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Events Coming Up What s | nsi
May 1st Llanddwyn Island with Des Founds (Stargazer) "z The Club House is Spruced Up
Bank Holiday Circumnavigation of Anglesey, return Gamaes Bay - ’ "‘

1000  with Des Founds

May 8th Cruise to Porth Wen  with Pat Orr on Détente
0830 New Member's Cruise with us

May 15th Cruise to Porth Dinllaen  with John Lomas on Soay
0830 and famous dog Oscar

May 22nd Moelfre Lunch , followed by Conwy Pontoons with
0900  Paul on Snowbird

Opportunity to sail on RAYC boats

May 29th Spring Seamint Trophy race tésle of Man or cruise along

Bank Holiday Mini Cruise to Liverpool (one week) with Des
0900 Founds on Stargazer

June 5th Cruise toAbermenai with John/Maria Stanley on
1400 Arabella

June 12th Red Wharf Bay visitraeth Coch Sailing Club  with
0745 Glen on Genesis All Times in UT

Commodoreds Comment s

When | first started doodling at my trypewriter and thinking what | might

say this time, whenever | tried 1me

Now | know that, from time to time, particularly after the second or third
visit to the bar of an evening, \ .

P

l'ittle and that no boat owner, ol.__& =
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way, whether it be most elegant; fastest for her size; most comfortable;
most economic or some such other commendable attribute. As the listen:
in r h we, of r mile and n ffably and then =

g party to.t e boasts we, of course, smile and nod affably a d~t en cou The Sailing Season Gets Started with
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aias acr .u bOnt oS d&thwer dva yd e 1 samo

as we celebrate our 50th Anniversary but if you get a chanceGrand Parade of Sail in the straights between Menai Bridge /
Gazelle/ Bangor and Beaumaris. This will be followed by a

to do some boasting about the Venturers this season then
donét feel shy!

In case you are ever at a loss when extolling the virtues of

our club to others you might care to tell them that, whilst we
sail in sometimes challenging waters, the scenic backdrops are
amazing and our local ports of call and anchorages are the

mar quee based eveni 6doo

ng

Wi |

on the club house grounds. Local dignitaries and other special

guests will be invited to watch the Parade of Sail from the
RNLI balcony at Beaumari s
festivities.

and

best in the UK. You can also tell them that North West Ven- We have deliberately fixed the date for the Grand Parade of

turersdé are friendly types Saihforfaitlfearlyinthe sedsdnisocagto gnaoarage thoeeai c
assured of a warm welcome at our club house although, as you who take your boats away to more distant places to still

we are sailors first and foremost, they might not find many oftake part. Obviously, we want to put on a good show. We

us 6at homed when tide and hvaweae ashkeawte 1dald iyeagc hhthse ismitl hen g
son. (They can access our facilities by ringing one of the  see most of them on the water and dressed o\alon the

phone numbers on the card in the window next to the front day!

door, though) Paul Mountford
Whil st some boasts (there, itds happened agai n! )Commodorest i
in the water for this season, I 6d |Ii ke to give you at | e

date to put in the year planners at the back of your diaries for

Friday 30th July to Sunday 1st August, Vaynol Estate nr
Bangor

Last year the club had a stand at the North Wales Boat
Show (see August 2009 Venturer) and we did a pretty
good job of marketing the club, and attracting new mem-

bers as well as selling a few charts and publications. We
faci

have been offered the
show- however it would need to be manned by some
enthusiastic volunteers who could extol the virtues of
the club, and who
need someone to take overall responsibility for organiz-
ing it if we get sufficient volunteers.

We used a cheap Gazebo last yédnas anyone got a
frame tent we could use this year? In case it rains, it
gives a better chance of keeping dry.

