Issue 132 October 2009

Newsletter of the North West Venturers Yacht Club
Gallows Point, Beaumaris, Anglesey LL58 5YL

Events for your Diary

7 Nov 1100 AGM at the club house - see papers and agenda inside
followed by Members Forum
1800  Bonfire party & DIY BBQ
Fireworks courtesy of Des Founds

8 Nov 1000  Servicing Outboard engines with Ken Hancock
See web notice board for updates

21 Nov 1830  Awards Giving Dinner and Dance at the Bulkeley Hotel
See form with this Venturer

*NEW?* Complete and pay online at www.nwvyc.org.uk

Commodore's Contribution

The last Sailing Event of the season turned out to be a real treat for those
who sailed with the OOD Alan Hollingworth to Victoria Dock. The winds
were gentle but sufficient for sailing for those who fancied tacking all the
way to Caernarfon and goose winging home with cruising chutes flying next
day. Nine yachts tied up in Victoria Dock and other Venturers came to Cae-
narfon by car with most attending a wonderful social organised for us by the
Royal Welsh Yacht Club. We were treated to a three course meal which
was delicious, preceded by a sherry/champagne reception. Twenty seven
Venturers were there, making it a very sociable evening.

The end of the season brought some beautiful high pressure systems with
mild weather and winds. Although not quite the wonderful summer in the
North West of the country which we were promised by some weather
forecasters, it has certainly been a big improvement on the previous two
summers.

| would like to extend a very warm welcome to the new members who have
joined us in 2009. Some of you we have started to get to know as you have
done some sailing with us this season. There are plenty of events over the
winter which are well attended by members. These will be advertised in this
and future newsletters. We have a bonfire night following our AGM and our
Prize Giving Dinner in November. Over the winter months there is a pro-
gramme of talks, workshops, boat jumbles and RYA Training courses so

o Jean Lumb’s article continues on next page ..
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In this edition:

AGM papers

Dinner Dance form (separate)
Cruise write ups

Bosun’s Store, Boat Shows and more
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read the Venturer to hear about these. So that longer stand-
ing Venturers can get to know you, the new members with
boat names are:

Paul and Sorana Kelly with a Macwester 27 “Whitewinds”
Jeremy Jago and Denise Lewis with a Sadler 28 “Oeuf
Course”

Richard and Sue Forder with a Moody 36 “Pearl”

John and Georgina Britland with a Hurley24/70 “Tongaii”
George Mawr with a Hurley 22 “Sophia Jane”

Nigel and Ann Hackney with a Hunter Pilot 27 “Sylvan”
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Peter Harris and Menna Jones with a Sadler 26 “Sylvia”
Owain and Gwen Perry with a Golden Hind “Jua”
Les and Jackie Downes with a Moody33 “Morning Mist”
William McCloskey and Gill Jenkins with and Oceanis36 “Irish
Mist”
Raymond Carroll with an Invicta “Lambay”
Michael Hollingworth with a Mrage28 “Chinook”
Oliver Snowdon with a WM King Classic “Shearwater”
Jean Lumb
Commodore

Vice Pudding : More Haste less Speed —a Cautionary Tale!

It was a lovely, if windless day in the straits and Snowbird,
fresh from her sojourn in Scotland, was back home and had
gone racing. To be honest she had, like most of the Firth Tro-
phy fleet, spent three hours drifting on the tide with only the
odd, tantalising, zephyr of wind to work with after the start.

With the barbecue already alight at the clubhouse and the
time limit for the race minutes away, we retired and motored
back to our mooring to pick up our Avon Redcrest dinghy to
tow it back to the beach where we intended to park Snow-
bird for the evening. Being competent sailors (sic), we tied
the dinghy’s painter up for’ard on Snowbird’s starboard rail so
that it would be out of the way when we deployed the kedge
off the stern in our classic beaching manoeuvre.

Seeing smoke coming from the BBQ and knowing that we
were already late on the tide to guarantee grounding Snow-
bird’s keels lightly on the shingle, | backed her away from the
mooring and once the crew, Barry and Jonquil, had shouted
back to me that we were clear, | engaged forward gear and
gunned the engine to make the dash for the beach.

