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09 May 1230 Cemaes Bay - possible change of OOD TBC - please see 

Web Event Noticeboard 

16 May TBA  

 1800 

Fife and MSOD Racing with the RAYC - Jean Lumb 

BBQ and Music Night at the Club - see inside 

23 May 0900 

     BH  1830 

Cruise to IoM - SeaMint Trophy with Des Founds 

Port St Mary - return BH Monday 

30 May 1230 Bank Holiday Trip to Abermenai - New Members 

Weekend with Jean Lumb and Ian Hynes 

06 June 0930 *NEW* Visit to Traeth Coch Sailing Club with Nick 

Lowther 

13 June 1400 Porth Eilian with Bob Scott 

20 June 0830 Holyhead (Astrador Cup) with Jean Lumb 

27 June 1100 Rhoscolyn with Bernie Hobart 

Commodore's Report  

Jean Lumbõs article continues on next page .. 

 

Llanddwyn Trip Report Inside  

Start of Season Party pictures by Georgina Clough  

Welcome to the 2009 Sailing Season which so far has proven to be a prom-

ising one with many boats launching over the Easter weekend.  Although we 

are looking forward to a busy summer, the Venturers certainly do not go 

into hibernation over the winter. Very heartfelt thanks are due to members 

who take part in winter events and also for the hard work involved by a 

great many people who ensure the North West Venturersõ Yacht Club con-

tinues to thrive and develop. 

One of the aims of the Winter Events programme is to offer to members at 

least two RYA training courses a year. These are particularly valuable for 

both new members who may be new to sailing and also to long standing 

members who need to update knowledge or learn new skills associated with 

sailing and caring for yachts. The RYA courses which ran successfully this 

year were the Yachtmaster Theory course and the RYA Radar course, both 

http://www.nwvyc.org.uk/
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run by Dave Winson. 

The success of our winter events programme is due to the 

considerable hard work put in by members. Thanks are due 

to Derek Lumb for the job of organising the RYA courses 

which ran very smoothely and to Paul Mountford for organis-

ing winter events. We very much enjoyed  David Rainsbury, 

Vyv Cox and Charles Townleyõs talks about long haul sailing, 

sharing sailing adventures which some Venturers hope to 

experience themselves, probably during retirement. Thanks 

to Dave Clough for arranging the Dickies Discount hour and 

Boat Jumble.  Last but not least thanks to Bob Scott and all 

those who organise and contribute to social events in the 

Club feeding Members, keeping them happy with Real Ales 

and for clearing up afterwards and also for our entertaining 

Prize Giving dinner. The Beginning of Season Party was en-

joyed particularly by those who needed to rest after working 

hard in the morning re-juvenating the Cluhouse. 

New Members  

I would like to particularly welcome our new members and 

hope you have a successful sailing season. To ensure you 

make the most of sailing with the Club there are a number of 

ways of communicating with Members ð The Newsletter, 

Yearbook and Web Site. We also have an AGM which is fol-

lowed by a Members Forum where members have the oppor-

tunity to give their views to the Committee and each other 

on how they feel the Club has functioned throughout the 

year and offer views on how things might be improved. 

The Sailing programme for the year comes to you as a 

printed card and is also printed at the beginning of the Year-

book. If you have examined the sailing programme you will 

see that for each event offered, there is an OOD. This is the 

Officer of the Day. This person kindly agrees to act as the 

focal point for the sailing event, agrees changes to the pro-

gramme necessitated by weather and generally focuses the 

event. 

Individual members are entirely responsible for their own 

weekends but the OOD is there to help so make full use of 

the person. Any member is welcome to contact the OOD 

well before the cruise by phone, email or through the web-

site event noticeboard, to talk about the event if you wish. In 

some cases it will be essential to do so as places need to be 

booked (sailing on the Royal Anglesey Fifes and MSODs 

boats ). Alternatively if you feel reasonably confident all you 

need to do is speak to the OOD on VHF/DSC radio from 

your boat an hour before departure on CH69 to let the per-

son know you are taking part. One of the main reasons the 

club was established was on the premise that cruising in com-

pany with others made for greater safety and provided moral 

support. Certainly my years of sailing in company with the 

Venturers has hugely increased my confidence as well as 

greatly increasing my enjoyment of putting to sea. This in-

creased confidence came not only from weekend sailing but 

also from joining the summer cruises further afield to Scot-

land or Ireland. 