The date of course conflicts with the Summer Cruise, sa
several members who might have been happy to take a
shift in manning the stand are not available. Can you
help? If so, could you please contact Dave Clough
(Bosun). The more volunteers we have the shorter the
shifts will ’
bel!

woul dnat

Working Party April 2010

We were lucky with the weather and a large number of
members, particularly new members, turned up to lend &
hand.

a phone call from John Stanley on Sunday night telling
the septic tank was over flowing on the patio, the working
weekepd wgnt remarkably well. s ¢ a4 nd t
We managed to cut the car park grass, paint all the wooc
work including the window frames, clean all windows in-
side iarft dut andl digiintnew chaiin Pp&stdn’ the cafark.a
The butcher block type tables in the galley were moved
outside, washed and oiled and returned inside, the garde
furniture was all painted, dinghy store locks and handles
lubricated, vents and fan heaters cleaned and vacuumed
ladies and gents and lounge, kitchen cupboards emptied
and cleaned. The week following the working party | had
an electrician reset the thermostat on the hot water but
this has had no effect so further action to replace thermo
stat is planned.

at

Thanks to everyone who took part and the expense in-
curred to carry out all the above was only £20 for white
paint and sand paper as we already had quite a lot of mg

the patio after the previous weekend.

Derek Asquith
House Officer

Edi t o rDérsk hasqust éhis week installed two new
fridges in the galley area of the club house as part ef on
going improvements to the club house.

After the fiasco of the previous weekend, when | received

terials in stock from last year. Incidentally | also jet washed

n
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OReard View
The Winter Social Programme concluded with the Start of Thanks also go to Jenny P and Shirley, whose experience and

Season party at which 62 suppers were served and copiousa s si st ance in the galley help
amounts of alcohol drunk! regularly turn up with a plate of goodies to supplement the

Viv Coxds quiz went down a m;fegngs'. treat with teams of 4 vy
to win the prize of even more alcohol which eventually wentAn enormousTHANK YOU goes to lan my long suffering

to Derek Lumb, John Lomas, Jan Preston and Alan Holing-hus band, who, over the | ast f
worth, this despite their heckling over one or two of the horsed when lugging to and fr
answers which Viv took in good stride and stood his super mar ket . My &6stress ball d
ground............. well done Viv! would be enough food to go rol

hel ping me down from a self ¢

The success of the social events over the winter is down to
. . . S

many supporting factors. The main factor being the number

of people it takes to ensure the smooth running of the even-Thanks also to Derek Asquith for getting on with the job in

ing, without these people | would have floundered! Ithere-at t ending to 6housed matters,

fore have lots of thanks to extend and so appreciative am |

that | take great pleasure in naming you all!

e evenings.

Finally, thanks must also go to you, our members without
whose support there would not be a Social Programme at
Extra special thanks go to the Social Committee: Jean, GeaH!

gina, Carolyn, GiII,'AIison, Pat, Mf':lria, Malcolm and S.hon.a f®how look forward to seeing you all on the water and antici-
all your hard work in the preparation of food and serving in pate that we will continue our social activities, be it in the

the galley, and for all the support you have given me over theub, by the BBQ or on a neighbouring boat.
last few months.

Chris
Huge thanks go to Mick and Debbie for slaving behind the Rear Commodore
bar . Your social skills are an asset to the club and it
Launching Trolleys even if only for a short time, and even if other members are

in the clubhouse. Members of the public and non club mem-
bers walk around on the point and take advantage of the
facilities if the door is left open. There is a considerable
amount of personal gear left in the heads by members, and
Additional Club Mooring we therefore need to ensure that security is maintained.

After negotiations with the Council, we now have another IS Often embarrassing to challenge people who are not rec-
mooring (drying) available for use by new members for a ognised, but if they are me.mbers they will have the door
maximum of 1 season. Many thanks to Roy Francis for of- C0de and can therefore gain access.

fering the mooring position, and to the Council for agreeingThe door to the galley area should also be kept closed
to its transfer. whenever neone is in the galley area. The practice of

One of the biggest difficulties the club has is attracting newVedging the door open is discouraged, as on occasions the
members who already have a W§igedhgsnotbegngmovedandsihe oytes dpey hag begn, o
ing. There are some terms and conditions that are applica/€ft ©Pen-

ble to ensure that the CouBBdgokshefes requi rements are met.
mooring will be fully maintained by the Club through a sub
contractor, and a fee payable to the club will be involved. |
you require a drying mooring in the bay for 2010, please e
mail bosun@nwvyc.org.ukthe Bosun will then amail you

Please if you use one of the trolleys, lock it up when you
have finished. Whoever used it over the weekend of
10th/11th April did not lock it.