Surprisingly, Snowbird seemed reluctant to respond, so |
went back into neutral and then reverse to try and remove
the weed that was evidently around the prop. Back into for-
ward and increasing the revs there was still not much re-
sponse but, since we would be able to clear the weed once
we were dried out, we pressed on. Shortly before reaching
the ‘bung the kedge over point’ we noticed that the member-

ship congregated around the BBQ were looking our way and
laughing, yes, laughing at us! B & | then looked over the bow
and saw the rubber duck was wedged broadside on and up-
side down beneath the stem and against the twin keels.
Clearly, as | had backed off the mooring the dinghy had pirou-
etted on her painter and had then been run over as | gunned
the throttle for the dash to the beach.

The beaching manoeuvre went reasonably well but how is it
that, from nowhere, cameras were suddenly produced by the
members on shore to record our slight mishap.

Once ashore, | tried to blag my way out of blame by suggest-
ing that | had been tumble washing the dinghy to remove grit
from its nooks and crannies but to no avail, albeit that we
know have a grit free tender.

I’'m only making this confession because it’s a sure bet that
some joker will have sent in a photo to the editor which will
appear somewhere in these pages. Well, | hope you all enjoy
yourselves at my expense but let me assure you, my camera
will be looking your way next time you do something silly.

Paul
Snowbird

P.S. Since we didn’t hit something solid, this is not, | repeat
not, a Rock Trophy event!!!

Editor’s note - lucky for us, roving reporter Sue Beetlestone was on

hand to take a photo, see the back page

The View from the Rear

My time as Rear Commodore is drawing to a close, and
through my tears of sorrow, | have only three events left to
organise. They are as follows and in firing order:

Ed - one event removed as Bob’s article was written several weeks
before publication

Annual General Meeting followed by Fireworks Party
— 7th November 2009

Details of the annual general meeting will be outlined else-

where in this issue. All the talking and strain of listening usu-
ally leads to increased levels of thirst that only the bar can
cure. The evening will be our annual fireworks night which

has really turned into quite an event. Des will be providing
the usual high quality fireworks which seem to attract an addi-
tional local audience along the sea front. We will light the club
BBQ’s for you to cook your own food on. Carol and | will put
together some salad to accompany it. There is no charge for
this event.
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Annual Prize Giving and Dinner Dance —21** Novem-

ber 2009

This years event is at the Bulkeley Hotel, in Beaumaris/
Biwmaris (see below!), as usual. The evening is very respect-
ful, at least to begin with! Dress is formal evening wear for
ladies and gents. We all sit there looking uncomfortable in
our once a year evening suits and dickey bows that don’t
seem to quite fit right any more. Well, I'm really speaking for
myself here but I'm sure I’'m not the only one.

A formal meal of several course (details on the enclosed
booking form) is served, during which we also hand out vari-
ous trophies and prizes that have been earned during the
year. The ‘Rock Trophy’ is usual the high light of this part of
the evening. Entertainment will again be provided by Neil, he
came up with just the right mix of music for our widely vary-
ing tastes last year. Thankfully, for those fitting the above
description, the ties and dickey bows and upper layers tend
to be dispersed with as the dancing starts.

Last years dinner dance was fully subscribed, the room has a
limit of about 60 people, so please book early to avoid disap-
pointment. You can do this by completing the form within
this edition, or, preferably online through the website via the
online form at www.nwvyc.org.uk. | have also noted some
local accommodation on the form. The Bulkeley usually offer
a discount to members attending the event, please contact
me for details of this. We will try to arrange similar with
other accommodation if required.
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Other Things

| was recently put to shame by the Royal Welsh Yacht Club’s
Rear Commodore. The club was invited to an evening with
them at their club house in Caernarfon where the RC had
cooked a three course meal for all fifty of us and their mem-
bers. He certainly was sweating when he came out of the
galley for his round of applause. Unfortunately, | wont have
any opportunity to try this out myself, but | don’t want any-
one to think | couldn’t do it if | wanted!

| was also quite touched by the trouble they had gone to in
welcoming us. Signs showing us the way had been put up at
the Victoria Dock gate and along route. They even had our
logo on the signs. On arrival members were at the door to
shake hands and hand us all a free glass of sustenance. They
had clearly gone out their way to look after us, and it really
worked. Thanks RWYC.

| keep getting picked up for the way | pronounce the town in
which our club resides. As some people know, | was brought
up locally and work on Anglesey. Most local people would not
know where Beaumaris was because it is referred to as
Biwmaris. Remember that Anglesey is predominantly Welsh
speaking. The pronunciation is pretty much as it appears
(Bewmaris) and sounds a bit different to ‘Bowmaris’. Sorry
for confusing people, I'll try harder to be bilingual about it!

