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Jan 23rd  1830  A talk on Birds and Wildlife of the Menai Strait with 

John Ward of the RSPB. Bring your wildlife pictures along for 

this event, if you have them.  

This event includes a pot luck supper - please see Christine's 

note inside. 

Feb 21st 1700 

  

  

Dickies Discount Hour  

Followed by Oscars Summer Cruise with John Lomas & 

Jan, This event includes a Fully Catered Supper shortly after 

1830, Talk 2000. 

March 20th  

 

   

RYA First Aid course at the club house. See Derekõs note 

on courses inside 

Venturers Sailing Talks on their favourite club destinations 

-1830 pot luck supper 1730 talks 

April 10th  Working Party , New Members Forum ,  

 Start of Season Party  and Quiz with Vyv Cox  

Commodoreõs Comments 

2010 already! It only seems like yesterday we were entering the new 

millennium with worries about millennium bugs. Things have changed 

but stayed the same, we are still worrying but now itõs all about glob-

al terror, global pandemics, and global warming although, at the time 

of writing, the country is in the grip of ice and snow after the Met 

Office forecasted a warmer than usual winter! Perhaps, with the first 

proper winter in years, we may now look forward to a proper sum-

mer and sailing season and our club mascot mermaids, Ebb & Flo, can 

dispense with their black neoprene wet-suits for a few balmy weeks, 

at least!  

When winter comes, can spring be far behind, goes the old adage and 

all too soon we will be scraping and painting bottoms. Before then, 

though, we can indulge in some socialising and the sharing of 

Paul Mountfordõs article continues inside... 

Whatõs in the Sailing Programme 

Caribbean Cruising Comp. with Dave  

Plus: 

Hear from the new Flag Officers  

Share your Knowledge Online  

Grab the Bosunõs Store Offers 

 

 

Brush up your Navigation Skills  

 

 

 

2010 Draft Sailing Programme  
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knowledge and experiences at our Winter Socials, ad-

vertised here, in The Venturer, and on our web site, 

and I look forward to seeing you at them.  

For those new to the club, our club house socials are a 

combination of either Pot Luck Suppers or Inðhouse 

Catered Suppers. For the former, each member /

participant brings along a main course adequate to serve 

themselves at least twice over. This is because Ventur-

ers are known to be gannets, if not pelicans (whose bills 

hold more than their bellies can!), and as well as eating 

their own contributions will also sample everyone elseõs 

and then come back for seconds! Puddings are also wel-

comed on a similar basis. For a further explanation of 

Pot Luck Suppers, read Christineõs note below.     

As most members will be aware, the North West Ven-

turers Yacht Club was founded by a dedicated group of 

yachtsmen in 1961 so 2010 marks the 49th year of the 

club. 2011 being the clubõs Half Centenary, we intend to 

celebrate in appropriate style next year and you will 

hear more of our plans as this year progresses.  

Amongst the projects we are planning is the publication 

of a celebratory booklet outlining the clubõs beginnings, 

the building of the clubhouse, the inauguration of the 

pilot, some of the adventures and misadventures of our 

members and their 

boats as described 

in The Venturer and 

Rock Trophy po-

ems, the continuing 

progress of the club 

and its ambitions 

for the future. If any 

of you not already 

involved with the project have stories, memories, pho-

tos or other archive material, particularly of the early 

years, which you would like to contribute, please let me 

know. 

Finally, can I wish you all belated New Year Greetings 

and thank you for allowing me the privilege of serving as 

your Commodore. The next couple of years should be 

exciting as we celebrate our 50th Anniversary and, 

hopefully, with an extension of our lease now a real 

possibility, plan to redevelop and improve the club-

house. 

Paul Mountford  

Commodore 

Menai Vice  

This is my first column as Vice Commodore.  It seems 

just a few short years ago we were new members and 

collecting the Rock Trophy.  Ah, that's right - it was 

just a few years ago.  Since then we have enjoyed sail-

ing with the club immensely, and it has been a very 

useful having such a vast pool of sailing experience to 

call upon.  I am very pleased to have been put in the 

Vice Commodore's chair. 

I'm hoping the Met Office predict a cold and wet sum-

mer for 2010.  This being because they got 2009 so 

utterly wrong, I'm hoping that whatever prediction 

they come up with, the opposite will transpire.  They 

also predicted a mild winter!  We thought this year of 

heading south on the Summer Cruise to Cardigan Bay 

- a manageable cruise for some of the smaller boats in 

the club, and the potential to come back via Southern 

Ireland for the bigger ones.  We did the same cruise in 

our first year of membership with a mixture of bilge 

and fin keelers on our Mirage 28.  We haven't been 

back since and think it would be great to once more 

visit the lonely Sarn Badrig buoy (from a safe dis-

tance!).  If you've not done it before, it would be a 

good chance to conquer the perils of Bardsey Sound 

and view nearby beaches like Hell's Mouth.  They 

aren't as bad as they sound or made out to be! 