on Marshal has tidied up all the books in the bookcases
and labelled the shelves. If you take books out please return
them to the correct section to make it easier for other

with the terms and conditions, and the cost. It will be allo- members.
cated on a first come first served basis. Chains
Club Security Can all members remember to put chains back around the

In the interests of security can members remember to closeDarklng spaces so they are available the following weekend

the outer door to the clubhouse when leaving the premises,]cor other members use.
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Victualing Cruise to Conwy

The cruise should have been Victoria Dock but due to
work on the pontoons there were no visitor berths availa-
ble. Consequently Conwy became the alternate venue and
boats took partd Sarico & Helion went on pontoons in the i
river and Abraxas, Genesis, Stargazer, Ocean Mood and ,‘O?%
Sylvan went in the marina. For a change the weather was Fpaaasss
sunny, the sea state slight and wind SW 3 or 4. The wind 2 |
seemed to reach 3 or 4 only occasionally and it was an eas
sail there and back. After tea time drinks on Abraxas four
of the marina based crews enjoyed dinner upstairs in the
Mulberry and the evening culminated (as usual) aboard Ger
eses where we continued unt
morning stayed sunny and we all had a merry sail across th
sand as it was high water springs, arriving back on the
moorings with plenty of time to get ashore.

-

I hope this is a foretaste of weather and cruises to come
this summer after the last 2 years and look forward to
more club outings as successful as this one.

Derek Asquith
Abraxas

specimens, at least a dozen, and they stayed with us a full half
hour before going on to entertain other boats.

The club

went North on the weekend of 24th April. This was looking Full out of water aerobatics were being performed, and we
like a well attended trip judging from the web site notice quickly filled the 200 picture memory on the camera.

board. 8 boats in total ventured outWinfarthing, Ocean The cruise was scheduled for Lamb Island, but when we ar-

Mood, Sylvan, Pearl, Helian, Whitewinds, Abraxas and Generived an odd 8 knot wind arose that blew directly-iso we

SIS .The weather forec.:asted a good sail there but as per usuc?pl)ted for Llandbadrig instead. A traditional Venturer barbe-
reality proved rather different.

gue ensued, with all boats in full view of the campsite

All boats hoisted their sails in readiness but the sea remained . . .
) ) ) In the glorious April afternoon and evening. Some of us
oily with zero wind. However, as we approached East

) . couldn't bear to think of leaving the place at 0600 in the

Mouse, Pearl radioed to say they had encountered Dolphins. . . .

And bli morning so decided top stay until the afternoon to catch the
nd blimey,

were there Dolphins. We've never seen such bIgecond tide. But after this gentle introduction to cruising for
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some of the new members on the
cruise- a rude awakening overnight!
About 0130 the wind had picked up

to 10 knots and was climbing rapidly
with all boats scraping their chains
over the rocks noisily. Nobody
dragged but | decided to do an an-
chor watch at 0400 and wait for sun-
rise in the now 20 knot winds. Day-
light thankfully arrived and all Beau-
maris bound boats set off. A very
rapid sail followed, with plenty of
splashing and tilting in the freshening
category 5 hurricane with phenomenal
sea state (Carolyn reckoned it was
only an F6 and slight but | knew bet-
ter). It was quite useful to be back early, having had a glori-

ous day the before, albeit plagued by Dolphins! Glen Warburton
Genesis

Welcome to New Members

A warm welcome to those who joined the club late last year and the start of this year:

Jim and Christine Bennett Artemis Philip Holbourn

John and Georgina Britland Tonga Il Michael Hollingworth Chinook
Michael and Patricia Butterfield Wright Clanker Edward and Margaret Hopkinson QOsprey

Paul CampbeKelly and Ann Durrant ~ Pirana Jeremy Jago and Denise Lewis  Ocean Mood
Raymond Carroll Lambay Paul Kelly and Sorana Bucur Whitewinds
Dickon and Sarah Clark Kaminga Robert and Linda Lake Sula

Les and Jackie Downes Morning Mist George and Judith Mawer Sophia Jane
Richard and Sue Forder Pearl Sean O'Connor

Nigel and Ann Hackney Sylvan Owain and Gwen Perry Jua

Jane and Roger Handy Phoebe lan Roberts Charlie
Peter Harris and Menna Jones Sylvia Oliver Snowdon Shearwater

Plans Available to View - Beaumaris Pier Pontoons

Pontoons proposed for the end of Beaumaris Riptans have now been drawn up and are un-
dergoing a consultation period. Anglesey's Head of Economic Development, Sasha Davies, |is
guoted saying "the works are likely to take approximately 18 months depending on seasona
constraints and weather conditions. If all consents have been secured, the redevelopment work
is scheduled to begin in autumn 2010"

The plans can be seen in the Royal Anglesey Yacht Club for 3 weeks in the main bar to the| left
of the main door (the club itself is a large building several houses down from the Bulkeley h¢tel).