So, please take part in the sailing programme and draw on the 

experience of Venturers who have cruised these waters for 

many years. 

Jean Lumb 

Commodore 

Well, the Start of Season Party went off with a bang thanks to 

Des Founds having kept the damp away from the fireworks 

that we should have used in November. What a contrast in 

weather, a Force 10 and torrential rain for our Bonfire Party 

and almost warm and balmy for the S.O.S.P.. Letõs hope that 

augers well for the seasonõs sailing and waterside merry mak-

ing.  

As youõll probably already know from having been there, or 

will have learnt from other articles in this edition of The Ven-

turer, the S.O.S.P was a huge success thanks to, possibly, an-

other record attendance and, of course, Bob & Carol Scott 

and all their other catering team members putting on a great 

Mexican themed spread. Good too, to see a few more fellas 

at the sink, washing and drying up afterwards.   

We also had a good attendance at the working party earlier 

in the day which saw the clubhouse and grounds being 

spruced up. Thanks to everyone who took part and to Derek 

Asquith for organizing things. 

Now that many of our boats are afloat and our sailing season 

in our home waters is underway, it may seem strange to 

think about sailing further afield in the late summer / early 

autumn. During our close season talks, we learnt of the pleas-

ures, mostly, of sailing in usually warmer climes and I floated 

the idea of perhaps organizing a club flotilla or bare-boat 

charter cruise in Greek, Croatian or Turkish waters later in 

the year. To that end I have been in contact with Sunsail, 

Neilson, Sailing Holidays and others to see whether we could 

get a bit of a discount from them if we made a party booking 

with them. Their responses have been encouraging but they 

wonõt commit themselves to talking discounts unless I can 

give them a reasonably firm idea of numbers.  

Neilson are currently offering up to 20% off flotilla bookings 

for May and early June so it looks as though there ought to 

be deals going for the late season too. As an indication of 

possible costs, Neilsonõs are advertising a weekõs flotilla in the 

Ionian on a Moody S31, flying from Manchester on Sunday 20 

September with Thomas Cook Airlines, at £450.00 per per-

Vice Pudding  
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This year's summer cruise is destined for Scotland, in particu-

lar the Firth of Clyde.  There are two groups setting off, one 

on the 18th and one the 25th, both for two weeks with a 

week overlap.  The aim is to go via the Isle of Man and do 

everything in pleasant day hops.  We are hoping to go as far 

as the Isle of Arran although people with more time may 

want to take longer and head further North.  A stop in Ire-

land may be well be incorporated.   

I have asked the Met Office for good weather, F3-4 during the 

day and F0 overnight, and looking at the predictions just out 

for a barbeque summer, they have obliged. 

So far we have about half a dozen boats expressing interest.  

Last year's cruise was a big success and hopefully we can du-

plicate this again. 

This will be my first time sailing in Scotland and I'm looking 

forward to the breathtaking vistas and wonderful anchorages 

I've heard all about.  Please make use of the club's online no-

tice board to broadcast your thoughts as we get closer to the 

event.  See you there! 

Glen Warburton, Sailing Captain 

Summer Cruise -  Firth of Clyde  

Saturday 16th May 6:00 pm  

Celebrate the start of the season proper with live music and a 

barrel of local real ale. 

Local group Miv, Kev and Dave will play a range of popular 

songs old and new on Guitar and Mandolin to sing along or 

dance to. 

Bring your Family and Friends. None members are welcome 

and need to be signed in. See you there ! 

Barbequed food and salad is included.  

Celebration Ale will be on tap for those of you who like a 

ôproperõ pint. 

Admission Price: £10 Adults £5 Children 

son and before any discounts. On that boat, 2-4 people can 

be accommodated but only two are needed. On more expen-

sive, newer, boats there may be a minimum of 4 or 6 payers 

required and per person costs are also higher. Costs in Octo-

ber are cheaper too, but there may be no flights from Man-

chester then.  