Hopefully, some of you will have noticed that there is a 

new area of the web site for members to communicate 

issues regarding sailing, and for others to contribute 

with their knowledge.  We are hoping that this can 

become a repository of information for new members 

and for any member in general who has a question re-

lating to sailing. 

In this issue is the draft sailing programme - we've re-

instated the mini-cruise and made it an optional part of 

the Isle of Man Seamint Trophy.  Hopefully there will 

be something for everyone in the programme. 

Here's to a great 2010! 

Glen Warburton 

Vice Commodore 
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 First Aid Course. Sunday 21st March 2010  

I have now arranged a First Aid Course for Saturday 20th 

March but it is oversubscribed so I have now pencilled in a 

second course on Sunday 21st March and there should be 

spare places I am looking outside the club to make up num-

bers for the second course to be viable but if there are any 

club members interested this is your last chance so please 

contact me asap. 

The cost is likely to be around £50/person excluding the 

cost of the First Aid Manual which is £10 (RRP £12.95) I 

have quoted the costs separately as there are a number of 

couples interested in doing the course whom I suspect 

would only want one manual between the two of them. The 

commercial cost is ~£100/person. 

There will be a maximum of 12 places on the second course, 

I need a minimum of 8 

to make it worthwhile 

and already have 3. 

I have not had enough 

interest in any other 

course to make it eco-

nomic so this is your 

last chance to express an interest in any other shorebased 

course. The RYA survival course is very good but at present 

I donõt have a tame instructor who can do it at a reasonable 

price so that isnõt on offer. 

Derek Lumb  

01248 811022 

derek@cawarra3.plus.com 

As the New Year gets underway, it's time to start 

looking forward to our Winter Programme. As your 

new Rear Commodore, I am looking forward to the 

coming events with gusto, my aim being to please as 

many as possible!   Already, ideas are flying with re-

gards to catering and entertainment for our social 

events which will hopefully live up to the previous high 

standards and give all who attend an enjoyable evening. 

Our first event is the RSPB talk and pot luck supper on 

23rd of January.  For those new to the club and for 

those who have forgotten, we each bring a dish (either 

savoury or sweet) with of enough to serve four peo-

ple, the aim being that if someone is unable to cater 

there should be enough food to go round which will 

be available at a small price of around £5.  If possible, 

and you can do a savoury, please do so, as on occasion 

in the past puddings have outnumbered mains! 

(Perhaps we should have pudding nights?). 

For our second social on 20th February after the Dick-

ies Discount Hour, we are looking at outside caterers 

(Bishopsgate Hotel) preparing our food for around 

£7.50 head.  This is an avenue totally new to the club 

and in this instance is a taster!  If feasible, cost effec-

tive and successful there is a possibility we could use 

the service for other events. 

Finally, the bar will be open as usual, and I look for-

ward to serving you your favourite tipple!  If it isn't 

available, I will do my best to accommodate you at the 

next event (within reason!) 

Christine Hynes 

Rear Commodore 

A Note from the Rear!  

RNLI Day  

The draft programme in this edition includes an RNLI training session. 

If you are new to this event, itõs a day spent with the Beaumaris Life-

boat crew learning safety techniques such as MoB with a real 

(lifeboat) man or woman in a dry suit and search patterns to ensure 

rapid recovery, plus towing, flares and other rescue techniques. 

All who have taken part in previous events have learnt a great  deal 

and we hope to be able to confirm the event following discussions 

with the crew. 

mailto:derek@cawarra3.plus.com
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Questions Area on the Website  

I have now been running the NWVYC website for two 

years, and I am always pleased to receive feedback on how 

we can improve the resource for members.  

A few weeks ago I received an email from new-ish member 

Gudrun Stummer. Tony and Gudrun own a Sonata 7 called 

Frank berthed at Port Dinorwic. 

I hope Gudrun wonõt mind if I include a small excerpt:  

What I have been wondering is whether it would be 

possible to set up a forum on the website similar to the 

notice board you are already running where I and may-

be other people, who aren't that good at showing up 

for things could nevertheless be involved, ask questions 

and contribute? Questions I have would be stuff like 

'We would like to practice anchoring somewhere in the 

Menai Straight. I've seen there is an anchor sign on the 

chart outside the entrance to PD, but there are buoys 

there now too. Is it ok to anchor there or would you 

recommend another place? Would you always rig a 

tripping line?' Another thing that could be really useful 

for me would be to put together a passage plan for 

weekend cruises and be able to get some feedback 

whether they are correct. 

What a great idea! We have been working on the new area 

and you can now see it online if you go to 

www.nwvyc.org.uk. Questions on there at the moment are 

as follow: 

 

Feathering Prop (2 replies)  

I'm contemplating fitting a feathering prop, specifically a Ki-

wiprop (as being reasonably priced, and apparently simple-

ish to fit). Has anyone got any recommendations re: feath-

ering or folding prop types, or any sage advice about the 

perils of fitting one? Thanks. 