Commodore Richard Tudor has invited NWVYC members to visit their club and view the plans,
there are also forms available to send to the Anglesey council regarding any feedback on th
plans. The RAYC club is open during normal hours at the weekends.

w
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Upcoming Cruises on the 2010 Sailing Programme

| thought it would be worthwhile writing some notes on the
destinations coming up in the Sailing Programme, especially
for new members and those unfamiliar with the area. The
weather is more likely to affect the earlier trigsif so the
OOD may opt to head for a nearby marina rather than risk
anchoring in bad weather. However, | can guarantee that
vol canic ash wildl not keep
timings on a 28 foot bilge keeler.

Cemaes Bay

May 8" & Porth Wen with Pat Orr

Porth Wen is a small inlet at the North of Anglesey. If you
are new to the area, this is a great spot to go on a Friday

- e

) “s.;gﬁ-ﬁwi) aem‘avlm
Y L.__Jla”ddwyrf NST night prior to a trip to Isle of Man on Saturday. There is an
PAT wr /s Y] w43 abandoned brick works there and a barbeque friendly beach.
i o o . And ités not very easy to acceé
Porth Dinllaen .
T - private beaches!

‘ 4 . .. . .

s ; The start time for this is after 0800 UT in the mornidgyou

. ) can |l eave | ater as itdés about

May 1st Bank Holiday Weekend to Llanddwyn with
Des Founds May 15" & Porth Dinllaen with John Lomas

This long weekend is a circumnavigation of the island. FirstPorth Dinllaen, or PY (the origin of this acronym is a long

stop is Llanddwyn for a typical Venturers barbeque, where forgotten mystery) is closer than you think and a great intro-

some people prefer to anchor just outside of Mermaids Covdluction to cruising outside the Strait on the South side. The

in the deep water, and some brave bilge keelers drying out ify Coch public house is a familiar venue to Venturers, and |

Mermaids Cove. am unreliably imagining that Duffy (who is from nearby
Nefyn) is performing an impromptu skajong on this even-
ing. The Ty Coch also provide a web cam on their excellent
web site athttp://www.tycoch.co.uk

The second night is planned as Cemaes Bay, this time an-§
choring within sight of the town. This is very convenient for
a visit to the Harbour restaurant or Stag pub. Or a barbequePY is about 35 miles from Beaumaris, and 13 miles from the
on the rather exposed hilltop, which offers great views if ~ Bar, passage from Beaumaris is abouttours and if you go
weather permits. We have dried out on the hard sandy when you float favourable tide takes you all the way there.
beach at Cemaes but this is inadvisable in anything but calmlhe Programme has a start time of 0800 which may be a
conditions. challenge as many boats will be dry at this point so leaving

. . . after 0830 UT would be a better idea!
There is an inner wall but this is reserved for local boats.


http://www.tycoch.co.uk

4 The Venturer Page7

May 22nd & Moelfre followed by Conwy with Paul
Mountford

This trip was invented by Paul in 2007 and is a great way tc
wait out a tide for the trip into Conwy. Moelfre is a decent
sail of about 15 miles with the reward of a good pub lunch
and a pint in the Kinmel Arms. And the reassurance of sittif -
outside the pub performing an anchor watch!

After the tide turns, pick the anchor up and head for Con
to take the flood through the very well buoyed channel. If
Paul decides on using the Town Pontoons, this can make

visit to the Conwy Cruising Club.