Bob Scott
Winfarthing

A Royal Treat..

From uncertain beginnings came
a splendid weekend. We had it
in our programme as a formal
visit but RWYC did not have
any mention in their Events Cal-
endar. However following a con-
versation that Glen had some
weeks ago in their bar we were =
assured of a warm informal welcome.

So on the last weekend of the sailing programme 9 boats mo-
tored through the Swellies and then mostly tacked in the gen-
tle breeze down to Caernarfon and into Victoria Dock. There
appeared to be only one other visitor who innocently asked if
anybody knew of a mooring in Beaumaris for the following
evening as on their way to Fiddlers Ferry they wanted to have
a look being interested in a permanent mooring in the bay
next year. Yes you've guessed - within minutes they were
turning into David Clough’s best mates and before they real-
ised it they had said yes to joining us at RWYC that evening.
This allowed Georgina to cockpit socialise and not worry
whether David was rebuilding the engine or the interior be-
fore tea.

Promptly at 7.30 pm some 27 Venturers repaired to the

RWYC for a sherry and bubbly reception followed by an ex-
cellent three course dinner superbly hosted by their Presi-
dent and members. They had dressed all of the tables com-
plete with candelabras. To do justice to this, copious bottles
of red and white wine along with beer and lager etc got
drunk. Your Commodore reckoned that she had had || dif-
ferent drinks during the course of the afternoon and evening
though no one questioned how she was able to count. It was
also noticed that John Lomas retired early to walk Oscar.

The following day brought the answer to the bumps in the
night. Apparently Paul Morton who along with Jen had sailed
on Stargazer felt that Des was in need of a 2 am deck shower
to calm him down after he had found his Dorado vent in

Alan’s article continues on next page ..
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pieces on the
foredeck.

And so to
home with
even less
wind than
the day be-
fore. Well
not just yet.
Sarico had

sailed down
with Kath and Bill Hyde off Tiger Lily and was returning with
Mary and Ralph Pierce off Sooty Tern on board. There they
were all booted and suited chomping at the bit for the gate to
open at the stated time of 1346 hours and shouting at Chi-
nook who was tied outside to hurry back on board so they
could maximise their final sail of the season. However there
was a small matter of air pressure holding down the tide
which meant it didn’t open for another 20 minutes, at which
time we all ghosted, drifted and motored back through the
Swellies to our moorings.

A good weekend to end the season; Sylvan came through the
Swellies for the first time; Des’ Y fronts got an airing, and
wetting; David has found a potential new member; and most
importantly we were warmly welcomed and superbly and
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royally hosted by the RWYC.

And that’s it. Thank you to everyone who attended whether
by sea or road | think we showed the Venturers support for
the Royal Welsh. Oh and David here is a link that you may
find of interest http://weather.mailasail.com/Franks-Weather/
Pressure-And-Tides

Alan Hollingworth
Chinook

Pearl’'s Summer Cruise
For the past four years we have enjoyed sailing aboard our
previous boat Andante, a Westerly Merlin. Our adventures
took us north as far as the Isle of Bute and then last year to
[Ifracombe with plenty of ports of call in between! However
we knew that we wanted to change to a bigger boat and at
Easter this year we managed to find the boat of our dreams, a
shoal keel Moody 36 at Pwllheli. With the necessary libations
to Neptune we renamed her “Pear| of Pwllheli” and enjoyed
sailing her back to Conwy. Spring Bank week gave us chance
for a longer trip to the Isle of Man with four nights in Douglas
allowing us to explore the island while waiting for the

weather window for a fast trip back.

We managed a couple of weekend trips focussing on getting
ready for the Summer Cruise. Richard went to the North
Wales Boat Show where he met David Gough who signed us
up as members. We have liked the look of the NWVCC sail-
ing programme and hope to see how this will work for us
getting out of Conwy marina.

The last Saturday of July saw us escape from the marina which
was having sill problems, and to head up to Port Wen, listen-
ing out on Ch 69. It was great to hear that Sarico was on her
way as well. That evening we enjoyed visiting David and
Georgina on board Sarico and hearing about the adventures

Glenarm marina, N.I.

Our furthest point north

of the NWVYC. Many thanks and we look forward to return-

ing the invite.