Removal of p bracket bearing   

I'm changing Sarico's stern gland for a drip less type this 

winter, and whilst the prop shaft is off I will be changing the 

P bracket bearing. By the look of it I remove a grub screw 

and then drift the bearing out. However I'm worried about 

damaging the P bracket itself. Has anyone got any experi-

ence of (read more online >> ) 

Which Anchors are the best?  (8 replies)   

We have a Delta anchor, which up until now we thought to 

be very good, but have since read that a fortress anchor is 

much better. What anchors do members use and what 

would they recommend?  

If you know the answers to the questions above, or have 

your own question, why not pay a visit online? 

You can also upload a picture when you reply to a question, 

so if you want to ask a question with a picture, add an 

òansweró to your own question . 

Carolyn Warburton 

Caribbean Themed Navigation Quiz with David Clough  

At rather short notice a Navigation Quiz with a Caribbean 

theme was held in the clubhouse on the evening of 5th De-

cember.  6 yachts turned up to compete in a quiz which re-

quired the answering of questions to navigate your way 

round the north coast of Antigua.  Once you got the question 

right you got the next question and so on.  Clues were availa-

ble if you struggled.  With place names like Hogs Hole, Dia-

mond Bank, Cistern Point, Indian Town, Shipstern Point the 

questions and opportunities for clues were endless! 

A trial run was held, consisting of 4 questions.  Whispered 

Secret romped home on that one, with some yachts failing to 

get out of their harbour.  There was a debate about the ques-

tion for the departure point - is a crab a decapod (the ques-

tion was ôYou are setting off ð well known decapods enter 

the water by means of a rampõ.  The answer was Crabbs slip-

way).  Despite my assertion that Wikipedia was correct some 

doubt still existed in some competitors minds.  Well, let me 

assure you after further research that decapod crustacean is 

defined as ôcrustaceans characteristically having five pairs of 

locomotor appendages each 

joined to a segment of the 

thoraxõ.   

The ôreal quizõ involved 10 

questions, and yet again Whis-

pered Secret made a good 

start, but Genesis was soon 

gaining (familiar story then).  

The middle section caused some difficulty - however, by the 

end it was getting very tense ð there was a suggestion of a 

minor squabble on board Mistral as they gained on the fleet.  

Familiar result though ð Whispered Secret first, followed by 

Genesis.  Full results are as follows; 

The Commodore had kindly brought down a bottle of bubbly 

for the winner, but as they won passed it on to Genesis.   

At the end there was a debate on question 8.  And what was 

question 8?  ôContinuing your passage via cartoon vocalist 

ursine quadrupedõs delightõ, and the clues were ôNow when 

1st - Whispered Secret 

2nd - Genesis 

3rd - Arabella 

4th - Pearl 

5th - Spindrift III 

6th - Mistral 

http://www.nwvyc.org.uk/
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Southwestern Entrance to the Menai Strait ð Caernarfon Bar  

Mariners are advised that C1 starboard hand buoy is back on station 

in position 53 07.50õ N  004 24.76õ W. 

 The Story of Guiding Light so far..  

you pick a pawpaw, try to use the claw, have I given you a 

clue ?õ followed by ôBut you don't need to use the claw when 

you pick a pear of the big pawpawõ.  .  Well the answer is 

fairly obvious isnõt it ð Prickly Pear Island.  When I pointed 

out it was from the song Bare Necessities from the Walt 

Disney Jungle Book Film (sung by Baloo whose voice was that 

of Phil Harris) Arabella commented that they didnõt know the 

Walt Disney version.  ôI wasnõt aware there was any other I 

repliedõ ð the benefits of a comprehensive education in the 

70õs Iõm afraid! 

Thanks to all who took part in what was a good humoured 

evening, and to IMRAY for supplying the charts. 

David Clough 

Sarico 

Early last year we reported on the 

voyage planned by Roy Boughton of 

the RAYC in his classic sailing yacht 

Guiding Light. A year on, Roy has 

sailed several thousand miles, both in 

company with crew and subsequently 

on his own. The boat has proved to 

be very sea friendly and Roy is now 

planning the next leg of his journey.  

Last year, Roy began the journey with 

two crew, Dick and Sue Tudor, but 

the couple had to fly back for Dick to 

have a hip replacement operation. 

Roy was then joined by my father, 

Llew Evans, in Bayona, Spain. After a 

great sail to Madeira, my father flew 

home.  

Roy then proceeded to single handedly cross the Atlantic, 

with several things going wrong en route. Unfortunately the 

propellor suffered a mishap on the journey which was im-

possible to fix while under sail so Roy navigated his way into 

Caribbean waters by sail alone. Roy is currently in St :Lucia. 

An online map has been kept up to date with his positions 

showing his position each day and Guiding Light made excel-

lent speed en route even compared with the ARC race 

boats.  