So that I can make further enquiries of the various compa-

nies, can you let me know, by e-mail preferably, if you are 

seriously interested in joining in a Venturerõs flotilla in late 

September / early October and how many berths / boats you 

might want to opt for. No obligation at this stage but obvi-

ously, for the purposes of negotiating discounts, I will need to 

know prospective numbers with some degree of certainty. 

Finally, back to things nearer home, Traeth Coch S C have 

been unable to accommodate our visit to them originally 

scheduled for August 22nd and it has been re-arranged for 

June 6th. They promise us their usual hospitality and live mu-

sic, so please make an effort to join us on that visit, by boat 

or car. I will need to give TCSC an idea of numbers early in 

the week prior to the visit and those of you with e-mail will 

get a reminder then. 

Paul Mountford 

Vice Commodore 

Home: tel 01633 680187 

e-mail: pandjmountford@waitrose.com. 

Live Music Evening at the Venturers Club  
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The last time I was down for OOD was not a great success.  

It was to Cemaes Bay, which I donõt know well, the weather 

was poor and when the time came I had to announce that I 

was unable to go due to work commitments.  I wasnõt keel-

hauled for this failure, but some may have considered it. 

So, when Mike Cassidy called me to ask if I could stand-in for 

him as OOD to Llanddwyn, I was not sure it would prove to 

be a wise move, especially as Pat was away for the weekend, 

but I felt I ought to make amends and agreed.  Anyway, Mike 

looks a lot tougher that me and I dared not decline é 

It didnõt start well.  The forecasts were not consistent and 

the BBC inshore forecast on Friday even spoke of E-SE force 

7, somewhat at odds with the one in my passage plan but 

then I had prepared that on Tuesday.  Other forecasts 

(MetCheck, WindGuru, XCWeather and Passage Weather) 

suggested a F4 on Saturday but otherwise calm conditions.  

The discrepancy could be explained by the large sea areas 

covered by the BBC forecast which on this occasion ex-

tended close to the low tracking eastwards along the north 

Cornwall and Devon coast.  Such discrepancies are often the 

case and I was fairly sure that the more localised forecasts 

would prove to be correct.  That didnõt stop me from having 

some wobbly moments and even preparing an alternative 

passage plan to Cemaes, but chatting to some members on 

Saturday morning stiffened my resolve to head south. 

The second problem from the start was communication.  

Our mooring is south of the bridges at Y Felinheli so I could-

nõt do a briefing at the clubhouse on Saturday morning.  In-

stead I went there on Friday night and sat there all alone for 

an hour or so, chewing my lip over my ônorth-or-southõ deci-

sion.  Wobbling on your own is no fun, I can tell you.  I was 

on board at 8 am and tried VHF ch 69 but it seemed no-one 

was around yet.  I had to go north through the Swellies to 

pick up my crew (Charlotte and Sally from ôSpartan Warriorõ) 

and could not raise anyone on the VHF at all (it totally 

packed-up later on), and only managed it on my hand-held 

once north of Britannia bridge.  Thus there was no proper 

briefing and only a hurried message that we were still going 

to Llanddwyn, passed via the ever-ready-and-willing Dave 

Clough on ôSaricoõ.  The other boats joining us were Osprey, 

Abraxas, Chinook, Genesis, and Safari. 

We all had a good sail down the Straits, past Y Felinheli and 

Plas Menai.  The S-to-SE wind was a good direction although 

a little fluky in direction and strength, coming off the land, so 

we had reaches with the occasional tack and even a gybe or 

two!  Genesis was bringing up the rear as they had been de-

layed searching for some charts left on the beach.  Dave 

Clough on Sarico managed to introduce a commercial break 

on VHF ch 69, offering replacements at attractive prices - he 

never misses a trick.   It was a bit of a shake-down cruise for 

some and, with the contradictory forecasts, Sarico elected to 

check into Victoria dock as they had had a disturbed night on 

their mooring and had some maintenance tasks to complete. 

Safari also decided not to leave the Straits, but we were to 

see them again in the morning in unusual circumstances. 

The weather was turning out to be good, in line with the 

more encouraging forecasts, as 5 of us sailed over the bar 

towards Llanddwyn, resorting to motoring as the wind fell 

light.  It seemed to me that there was more depth than previ-

ous years, which Alan on Chinook confirmed when returning 

in the evening, so we cut across directly to the ôIslandõ instead 

of going all the way out to C2 buoy.  Donõt take this as a rec-

ommendation, though ð I donõt want letters from your insur-

ers! 