Early next morning we headed north west for Peel and it was
a pleasant surprise to be called by Whispered Secret who was
on her return trip. At Peel we had one night rafted on the
harbour wall before moving to a pontoon for two nights. The
excellent House of Manannan provided shelter from the driz-
zle and we enjoyed local walks.

Then it was time to head across to Bangor; a brisk force 5
and following seas got us there in 3 hours less than planned.
We used a day ashore to explore the North Coast by train
and bus visiting the Giant’s Causeway and Ballycastle. We


http://weather.mailasail.com/Franks-Weather/Pressure-And-Tides
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hope to sail to Rathlin Island in the future. A short crossing
gave us chance for a close look at one of the tall ships on its
way to Belfast as we headed for Carrickfergus, where the
second night is free to tempt sailors to stay longer. Took ad-
vantage of the good value service wash while there!

Smelling sweeter we set sail for Glenarm where there was a
warm welcome from the harbourmaster. We explored the
village, followed a forest trail and enjoyed the walled gardens.
We will certainly consider using Glenarm again when heading
north.

Time to head for home and we contemplated the timings for
arriving at Conwy on a rising tide. A stop at Peel would not
coincide with the gate being open, so we headed for Port St
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Mary with our first passage through Calf Sound. It was so
“rolly” overnight that it was a relief to get up at 5 a.m and to
head for home with much smoother seas than the previous
day. Hurrah, the marina gate had been fixed and we were
back in our berth by 3 p.m.!

We enjoyed our trip and visiting new places. Since then we
have been around Anglesey, meeting Alfresco and Arabella at
Victoria Dock. We look forward to meeting more NWVCC
members ashore and afloat. Once one of us has been up the
mast to attach a halyard from the spreaders we’ll be able to
fly the pennant!

Sue and Richard Forder
Pearl

North West Venturers Yacht Club

Gallows Point, Beaumaris, Anglesey.
The 48" Annual General Meeting
Saturday 7th November 2009 at 11.00 hrs.

AGENDA

Apologies for absence.

Commodore's Report.
Vice-Commodore's Report.
Rear-Commodore's Report.

N o ks 0DdhPRE

7.1 Changes to facilitate CASC Status

7.2 Changes to

to a General Meeting
7.3 Minor Changes
8. Changes to membership fees

8.1 Increase in membership fees

reserve

Approval of the Minutes of the 47" Annual General Meeting.

Treasurer's Report: accounts for the Club.
Proposed amendments to the constitution (see below).

the authori

8.2 New subscription rate for single members who are not associated with a

boat
9. Increase in Entry Fee
10. Election of Officers.
11. Election of Committee Members.

12. Election of Hon. Auditor. Derek Lumb has offered to act in this capacity

satiohn

o f

The business meeting will be followed by a Members' Forum, providing the opportunity to raise any matters

regarding Club activities.
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7 Proposed amendments to the constitution (see below).

7.1 Changes to facilitate CASC Status

The club has been considering applying for CASC (Community Amateur Sports Club) status for some years but
until recently the benefits have been relatively small. CASC status is granted by the Inland revenue and has the fc
lowing benefits;

9 The first £30,000 of trading profit is free of Corporation Tax.

9 There is mandatory rates relief of 80%

9 Any donations (but not subscriptions can be gift aided).

In order to qualify for CASC status the club must be open to the whole community.
The club has consulted the Inland Revenue and they have asked for a number of changes in the constitution.

The benefits to the club would vary from year to year but in a normal year they would allow us to receive interest c
our reserve bank accounts without deduction of tax, which would be worth about £800. In a year where we have
considerable income from advertising (like this one) the benefit would be approximately an additional £1200.

The changes required are:

Clause 2.1 replace with
2.1. The object of the club is to provide facilities for and promote participation of the whole community in the spor
of sailing and to encourage an understanding of the principles of navigation and seamanship.

Clause 10 Insert

Membership of the club shall be open to all persons irrespective of ethnicity, nationality, sexual orientation, relig-
ion, or beliefs; or of age, sex or disability except as a necessary consequence of the requirements of Sailing as a |
ticular sport

Clause 10.1
Delete fand containing the signatures of two Full m

Clause 10.2

Replace witHL0.2 The club may refuse or expel from membership only for good and sufficient cause, such as con-
duct or character likely to bring the Club or sport into disrepute. Appeal against such a decision may be made to tl
clubés members and decided by a majority vot e.