He is now in St Lucia where he has made several new 

friends. He has had some incidents to deal with and has had 

to make running repairs and also fairly major modifications 

to enable the boat to work well in the Atlantic waters. Roy 

was able to send email each day using his Inmarsat com-

municaitons system and was also able to update his blog 

nby email. You can read about Roy's adventures on his blog 

and view the map of his voyage. You can also see the many 

goodwill notes left by well wishers and feel free to add one 

of your own at yachtguidinglight.blogspot.com. 

Carolyn Warburton 

Llew and Mike crew, with Roy at the helm before he left town for distant shores 

Caernarfon Harbour Trust  

Notice to Mariners  

Issued December 2009 

http://yachtguidinglight.blogspot.com
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NWVYC Draft Sailing Programme 2010  

ȫ5ŀǘŜ ¢ƛǘƭŜ hh5 I²м I²н 

     

     

April 10 Working Party, New Members Forum    луΥлп   

  Start of Season Party    нлΥом   

          

April 17 Victoria Dock ñVictualling Derek Asquith мнΥлт   

April 18 Return to Moorings   мнΥпу   

          

April 24 Holyhead  Paul Wolf лсΥрл мфΥоп 

April 25 Return Clockwise   лтΥрн нлΥну 

          

May 01 Llanddwyn Island  Des Founds мнΥнн   

May 02 Holyhead / Cemaes    моΥлр   

May 03 Return Clockwise   моΥрн   

          

May 08 Porth Wen  Pat Orr лсΥнт мфΥлп 

May 09 New Members Cruise With Us  лтΥмф мфΥрл 

          

May 15 Porth Dinllaen  John Lomas ммΥлф   

May 16 Return to Moorings   ммΥрл   

          

May 22 Moelfre Lunch, followed by Conwy  Paul Mountford лрΥлс мтΥрт 

May 23 ALSO - Opportunity to sail on RAYC boats   лсΥнл   

          

May 29 Isle of Man  - Seamint Trophy / Start Mini Cruise  Des Founds ммΥнп   

May 30 Holyhead or stay in IoM   мнΥлс   

May 31 Return or Continue to Liverpool    мнΥпф   

          

June 05 Abermenai / Return of Mini-Cruisers TBC мтΥмм   

June 06 Return from Abermenai   муΥлф   

          

June 12 Red Wharf Bay (visit Traeth Coch TBC) Glen Warburton млΥмм   

June 13 Return to Moorings   млΥро   

          

June 19 Holyhead Marina - Astrador Cup  Lee Downes мсΥмл   

June 20 Return to Moorings   мтΥнм   

          

June 26 Porth Wen - Trilogy Trophy  TBC млΥнф ннΥпф 

June 27 Return to Moorings   ммΥмм   

          

July 03 Pen y Parc  and Cocktail Competition / sail with RAYC David Clough мрΥмт   

July 04 Return to Moorings   мсΥлу   

 bƻǘŜ .ŜŀǳƳŀǊƛǎ I² ¢ƛƳŜǎ  ƎƛǾŜƴ  ƛƴ .{¢ 
Cƛƴŀƭ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ 5ƻǾŜǊ 
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Tides shown are from Tidal Data Provided by the Bangor University website:  

www.cams.bangor.ac.uk/dataproducts/local_forecasts/tide_tables/present/beaumari.htm 

ȫ5ŀǘŜ ¢ƛǘƭŜ hh5 I²м I²н 

July 10 Porth Eilian - James Berry Trophy  TBC лфΥмм нмΥон 

July 11 Return to Moorings   лфΥрт   

          

July 17 RNLI Weekend  Paul Morton мпΥоф   

July 18 Glen to confirm   мрΥот   

          

July 24 
Regattas / Annual Round Anglesey Race  

Hosting Traeth Coch 

Glen Warburton  

Malcolm Thomas 
лфΥоо   

July 25 Start of Official Round Anglesey Race  млΥмс   

          

July 31 Summer Cruise Week 1 (Cardigan Bay ) Glen Warburton моΥрл   

August 01     мпΥну   

          

August 07 Cruise Week 2 (Optionally Southern Ireland return) Glen Warburton луΥло нлΥну 

August 08 Return from Summer Cruise   луΥрс   

          

August 14 Llanddwyn Island  Lee Downes моΥнп   

August 15 Return to Moorings   мпΥмн   

          

August 20 Night Sail to Cemaes Bay Mark Suffield мфΥру   

August 21 Llanbadrig (Cemaes Bay)   луΥол нлΥпф 

August 22 Return to Moorings   лфΥмт   

          

August 28 Cemaes and Walton Shield  John Lomas мнΥоф   

August 29 Rhoscolyn  "Use Your Anchor" Weekend   моΥмм   

August 30 Return   моΥпс   

          

September 04 Moelfre Day Sail, Folk Night  Chris and Ian Hynes лсΥоп мфΥлт 

September 05 Saturday - Entertain RAYC at the clubhouse   лтΥпп   

          

September 11 Irene Goodwin ,  Conwy Pontoons (NWCC TBC) Paul Morton мнΥму   

September 12 Return to Moorings   моΥлм   

          

September 18 Holyhead Marina  Derek Asquith лтΥлф мфΥнф 

September 19 Return to Moorings   луΥлт нлΥнл 

          

September 25 Victoria Dock (RWYC TBC) Paul Mountford ммΥор   

September 26 Return to Moorings   мнΥлс   

http://www.cams.bangor.ac.uk/dataproducts/local_forecasts/tide_tables/present/beaumari.htm
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With GPS we always know where we are, but have 

we lost our way? 