At Llanddwyn we all started the game of musical anchors, 

dashing about trying to work out the best place to drop the 

hook before someone else got there.  It was rather choppy 

and evidently rolly so no-one seemed sure of the best spot.  I 

had thought of trying ôMermaid Coveõ for a change, and Os-

prey led the way there.  However, another member of our 

fleet (that shall remain nameless) got in there first and made a 

bid for the Rock Trophy by coming to a sudden stop and 

seeming to drop a curtsey.  They quickly left and opted for 

the shelter of the other side of the island where they could 

examine for any significant damage (it was quite a thump).  

They later happily reported nothing worse than dented pride 

(and keel tip, presumably). 

Meanwhile Osprey had taken pole position in the cove with 

Détente squeezing in behind, but it was apparent that there 

would be insufficient water for our fin, so we started to raise 

the anchor again while Genesis entertained us by zipping 

backwards and forwards over the same rock ridge struck 

earlier by (ahem!) while we shouted to them to beware.  I 

bet they knew it was there and were just enjoying our dis-

comfort.    We all gave up trying to find somewhere suitable 

and persuaded by reports of much flatter water on the west 

shore beetled around there, leaving Osprey to dry out and 

Llanddwyn Island Sailing Trip Weekend of 25th - 26th April 2009 by  
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(bravely) start removing underwater skin fittings in an effort 

to make the log read properly (I might try that, but our low 

figures could just be lousy sails and sailors!). 

On the west side of Llanddwyn Détente, Abraxas, Chinook 

and Genesis may initially have congratulated themselves on 

getting away from the lumpy water on the more usual east 

side, but this was short-lived.  In some VHF chat the phrase 

ôlousy anchorageõ was heard, which was a little unfair but it 

was certainly becoming rolly.  We hung a bucket from the 

squared-away boom that helped a bit but may have provided 

more amusement than comfort.  No-one seemed in the 

mood for the barbeque I had hoped for so we three went 

ashore for a stroll.  The weather was quite lovely now and 

the views gorgeous, although the occasional mild rain squall 

interrupted lying amid marram grass in the warm sunshine.  

When we returned to the boat we briefly thought Genesis 

was on fire, but it was just their push-pit barbeque.  Thatõs 

the life! 

If shelter from easterlies is needed the west side of 

Llanddwyn is useful, but with hindsight we might have been 

better off staying in ôPilotõs coveõ as it looked pretty calm by 

mid-to-late afternoon.  It had been rolly but maybe that was a 

strange brief tidal effect ð it needs research!   All boats de-

cided the ensured calm of the Straits was preferable for the 

night and set off back on the evening rising tide.  Chinook 

joined Safari in the bay north of Fort Belan, and Détente and 

Osprey went for Abermenai.  Genesis spent the night in 

Caernarfon river and I am not sure where Abraxas went ð 

some OOD I was turning out to be.  The evening was drop-

ping to a dead calm and we had a quick desperate barbeque 

ashore at dusk under the shelter of our up-turned dinghy 

(another squall but followed by a beautiful double rainbow), 

with Lee and Tom from Osprey watching in amusement, be-

fore turning in for an undisturbed night. 

Sunday morning was still and clear, but as we scoffed the last 

of our bacon and eggs we heard a call from Safari.  òNorth 

West Venturers this is Safari, can anyone hear me before I 

call the coastguard? Over.ó  John was having engine problems 

and was drifting in ever-wider circles and at some speed in 

the flood tide eddies of Foryd Bay.  He was concerned that 

he would eventually hit Chinook whom he could not raise on 

VHF.  We upped-anchor, hurried across the Straits and took 

Safari in tow.  By now Chinook were aware of what was go-

ing on and, having an engineer on board, offered to have Sa-

fari alongside so they could see if the engine problem could 

be fixed. 

After bringing Safari safely alongside Chinook, we set off 

north, wanting to get through the Swellies early to drop 

Charlotte and Sally off in Menai bridge before returning to Y 

Felinheli.  It was another lovely sail with the light wind aft and 

lots of sunshine.  We came across Sarico and Genesis off 

ôIndefatigableõ, Glen and Carolyn apparently having a chat with 

the ILB that I thought must be on practise manoeuvres or 

something.  I have since learned that in fact they saw a body 

in the water and had called the coastguard who sent the ILB 

out to pick it up.  Gruesome, and very sad for someone. 