May 29" & Isle of Man and optionally a Mini -Cruise to Peel, Isle of Man

Liverpool with Des Founds
harbours that are within reach from the North of Anglesey,

The 'SI‘E of Man is a good first off shgre trip (well, OK if including Port St Mary, Castletown (for boats that can dry
youdre an Atlantic crosser gyuladhsstRetnalf dnd siightly furtheriodte Gest) pedl. atr

crew. It takes up to 12 hours from Beaumaris although with g hossible to go north of the island to stay in Porth Wen or
good tides this can be reduced. The loM offers many great cemaes on Friday evening to make the 40 mile cruise a bit

f shorter

This is a great days sailing, and as there are several course
changes, there is almost 100% chance of getting at least one
good sail in (unless there is no wind of course!). Beaumaris
to Conwy is about 13 miles, Moelfre to Conwy is about 18
miles and from there the trip back to Beaumaris is about 15
miles unless the Swatch is used.

Glen Warburton
Vice Commodore

. Please note: all start times in the sailing programme in the hand-

Deffee Mast Ladders

After years of hoisting Brian up the mast of our ketch, up to 127 Kg (20 stones)

Alanah of Gigha, to check fixing etc, I thought I've had 3. Stable to Climb - amazingly so, with very little tenden;

enough of this, is there a better alternative? Then | remem<y to swivel. Space between webbing straps is 13 cm
bered te article in Sailing Today, written by Ralph Morris 4 staple work platform

some years ago about a mast ladder which had been de-
signed by George Deffee. There are others on the market
but in my view, The Deffee outshines all other types of lad-
ders because of its rigidity and simplicity. The Deffee does
have a small advert in the yearbook but a brief description
follows:

- safe atop of the mast
5.Custom made - constructed individually depending on
mast length. The 'Deffee' has the option of a small block at
the head specifically for hoisting tools.
6. Excellent foisingle handed sailing
7. Emergency drogue

1. Easy to Use - there are no holes to drill; just clear the More details can be obtained from: Deffee Ltd; Groes Fagn
itBungalow, Moel y Crio, Flintshire, CH8 8JN

mainsail track above the boom. The slides on the ladder fi
into the mainsail track and the whole is hauled up the main' €l 01352 780 719

halyard www.deffeesyachtmastladders.co.uk
2.Well Made - the three webbing straps which take the Sandra FinneK
load are rated at 3000 kg each and it is suitable for persons Alanah of Gigh



http://www.deffees-yachtmastladders.co.uk/
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Circumnavigation of the Shetland Isles 2009 continued from the last Venturer

______ Grey Dog spun round and heeled over onto her rails. However our next biggest venture was to get around Muckle Flugga

She pointed her nose close to the wind and surged forward away and before we attempted it we really needed some more infor-

from the danger below. Bob had sheeted right in. We cleared the mation about the tides. So we decided to go asitickwise around

danger and eased off to regain our course into Blue Mull Sound. Unst. This would allow us to stop at Baltasound where hopefully we
0That was closed | comment ed, couldelktoneofthelocilbadorsway ahead is cl ea

Bob grunted is face grimacing in concentration. . .
gru ! gn ng! ! We set of at 12.45 in a Force 4 N.Easterly. It was hard work sailing

We entered the Sound in darkness. We could see the water and around the southern end of Unst due to the wind direction and the
darker shadows of rocks below. The land on each side of the Sourseta was kicking up a tiring wave pattern. We arrived at Baltasound
hid itself in blackness. And then light came into view in the Star- at 17.45 hours covering a distance of 21.62N Miles.

ide. W k h for the lights. | in frus- . . .
board side. We tacked and headed for the lights. | cursed in frus Baltasound is a deep inlet with a set of small boat pontoons. We

tration at leaving my glasses in the car, all the lights ben?g a blur totired Grey Dog up and went in search of the Harbour Master. We

me. Bob saw a way through past the lights but as we sailed past we . ) . .
: . pﬁud our dues and Sﬁ)eaklng to one of the local sailors he kindly took

again became encroached in dar nﬁ.ss. J’ S %an e , s a

. . up to his boat and explained to us the besttime to set of to get

just black in there.

round Muckle Flugga.