Clause 10.3
Re p | aww blackiballs shall excluded  wvEiettitn shall be by a simple majority voté

Proposed Derek Lumb
Seconded David Clough

7.2 Changes to reserve the authorisation of
General Meeting

In the last five years the Club's reserves have virtually doubled. This is partly due to the amalgamation of the Pilo
account with the reserves, but is also the result of some careful management by the committee. As a result the 1
serves are in the region of £100,000. At this level it would seem to be prudent to place additional controls on the
use of Club funds, whilst at the same time not restricting the ability of the committee to commit to reasonable capi-
tal items.

With this background, we propose the following amendment to the Constitution:
Insert new clause 8.2

8.2 The committee may only authorise expenditure such that the total expenditure incurred and committed for al
purposes does not exceed the revenues received (excluding interest receivable) in the current year plus 5% of tl
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club's reserve bank balances. Any expenditure in excess of this must receive prior approval from a General Mee
ing.
Renumber subsequent clauses as necessary

For the year ending August 2008 (the last available figures), that would enable the committee to authorise expenc
ture of:

Income £19,652
From Reserves £4,366 (5% of the Standard Life and Bank of Scotland Accounts)
TOTAL £23,992

(Actual expenditure was £17,537)

Proposed David Clough
Seconded Ralph Morris

7.3 Minor Changes
Clause7.0Change fa soci al and hoahoa seco mminmnti ¢ & ® etbo Aa so0

i7.1 The Commi t tAnmmitteesyor sagh puopbsestas may lbe considered neces-
sary, it being obligatory however to set up a sailing &dimmittee, and a social and a house sub-
committee.

The social and house subcommittee actually looks after club socials and has no responsibility for the clubhouse. It
would be useful to have a small sub committee to assist the House Officer in looking after the clubhouse. This sme
change clarifies the roles of the stimmittees and provides for assistance to the House Officer.

Proposed Derek Lumb
SecondedDavid Clough

Clause 11.1 add at end
A General Meeting under clause 13.2 establishes subscriptions and it is permissible to create subscription bands
within a membership class if properly proposed and approved by a General Meeting.

This clarifies the existing ability of a General Meeting to set different subscription rates for a single class of membe
ship. This avoids the need for constitutional changes where the only difference is the subscription rate payable. Th
currently only applies to the under 25 reduced rate subscription for single members. By not creating a separate cat
gory for this, the age could be changed to say 21 or 23 without need for a constitutional change BUT the new rate
and the change would still be set by a General Meeting under clause 13.2

Clause 13.1

R e p | &3cl&here shall be an Entrance Fee, established by a general meeting, for each class of membership. Tt
Entrance Fee shall not be changed except by resolut
With

"n13.1 Entrance fees, established by a Gener al Meet i
Clause 11.2

Change 3 years to two
The three year qualification was introduced at the time of a great deal of potential change as a precaution to stop ¢
form of coup. In the event it has been completely unnecessary and debars enthusiastic new members from getting
involved with the management of the club.

11.2 Full Membership (Single or Family)
Full Membership is open to anyone over the age of 18 years who satisfies the committee that the
have an interest in sail cruising and have aims and objectives that are in sympathy with those of th
Club. All full members shall be entitled to vote in any Club election. Any full member who either (a)
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joined the Club and became a full member before 6th November 2004 or (b) has been a full memb
for not less than two consecutive years immediately prior to standing, shall be entitled to stand for
the committee of management.". Members of less than two years standing méypbedoon to

the Committee of Management under rule 7.4. Full members shall, subject to rule 16.5, be entitled t
full use of the Club's facilities (subject to availability).

Proposed Derek Lumb

Seconded David Clough

8. Changes to membership fees

8.1 Increase in membership fees

9 Costs continue to increase significantly including electricity, water and insurance.
1 Subscriptions (membership fees) do not now cover theaddsty running expenses of the Club

T The economic climate is restricting many memberséo
excessive.

The Committee recommends that membership fees be increased as follows:

2009 2010 2010(discounted)*
Family £85 £90 £85
Single £64 £65 £61
Single(under 25) £25 £25 £22
Outport £48 £50 £46
Junior £10 £10 £10
Anchor £17 £18 £15

Proposed David White
Seconded Derek Lumb

= =

T
il

8.2 New subscription rate for single members who are not associated with a boat

From time to time we have people who want to join the club to start sailing but who do not have a boat. Thes
people hope to find crewing opportunities with the club and there are clearly club members who from time to
time are in need of crew.