I was having more radio problems and was not aware if Safari  

was OK, so after dropping off my crew and returning south 

of the bridges I was pleased to hear they were on their way 

north, Chinook with Safari in tow and Osprey keeping station 

nearby in case of a tandem tow being required.  They were a 

little late for slack water, however, and by the time they 

reached Britannia bridge the south-going stream had been 

running for 20 minutes or more.  It was going to be touch 

and go whether they could make it through, so Détente 

joined the procession in just in case Safari had to abandon the 

tow and stay south side ð Chinook and Osprey might be able 

to make alone.  Progress was good up to ôPriceõs Pointõ but I 

thought it impossible to get past Swelly Rock.  However, Alan 

was calmly confident and did a superb job picking his way 

through and avoiding the faster streams.  It was only when 

they approached  the Platters that progress was down to 0.6 

knots and the attempt seemed doomed, but again Alan kept 

at it and found some slacker water, although they did come 

to a standstill for a while under Menai Bridge where we had 

all thought they would be out of the woods, so to speak.  

Eventually the three boats disappeared and I turned back 

south towards Y Felinheli for the last time. 

All in all it was a good weekend ð not a lot of socialising it 

must be said, and OOD/OOFD (ôofficer of the following dayõ) 

was at fault in not enforcing a barbeque, but I blame my radio 

for that (even though I admit it works perfectly well when 

anchored at close quarters!).  However, the weather was 

good, we learnt a bit about anchorages at Llanddwyn and 

Fort Belan, and the apparently deeper channel over the bar, 

and Safari provided the Sunday morning entertainment.  I had 

a lot of fun and I have laid my OOD spectre to rest. 

Phil Orr 

Détente 
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There is now a new and rapid means of communicating with 

OODs (Officers of the Day) to let them know whether you 

intend to take part in a sailing event. There is now an Event 

Noticeboard on the Home Page of the website which enables 

you to quickly and easily let OODs and  consequently other 

Venturers know that you plan to sail. The Event Noticeboard 

is very easy to use with an explanatory guide on how to make 

your own comments. The site keeps you up to date with 

events, including changes in the Officer of the Day, start times, 

alternative plans due to weather, and race information. It is 

essential for some events that you let the OOD know you are 

coming as Harbour Masters and others need to know you are 

coming.  So, please visit the website and try out the new No-

ticeboard! 

Jean Lumb,  

Commodore 

Web Site Notice Board  

Launching a Liferaft at the Point  

Roy Boughton, skipper of Guiding Light featured in last 

monthõs Venturer, set off his old life raft at the point in order 

to retrieve its contents for the new one.  

Below are the pictures we took.  Roy is about to set off on his 

journey and has set up a blog here:   

yachtguidinglight.blogspot.com 

http://yachtguidinglight.blogspot.com
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Charts / Publications  

Because of the wide range of charts and publications that now 

cover the area we sail in (there are 4 alternatives for the 

Menai Strait alone!) Iõm applying some tighter control of 

stocks. Therefore please give me as much advance warning of 

your requirements as you can so I can batch orders up, and 

manage stocks more effectively. I will be away for all of June, 

so if you can please let me know your requirements for the 

summer in the next few weeks. Deliveries from IMRAY, whilst 

normally very efficient, do sometimes take a few extra days at 

this time of year due to seasonal demand 

Machining  

A member has recommended a machine shop in Bangor.  

They comment as follows; 

òIt's not a very impressive place from the outside but he 

seems to have plenty of good equipment and does a good job, 

cheaply. Works Monday to Friday.  The machine shop is: BBH 

Precision Engineering Hendrewen Road, BANGOR, LL57 4RY, 

tel 01248 362 705.  

Leaving Bangor on the Caernarfon Road go under the railway 

bridge. A short distance further on there is a mini roundabout, 

go left up the hill for 100/200 yds or so (all looks a bit dere-

lict) he's the last building on the right before some open land. 