Donõt get me wrong. Electronics are marvellous. The 

ability to fix your position instantly to within ten me-

tres anywhere in the world with a gizmo costing as 

little as £75 is fantastic. When I first started sailing 

Decca receivers for yachts were the latest thing. A set 

would cost you nearly £1000 back then and give a posi-

tion to within a quarter of a mile, if you were lucky. 

Now, as I walk around with a GPS built into my mobile 

phone and the satnav in the car sneers óRecalculatingó 

when I miss a turn, I canõt help feeling weõre missing 

something. The blend of art and science that we call 

navigation has been deskilled. Having removed the hard 

work and doubt from marine navigation we have for-

gotten that it was the effort involved and the possibility 

of it all going wrong that imbued even a simple coastal pas-

sage with a sense of adventure and achievement. 

In 2009 Kate was coded for commercial use and I began using 

her to teach navigation and seamanship. My guest crew are 

usually keen to build miles and get in some night sailing expe-

rience as well as learn the skills of pilotage around some of 

the more ôinterestingõ corners of North Wales. At sea the 

GPS is covered up along with all the electronic instruments so 

that we rely on the Wasp log and steering compass. At the 

end of the passage the chart plotter is uncovered and the 

track recorded electronically compared with the one on the 

paper chart. The results are very revealing and are an excel-

lent way of refining your real navigational skill. 

As we huddle over the chart table and work out an EP there 

is a real sense of connection with those who went before us, 

and Iõm only partly referring to Cooke and Fitzroy etc. When 

the North West Venturers first ôventuredõ to the Isle of Man 

and the summer cruise reached the Firth of Clyde they navi-

gated by these same basic tools of the trade, Mk 1 eyeball, 

compass, log and an up to date chart. No batteries needed. A 

pin point accurate landfall by GPS is reassuring but the pleas-

ure can not compare with the deep sense of satisfaction in 

making a pretty damn close landfall by òsteam navó, accompa-

nied as it will be by an element of fear and self doubt. This is 

the spice that adds zest to any passage, and these days the 

GPS is still there if you get it all wrong (unless that nice Mr 

Obama turns the signal encoding back on). 

Last summer Kate and I headed for the Hebrides. A lively 

passage north gave my crew some experience of strong wind 

sailing and huge seas accompanied F7 off the Mull of Kintyre 

with gusts topping 35 knots up the Sound of Jura. Kate took it 

all calmly in her long stride. There followed two weeks of 

lovely weather, timed perfectly for Kathy to join me by train 

in Oban. At the end of her holiday Kathy took one train back 

to Liverpool, Ray Wilton arrived on the next one and with 

him came the wind.  

Ray and I left Oban via Kerrera Sound, making good speed for 

Cuan Sound and by the time we passed beneath the overhead 

cables the tide was running strongly. Cuan Sound is never 

boring and we shot through, working hard at the tiller to 

keep Kateõs head straight as the eddies tried to push her 

around. Two shallow rocks off the northern tip of Torsa must 

be avoided, but misjudging the distance off I watched in hor-

ror as the sounder briefly showed 2.4 metres. A clearing 

bearing off a small headland astern would have made sure of 

the safe line. 

The wind had settled NW and I trolled the fishing line as we 

sailed down Shuna Sound. A couple of mackerel took the lure 

and soon lunch was on the go, fresh fish with bread and but-

ter. Simple, perfect. By late afternoon we were attached to a 

mooring buoy at Gigha where we spent a restful night. 

Departure the next morning had to be timed to catch slack 

water at the Mull and the start of the flood into the North 

Channel. We sailed Kate silently off her mooring to catch the 

good working breeze, our waypoint set at the eastern corner 

of the TSS. The handbearing compass gave us bearings on 

No Batteries Required  * new regular feature on navigation *  



 The Venturer  Page 9 

 

Macrahinish Point and the Mull lighthouse to keep us on track 

and in the ITZ and in the North Channel the Antrim coast 

provided ample fixes to guide us into Glenarm by early even-

ing. 