For such people, the cost of joining is high for what is a pretty speculative benefit.

It is therefore proposed that people who are not
ber or regularly sail on a club boat) receive a reduced subscription in their first year of membership of £25 an
are not required to pay an entry fee.

If they wish to remain members after the first year they must then join in the normal way and pay the appro-
priate entry fee.

They would not receive the joining pack.

It is proposed that new members who wish to join to obtain crewing opportunities and at the time of joining have nc
association with a cruising boat are allowed to join as associate members at a reduced rate of £25 for the first year
membership with no the entry fee. They would not receive a welcome pack or door entry tag. After the first year the
would be required to join as Full Members and pay the appropriate entry fee if they wished to continue membershi
Proposed Derek Lumb

Seconded David Clough

Increase in Entry Fee

T

The joining fee is designed so that new members
by existing and previous members and from which the new member will benefit.
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T New member s
passage

t he

al so
pl anning

recei ve a
Profor ma

1 The joining fee has not been increased for more than 10 years.

T The ¢l ubéds

reserves

have i

The cost of a club burgee has risen form £5 to £20.

Aj oi ni
and

ncreased
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ng packo which
a copy of the
substantially

It is therefore proposed that the Entrance Fee shall be increased with immediate effect. Applications received prior
the meeting complete with payment may proceed at thimprease rate.

Entrance Fee
Family

Single
Single(under 25)
Outport

Junior

Anchor

Proposed David Clough
Seconded Christine Hynes

Existing Proposed
£50 £65

£35 £50

£15 £40

£25 £50

£0 £0

£EN/A N/A

Nominations for Club Officers and Committee

The following nominations for officers had been received four weeks before the AGM, and in accordance with the
Constitution are offered for election to the Committee of Management for the year 1st January to 31st December

2009.
Position

President
Commodore
Vice-Commodore
Rear-Commodore
Hon. Sailing Captain
Hon. Secretary
Hon. Treasurer

Hon.Bosun

Hon. Membership Sec.

Hon. House Officer
Ordinary Member
Ordinary Member
Ordinary Member
Ordinary Member

Ordinary Member

Nomination
John Partington

Paul Mountford
Glen Warburton
Christine Hynes
Malcolm Thomas
Charles Townley
David White
David Clough
Ray Wilton
Derek Asquith

I. Hynes

Ralph Pierce
Alison Pattinson
Vacancy

Vacancy

Proposer
Not required

Jean Lumb
Deborah Cassidy
Derek Lumb
Nick Lowther
John Partington
Harry Puttick
Clive Robinson
lan Warren
Ralph Pierce
Georgina Clough
John Stanley
Paul Edgar

Seconder
Not required

Carolyn Warburton
lan Cragg
Georgina Clough
lan Banks

Jean Lumb
George Hollis
Roger Danby
Mike Wilkes
David Clough
Tim Downes
Colin Pattinson

Ralph Pierce

Nominations from the floor will be accepted for the vacant additional ordinary committee members.
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Baptism of Fire(works)

During this years summer cruise Abraxas had struggled for 10
days against gales and poor weather to get as for as Rothesay.
By the time we got there the forecasts were so poor that we
decided to set off for home along with Stargazer and Genesis.
Winfarthing was somewhere about and decided to stay a little
longer so it was we three boats who left Rothesay in fairly
wild squally weather on the return trip. The two bigger boats
made huge passages through little weather windows while
Abraxas trying to make shorter hops wound up 3 days later
in Stranraer where we found ourselves storm bound for a
further 3 days with either unremitting rain or very strong
winds or both. Eventually we saw an opportunity to go for
Peel — SW becoming W 4-5 occasionally 6, sea state moder-
ate. From Stranraer we were unable to get the tidal timings
right to carry tide around Causewall point and reach the Mull
of Galloway at slack but it was neaps and we were confident
that we could push any adverse tide and arrive at Peel before
midnight which was the latest time for the lock gate into the
inner harbour.