We tacked out and entered the Sound to realise we were being

pushed out back the way we had come with the current. We

tacked back towards the light. Then the winds seemed to drop off

altogether. We decided to try to keep Grey Dock close to the Day 11.

rocks on the side of the Sound. | paddled. Slowly we began to makg\t 07.15 we caste Grey Dog off from the pontoon and ghosted out

headway. Occasionally we would hit a rock below, push ourselves of Balta Sound in.a very light breeze. Our intention today was to get

of f fand paddle aga I, n- we did r]rc?urtld thre teop?of L'Jngt Sast[f\llﬂcklé Iglugg\g gnd t‘fweaﬁ tocsaHI do‘?}vrﬁ tﬁe
that | had paddled for 3 hours along the side of Bluemull Sound. 1

) o . . West side of Unst back into Bluemull Sound to Cullivoe. We had
was soaked in sweat, it being really hard paddling against the cur-

i looked at the chart yesterday morning and the original inlet we had
rent. The headland eventually curved out towards the middle of the

) ) Sailed into with the lights was Cullivoe. We thought we perhaps
Sound. As we paddled out the wind picked up. Great a rest from . . ) )
) . . _ . needed to go further up the inlet to see the marina that was listed in
paddling! We sailed out into the Sound, the current now going in

L ) . the 6Shetland Marinad book we hac
the direction we wanted! Lights on the Starboard side. Great! . ;
. . ; the distance we needed to cover today was about 50 miles and once
Without a word we headed towards them. | was tired, cold with

o . we had rounded the top end of Muckle Flugga there appeared to be
the sweat stuck inside my dry suit, hungry and wanted to be on dryno boltholes anywhere along the west coast until we entered

land. | also need a smoke! We sailed into blackness past the IightE.

) ) luemull Sound.
Amazing the lights were a Ferry moored up. We passed the ferry
and slowly followed the outline on a rocky wall into an inteaisin. Once out of the Balta Sound we picked up more wind from the
And there at the end of it was a pebble beach. Brilliant! Tying GreyNorth East. Not bad for us today we could just sail off a Close Haul.
Dock up we crossed a road to a brick building. Inside on the wall a The tide was running strong in our direction and we raced along the
map and a sign 6Welcome to GutEasiGoassofBsth | ooked at me. Gutcher!

Where are we? oWho caresd | r eAPdQ.bOew% Wec}e ag\rl)?oacﬁiﬁg?he ﬁo?tﬁ Eeas({erly tip of Unst. Bril-

We went back to Grey Dog had a hot meal got into our sleeping liant we commented this was going well. We should be at Muckle
bags and opened a beer. We were warm and safe. It had been a Flugger in 2 hours and then a good sail down the West Coast. We
long day. It was 02.00 when we tied Grey Dog up. We had been past Outer Flaess (a rocky outcrop half mile offshore) and changed
sailing for nearly 17 hours. | was mentally drained. Distance covereglr course towards Muckle Flugger. The first thing that was a con-
today 50.04 N Miles. cern was the wind which had been blowing a steady Force 3,
dropped off to about Force 1. The second thing which really wor-
ried us was we started to go backwards past the Outer Flaess. The
We woke the following morning at 10.00am to a very lively road  tide which had been running with us was now running against us!
along Sifj_e us. The Ferry was running and there was a long queu§ ?rf1 brief we spent the next 8 hours sailing along the top of Unst.

cars waiting to board. We chatted for a while to people some holi-
day makers some locals which was a pleasant start to the day. It
was so easy to see the way in now it was daylight!
looks so different in the darkness.

That afternoon we had a good snooze and in the evening walked up
to the local pub for a well deserved beer.

t

Day 10.

Every time we made headway on one tack we lost it on the next.
_ The tide seemed endless in its desire to push us away from Muckle
How everythlnq:Iugger, which was in view all the time! During these hours the

wind picked up to about a Force 5 at one stage were we made good
After sorting our kit out we put Grey Dog onto her side to see if ~ headway but the sea built up quickly and we were constantly taking
we had damaged the Hull on the rocks. We had taken an old repailon water. We lost complete visibility of Unst for about 2 hours
of f. We taped it up but it di duddehsqualsoahgavyrain dbusad gs. Sometirses thehwind wopld w e
the water out from a hatch | have in the floor of Grey Dog. It was drop right off and we paddled like mad things trying not to get
to keep us warm at times! pushed back to much and then it would increase and squall as heavy
rain clouds raced overhead. Eventually we made the entrance to

Our original plan had been to circumnavigate the Islands clockW|seBurra Firth, which is about 1 mile short of Muckle Flugger. Should