The forecast continued lively but with the NW wind promis-

ing good sailing we left on the young flood, making for the 

Calf of Man. In òproper navó mode no opportunity for a posi-

tion update can be wasted so when I spotted a black tower 

astern I took a bearing on it and checked the chart. Accord-

ing to my calculations this black tower was right in the middle 

of the channel. It turned out to be the conning tower of a 

large submarine which a little while later passed to starboard. 

Gradually, the Isle of Man took shape and we updated the 

position and the course to steer to take us clear of Chicken 

Rock. As dusk fell we fixed position from a plentiful supply of 

marks on the Island for a departure towards Puffin Sound. 

The wind was now backing a little towards the SW, the 

windvane adjusting the heading as the wind shifted. At about 

midnight I turned in for a nap, leaving Ray on watch to keep 

her close hauled on the starboard tack. A couple of hours 

later I crawled out of the hatch and looked around. As I 

looked ahead I was alarmed to see the glare of a gas platform.  

òWhat the hellõs that doing there?ó  

I went down to the chart table to work up an EP and was 

soon reassured from my initial, half asleep panic. If we held 

our course a little longer we could tack and then lay Puffin in 

one go.  

Gradually the light crept into the sky and our plot showed 

that we were getting close to the North Wales coast, but 

where were the lights? Ahead, all was blackness and murk 

where we would 

have expected to 

see the glow of 

Llandudno, Con-

way and 

Penmaenmawr. 

There were still 

no lights as the 

lentil shape of 

Puffin Island 

showed slightly 

darker than the 

surrounding 

grey, but we 

were bang on 

course and in 

another couple 

of hours Kate was slipping through Penmon with a fair tide 

which she carried all the way down to Menai Bridge Pier to 

tie up alongside Prince Madoc, there to wait for  Swellies LW 

slack.  

The moment of truth, we uncovered the chart plotter and 

found that we hadnõt been very far out on our paper plot. 

The discrepancy, apparently an overestimation of tide, was 

cancelled out from flood to ebb. Oban to Menai Bridge, no 

batteries required. 

David Rainsbury 

Kate 

David can help you hone your navigation skills. Join him aboard 

Kate or learn on your own yacht. Special rates for Venturers. Email 

david@rainsbury.co.uk or phone 07798 558214 

Following the debate at the Membersõ forum, the committee 

discussed the way that membership applications are pro-

cessed at its meeting in December. It decided that, subject to 

there being no objections from members, future membership 

applications will be circulated by email to all committee mem-

bers plus any member who requests to be included on the 

circulation. This will replace the current practice of displaying 

them on the club notice board in the clubhouse. 

As at present any member who objects to an application 

should register that objection with the Membership Secre-

tary, copied to the Commodore, within 14 days of the circu-

lation of the application. 

The practice of displaying applications on the notice board is 

out dated, ineffective and there was some concern that it may 

contravene the data protection act. There are now very few 

members who use the club house but who do not have ac-

cess to email ð there are however a relatively large number 

who have access to email but who do not use the club house 

on a frequent basis.  

The committee felt that the proposed method of informing 

members of new membership applications is more effective, 

less effort for the Membership Secretary and is in keeping 

with the spirit of section 10 of the constitution. The commit-

tee will bring forward a change to the constitution at the 

2010 AGM to regularise the change. 

If any member objects to the proposed change please contact 

the Commodore, Paul Mountford to discuss your objections. 

If you would like to be included in the circulation of new ap-

plications please send an email to Ray Wilton to register your 

interest. You should also inform Ray of any subsequent 

change to your email address together with a reminder that 

you are to be included on the circulation list for membership 

applications. 

New Membership Applications  

mailto:david@rainsbury.co.uk
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Dinghy Store  

Itõs that time of year again!  If you do not intend using your 

position for 2010 could you please let the Bosun know so it 

can be reallocated, even if just temporarily for the year.  We 

now have 10 members on the waiting list, and Iõm keen to get 

maximum usage out of the Dinghy Store for the benefit of all 

active members.  If you do give up your Dinghy space for the 

season if you intend sailing away from the Strait this season, 

or donõt intend launching for one reason or another please 

let me know and I can re-allocate your space accordingly.   

Remember, if you havenõt renewed your membership by the 

end of January and paid for your Dinghy store position it will 

be re-allocated. 

If you think you should be on it and are not please let me 

know in writing (letter or e-mail). 

Bosuns Boat Care Range  

Donõt forget its coming up to that time of year again ð rub-

bing compound, polish, cleaner, teak restore all available at 

the Winter Events - £3 each or 4 for £10. 

New IMRAY Chart Pack ð West and North Wales  

At last, IMRAY 

have got our main 

cruising ground 

covered with a 

chart folio.  There 

are 10 charts in 

the folio, to vari-

ous scales.  Stock 

should be availa-

ble for purchase 

at the January Winter event. 

RRP is £35 ð NWVYC members price is £29.00. 

Cruising Anglesey and Adjoining Waters Pilot  

The new 8th edition is now in stock.  I have left on the Bosun 

Store units the orders which I had in writing ð if you ordered 

one and it isnõt there then please drop me an e-mail, or pur-

chase one at the January winter event. 