It was a sixty mile trip and as we passed Portpatrick our last
port of refuge, the seas started to build and unlike the fore-
cast of SW going W the winds remained south and firmly on
the nose. We decided to press on now we were underway
and went through dreadful over falls at the Mull of Galloway
covering the ground at 7 knots. About 10 pm it began to go
dark and we could see the town lights of Peel. By now the
seas were really building and we began to look for the light-
house on the end of the outer harbour wall. The pilot book
said white light occulting 7 secs visible from 6 miles. We had
been to Peel in daylight a few times and thought we had a

good idea of where to look but each time we thought we had
a light the sea threw us about so much that it had vanished
among the town lights before we could definitely identify it.
We had put a way point in both our GPS sets using Reeds for
the hand held at the end of the harbour wall and about a mile
off the entrance in our main set. By now it was pitch black
and we were 5 miles off and while we were sure the GPS
would lead us in we were desperate to see the actual light-
house, both straining in the darkness to pick out the white
light amongst all the lights of Peel.

Suddenly as if to give us a final hurdle after all the struggles of
the last || hours the sky ahead exploded in a giant mass of
fireworks. It was a carnival in Peel and for the next hour we
were treated to a sky full of flashing lights making identity of
one flashing light impossible.

In the event the GPS did take us to the end of the harbour
wall and 2 mile out we finally spotted the lighthouse and
sailed round into the outer harbour and much calmer water.
When Carol called up Douglas to open the gate we were
very relieved to hear that we had made it with 20 minutes to
spare.

Once rafted up inside the inner harbour, shore lines on and
boat put to bed it was after midnight and we were both very
tired after such a hard day. | said to Carol shall we go straight
to bed or open a bottle of wine- guess we all know the an-
swer to that one.

Derek Asquith
Abraxas
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Southampton Boat Show.

12 mem-
bers took
up the
offer of
Boat Show
tickets.
Georgina
and | were
there on
the Mon-
day, and

had an excellent day — weather was good, and the crowds
weren’t too bad. Speaking with a couple of exhibitors they
indicated that sales had been good — one had taken as much
in the first 3 days as they had at the halfway point at last years
show.

Remember that | will be offering London Excel Tickets —
there should be another Venturer due out before Christmas
and full details will be in that, or keep your eyes on the Bo-
suns section of the web site.

Life raft Servicing and Sail Laundering

The collection forms are in the clubhouse
— please ensure that your life rafts/sails are /

left in the extension with the form se- {
curely attached, and your name clearly \

marked on each sail bag. All sails/life rafts
will be collected from the clubhouse in the
week prior to the AGM, and delivered back again late March /
early April.

Please do not make arrangements for direct delivery to Nor-
West / The Boatshed as it makes the process administratively
more complicated.
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Flares

Forms for Flares should be available in the
clubhouse in time for the AGM, and also
on the web site. If you require details in
advance, please e-mail me directly at bo-
sun@nwvyc.org.uk.

Chain/Shackles

Last year, at very short notice, we did a deal with Island
Chain at Shrewsbury. This year | will be a bit more organ-
ised! Given the number of mooring incidents this year | an-
ticipate all members taking extra care on their self maintained
moorings, and anticipate requirements for chain / swivels and
shackles. Full details will be in the next Venturer. | would
hope to have all orders placed by end February, with delivery
to Gallows Point in March — if any member requires an ear-
lier delivery then that shouldn’t be a problem.

Dickies Discount Hour

The Dickies Discount Hour in February is coming up, to coin-
cide with a club winter event (normally February). For those
that are new to the club, this is a very popular event where
Dickies stay open exclusively for NWVYC members for an
extra hour on a Saturday, and offer members exclusive dis-
counts off chandlery. ‘Specials’ can also be ordered in ad-
vance, and Dickies will endeavour to match any cheaper
source you have found subject to proof of the offer and avail-
ability of the product. And of course, if you need to make a
warranty claim you take it back to Dickies rather then having
to post it to the far flung reaches of the country. Final ar-
rangements still have to be made with Dickies, and details will
be in the next Venturer.

Salty Stories from the Chair

Ralph Hill, one of the early
members of the club (and a
very active one) has published
a book entitled ‘Salty Stories
from the Chair’. It contains
stories written by Ralph a
number of years ago, some

for a sailing magazine, in-
tended to help those new to
sailing to know some of the
things to look out for, but

instead of a manual of sea-

manship Ralph wrote a series
of Novelettes in an amusing
and entertaining manner. The book concludes with a true
tale of a short cruise in 1999, and then the story of Ralph
cruising round Britain in 1990 for charity. The book is dedi-
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cated to the NWVYC, and in particular Dave Swinton who
supported and helped Ralph’s single handed circumnavigation,
and to those members who provided help with the stories.