RRP is £25, NWVYC members price £20.00. 

Almanacs  

If you require an Almanac can you please let me know as 

soon as possible?  I only keep one PBO Small Craft Almanac 

and one Reeds Western Almanac in stock until the end of 

March.  If you could pre-order it would be very useful in 

terms of managing stock.  The popular Almanacs are; 

PBO Small Craft ð RRP £15.99.  NWVYC member price 

£13.00 

Reeds Western Almanac ð RRP £26.99. NWVYC member 

price £22.00 

Cruising Association Almanac 2009/10 (with tide tables for 

2010 and 2011)  RRP £22.00. NWVYC member price £18.00. 

Donõt forget that you can obtain all Admiralty and RYA publi-

cations through the Bosun Store at a discount as well! 

Flares 

Further to the note in the last Venturer, order forms are 

now in the clubhouse ð please place completed order forms 

in the box marked òFlare Order Formsó 

on the Bosun Store units. 

Compared with Mailspeed pricing, you 

will save £30 on an inshore pack, £46 on 

a coastal pack, £89 on a offshore pack, 

and for those going farther afield (or just 

making 100% sure you get noticed!) £100 on a RORC pack.  

Individual flares are very competitive too ð save £11 on a red 

parachute flare, £8 on a buoyant smoke and £3.50 on a white 

hand held.  More flares are available!  All flares will be dated 

December 2013 or later. 

Chain/ Shackles and Buoys  

I have had one order in so far, so Iõm guessing you have all 

forgotten?  Island Yacht and Chain Services of Shrewsbury is 

my chosen partner, and they will deliv-

er to Gallows Point free of charge so 

long as we get sufficient orders placed.  

Test certificates are also available for all 

the mild steel chain supplied which 

mainly comes from France ð no cheap 

Chinese rubbish.  Stainless chain is also available, as are mild 

steel shackles and swivels 

There is an un-priced price list in the clubhouse and on the 

club web.  To save plastering dozens of prices across the 

Venturer pages, let me know what you are interested in pur-

chasing in terms of specification and length.  I can then con-

firm the price.  You then order directly from Island Chain, 

quoting NWVYC, and arrange payment.  Island Chain will 

then check with me that you are a 2010 NWVYC member.  

Bosuns Store ð January 2010.  

Bob & Jenny James 29/08/2008 

David & Pam White 12/09/2008 

Ian & Nahida Banks 27/09/2008 

Malcolm & Gill Henderson 07/10/2008 

Tim Downes 02/01/2009 

Les Downes 14/04/2009 

Rob and Liz Parry 21/04/2009 

Nigel and Ann Hackney 02/06/2009 

Bob and Carol Scott 07/07/2009 

Paul Kelly 22/08/2009 

Jerry and Denise Jago 30/11/2009 
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Dave Clough 

Bosun 

Delivery is then made to Gallows Point some time in March, 

and the Bosun will invoice you for 5% of your order value (inc 

VAT) as club commission (Island Chainõs prices for NWVYC 

members are some 30% less than buying directly from them 

as an individual). 

Dickies Discount Hour  

Remember this takes place on Satur-

day 20th February from 5.00pm.to 

6.30pm (yes, I know, thatõs an hour 

and a half, but the tills get so busy it 

makes sense to extend it).  Sales to 

NWVYC members of general chandlery during this hour (and 

a half) will have a 15% discount (note ð there will be no dis-

counts on engine consumables this year).  The discount is 

unique to this event and is not available at any other time. 

The 15% discount will cover items such as ropes, anti-

foulings, pyrotechnics, standard anodes, lubricants, winches, 

blocks, pulleys and all other deck hardware, fenders and 

clothing. The discount will not apply to electronics, boats, 

inflatables, outboards, books, charts and engines, but Dickies 

are prepared to discuss your requirements and obtain the 

best price for you that they can offer. 

If you require an item not included in the 15% discount, do 

your research on competitors pricing and contact Dickies 

Chandlery prior to the event (making sure they know you are 

an NWVYC member) or bring it along on the evening, where 

Dickies will try and match if not beat the price you have if you 

order it at the event (I can personally vouch for that).  There 

is a very special offer on International Anti Foul ðsee separate 

item in the Bosuns corner 

In February last year NWVYC members spent nearly £4,000 

in the hour (and Ã6,000 the year before), so itõs obviously 

well worth a visit.  Start making up those shopping lists!  To 

avoid queuing for items like rope/braid you can always pre-

order (in writing please ð contact Bev or Simon). 

As part of Dickies Discount Hour (and a half), Dickies are offering 

some very special prices to NWVYC members. 

International Micron 2.5l £ 61.69 ex vat. 

International Interspeed 2.5l £ 66.96 ex vat. 

International Cruiser Uno 3l £ 49.70 ex vat 

(subject to the availability of 3l tins which 

are soon to be discontinued). 

Note that Dickies have been advised of a further International price 

rise from end January, so order now to guarantee these prices for 

immediate collection, or collection at the Discount Hour. 

Those members who ordered prior to Christmas will have their 

orders supplied at the pricing in the December Venturer. 

Liferafts  

Donõt worry if you have dropped your liferaft off and can still 

see it in the clubhouse ð they wonõt be going for a couple of 

weeks, but they will be back sometime towards the end of 

March. 

Postage Costs ð Charts, books and clothing.  

Due to increased costs over the past 12 months, the standard 

postage and packing charge is going up from £3.50 to £4.00.  

Chart Folios are subject to additional charge due to size.  I 

donõt mind posting items, but my local Post Office closed and 

to get to the alternative sometimes takes me an extra 2 or 3 

days as itõs out of my way, and they work normal hours (my 

old one would accept items from 6.30am until 6.00pm). 

Clyde Cruising Club Pilots  

Many of you will be aware that the CCC publishes several 

Sailing Directions covering the Coast of Scotland.  The nor-

mal prices of these Pilots are £25 plus p&p from the CCC, 

but your Bosun has negotiated a discount for an order of at 

least 10, with no p&p (for deliveries to the clubhouse).  This 

will make the price £20 each, a saving of £5 and the p&p.   

As soon as I have 10 I will order, and so if you are number 11 

it will be too late! 

The coverage areas are as follows; 

¶ The Clyde 

¶ Kintyre to Ardnamurchan 

¶ Ardnamurchan to Cape Wrath 

¶ Outer Hebrides 

¶ The N and NE Coast and Orkney 

¶ The Shetlands 

Please submit your orders by the end of March. 

Dave from Dulas boats (some 

of you will know him from his 

days at Dickies) has been in 

contact with me regarding 

some special offers they have. 

They have a limited stock of the Eagle 624i chart plot-

ters - £229 without chart, or £299 with chart (Nautipath 

Western Europe).  These are presently for sale at Mail-

speed for £357 (with chart).  They have a built in anten-

nae, and are easy to install. 

They also have a Cobra HH325 handheld on offer at 

£74.95 (Mailspeed £81.69) and a couple of WavEco in-

flatableõs, the 230 for Ã245 and the 260 for Ã289, both 

of which will take up to a 4HP outboard.  The compari-

son Mailspeed prices are £275 and £306. 

Dulas Boats Special Offers  
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Barometer For Sale  

Plastimo barometer in cast brass porthole case. Brand 

new in makers original packing. Purchased by mistake ! 

Ideal Xmas present for your boat at a bargain price. £40 

John Matthews  gw0uwd@btinternet.com  

Dates for your diary: 

14th February ð West Midlands Boat Jumble, Malvern 

7th March ð Cardiff 

21st March ð Middlewich 

25th April - Beaulieu 

3rd May ð Preston 

1st August ð North Wales, Bodelwyddan Castle 

12th September ð Middlewich  

Further details can be found at 

www.boatjumbleassociation.co.uk 

Mooring Wanted  

Mooring wanted for next season, subject to council ap-

proval. Menai / Beaumaris area, for 29ft bilge keel yacht. 

Deep water or drying. ? Ed Hopkinson  

0775 956 3571 edhopkinson@yahoo.com  

National Association of Boat Jumbles  

Whilst we were all having a good time at the Dinner Dance the 

storm outside was taking its toll on the Strait navigation marks.  By 

morning both B10 and B12 had gone. The Council had one spare, 

but not two!  They fairly rapidly got B12 replaced, and on the week-

end of 5th/6th December B10 was replaced. 

Pictured opposite is Stan Zalot just prior to a new B10 being in-

stalled. At the time of writing one of the buoys had been located at 

Southport.   

DRC 

Sent in by David Whitehead 

A Moonlighting Bosun ?  

Spotted by Ian Hynes  

Last year Anglesey Fabrications 

were asked to undertake small 

repair and welding jobs that they 

couldnõt fulfil due to the distanc-

es to travel or small size of the 

job which were not cost effec-

tive for them or you, the cus-

tomer.  To overcome this they 

are offering to come to Gallows 

Point on a mutually agreed date

(s) and undertake pre-arranged 

repairs or welding on as many small jobs as they can fit 

in.   They can offer welding on steel, stainless steel, alu-

minium and plastic, manufacture / repair of metal & plas-

tic parts, rail straightening and polishing and passivation 

of stainless steel. 

If this is of interest please contact Keith or Sarah on 

01248 852278, fax 08714 338130 or e-mail  

info@angfab.co.uk  

Anglesey Fabrications  

11 February   Bob Bradfield Extreme Latitudes Sailing  

11 March  Ian Noble World Arc Part 2 - Bali to St 

Lucia  

www.manca.org.uk  NWVYC members are welcome. 

Manchester Cruising Association Events  

Who let the Buoys Out ?  