There are many references to ‘Uncle Jo’ and ‘Chinkie’ in the
book — Uncle Jo being the armchair in which Chinkie (who is
the Club’s old hand, Ralph’s invention) sat viewing the activi-
ties in the Bay.

Copies are available in the Bosuns Store, priced £7, a saving
of £3.99 on the Amazon price. An ideal Christmas present!

New Cruising Anglesey and Adjoining Waters Pilot.

IMRAY have advised that the new Pilot will be available ‘in
time for Christmas’. Although the Pilot is now in full colour
with Google aerial maps, and will come with a plastic coated
metal spiral rather then the current plastic, IMRAY are hold-
ing the RRP at £25, so the member’s price remains £20 if
collected from the clubhouse. | have a number on order, but
it would be useful if | could have some indications from those
of you who will be upgrading to the new Pilot for readiness
for the 2010 season.

Christmas Presents

If you would like to obtain any Bosuns Store items (including
2010 Almanacs) in time to wrap them for your loved one as a
stocking filler for Christmas, please let me know by 7% No-
vember. | can then guarantee delivery to the clubhouse
(subject to availability at IMRAY) by end November, or ar-
range postage. Sweat Shirts, Fleeces, Knitted Hats, Ripper
Wallets, Pilots, Chart Folios, books and Almanacs all make
great presents. Remember the Bosuns Store can supply all
IMRAY, Admiralty and RYA publications at prices lower than
any Chandlery, local or national.

Ralph Hill sent us this picture from his book, Salty Stories, in

colour showing a view during the 1990 Falmouth Classic race.
He took part in the race in the 26-30ft class and came 2nd!

Note - if anyone is travelling to Chelmsford / Southminster area in the near future can they let Dave know, as there is a box of items to

collect from Ralph Hill
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The Joys of being a Venturer

T

You can leave your boat snug and secure on a Sunday

evening and drive home along the A55 without a care in
the world.

You can receive a friendly phone call from Derek Lumb

late that same night to tell you that you your boat is not
actually on its mooring, its bobbing about in the surf just
in front of his house.

While you enjoy your drive back along the A55, Derek
and his next door neighbour will spend 2 hours fending
your boat off the pier and sea wall, eventually securing it
to a handy “no parking” sign on the promenade.

On the next tide, you can watch aghast as well meaning

local boatmen try to tow away your deck whilst your hull
is still firmly aground.

You can marvel at Derek’s Cunning Kedging Plan utilising
his unfeasibly long nylon warp; an ingenious block and
tackle and Queen Mary sized anchors from Whispered
Secret, which he duly digs in with pick and shovel.

In the meantime you can negotiate film rights with passing

tourists who are videoing the whole sorry saga.

As the weather deteriorates, Derek will consult his
gizmo’s and confirm that what feels like an onshore gale
is, in fact, an onshore gale. His good news is that the next
tide will be slightly higher.

You can look on in amazement as, in a spirit of inter-club
cooperation, your skipper spends an hour up to his neck
in the surf helping to save a vintage Royal Anglesey racer
which, seeking freedom and companionship with your
own boat, has also forsaken its mooring.

Working Party

Yet another good turn out for the working party. Many
thanks to all of you who offered your services especially
those of you who brought along strimmers, spades and
a variety of other gardening tools and equipment.

The weather was kind to us and we managed to com-
plete all the end of season jobs before lunch.

Look forward to seeing you all again at the start of sea-
son working party.

Derek Asquith
House Officer

9 Once safely refloated, thanks to Derek’s Cunning Kedging
Plan, you can provide hours of entertainment for fellow
Venturers (safe in the sanctuary of the clubhouse) as you
demonstrate how difficult it is to pick up a mooring in 40
knots, gusting 50. Thankfully, its too noisy for your skip-
per to hear your nautical expletives.

As Derek says, its what being a Venturer is all

Alison Pattinson
“Alfresco”

PS. On a serious note, we would like to thank Derek Lumb,
and his neighbour lan, for their help. We would also urge
Venturers to check their mooring swivels very carefully. Al-
though it was intended for a larger boat and seemed ok on
cursory examination, the one on the mooring we had bor-
rowed (with the owner’s permission) simply came apart,

“Why not
come up, the
view’s nicer up

here!”

Derek Lumb is
spotted atop
Whispered
Secret on the

mooring.

Below : the Snowbirds find a new way to remove all the grit
from the dinghy! See Vice Pudding article.
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