The guys name is Ritchie if I remember correctly. He did me a 

very nice shaft for about £80 (1"dia x ~4ft to give you an idea) 

and also turned me up some delrin rudder bushes for a ten-

ner.  I also had a short stubby shaft for my Windpilot made by 

him. He charged me £15, the manufacturer wanted 130 Euros! 

If you use him please feedback to me any comments, good or 

bad, and make sure he knows you are NWVYC so we can get 

him to advertise in the yearbook next year! 

Irish Sea Pilot  

Due in June ð I have about 8 copies on order, and several 

members have already placed orders.  RRP is £29.95, 

NWVYC members price is £24.50.  If you want one, could 

you please drop me an e-mail or make sure I write it down in 

my little book when you see me ð verbal requests tend to get 

forgotten about. 

Waterproof matches 

Kindly donated by Arabella, there are packs of waterproof 

matches on the Bosuns Store table ð place donations to the 

Beaumaris RNLI Crew Fund in the Bosuns Store Honesty Tin. 

Paint Brushes 

The paint brushes sold via the BS Honesty Tin seemed to be 

very popular (and of better quality than anticipated) ð after 

the first weekend all those I had bought had gone.  They were 

bought from a Pound Shop that 

was closing down ð fortunately 

when I returned the following 

week they still had some left so 

I bought another 75 which 

were all sold over the following 

weeks. 

Isle of Man Pilot  

I now have in stock a limited 

number of Pilots for the Isle of 

Man. Published in March 2009 

by the Manx Sailing and Cruis-

ing Club in full colour with ae-

rial photography this is the definitive Pilot for the Isle of Man.  

The new edition includes all corrections up 1st Jan 2009,  im-

proved aerial photographs of the Island's harbours and an-

chorages and new and additional information on changes to 

IOM harbours since 2006 

Once my stock has gone I will not be ordering again for 2009.  

RRP is £28.00, NWVYC member price is  £24.00. 

Firth of Clyde Pilots  

As at todayõs date (28th March) I have one left ð RRP is £25, 

NWVYC member price is £20. 

Dinghy Store  

There has been some movement on the waiting list, with 4 

members being offered permanent positions for 2009.  The 

current waiting list is as follows; 

If you thought you were on it and are not then please contact 

me. 

At the last Management Committee meeting, a change in pric-

ing policy for those who do not use their dinghy position for a 

season and allowed its use by another member was discussed 

and agreed.  Historically I have let the incumbent position 

holder sort out a satisfactory payment with the temporary 

user.  For 2009 a new policy has been agreed to focus 

ôinactiveõ position holders on the fact that there is a waiting list 

of ôactiveõ users, and to maximise the usage of the store for 

the benefit of a larger number of members.  If a position 

holder does not wish to use their Dinghy position in a given 

season, they will receive a discount of 50% of the annual fee.  

The temporary user will pay the full fee ð all fees payable to 

the club. 

Bosuns Boat Care range  

Six products all designed to keep your yacht in tip top condi-

tion.  Liquid rubbing, Express cleaner, Teak Cleaner and Re-

Bosunõs Corner 
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Snapdragon 24 

Recent survey (2006) available for inspection. 

New Genoa fitted last year, cost £500 and barely used. 

Engine (Bukh 10hp) maintained and winterised profession-

ally by possibly the best diesel mechanic on Anglesey. 

Not the fastest boat around but sturdy and safe in rough 

weather. 

Rudder re-mounted and re-seated 2007. 

Full inventory. 

Yacht has been in N.W.V.Y.C. for 26 years. 

Wintering at Gallows Point. 

Mike Wilks  

01490 430651 

storer, Yacht Wax Shampoo (good for the car as well I have 

been told), Super Wax, and Marine Polish Liquid.  With sug-

gested selling prices of between £5.99 and £14.99 from a well 

known on-line chandlery, the Bosuns Bargain price of £3 each 

of 4 for £10 when a shampoo is purchased must be the deal 

of the year!  If you look carefully, underneath the plain labels 

you can make out the name of the original manufacturer, a 

well known company with a truly Internationalõ reputation.  

Limited stocks, so buy now before itõs all gone. 

Boat Show Costs ð Last Venturer Competition result 

No entries, so no winners!  The correct answer for how 

much a stand at Excel that displays 3 yachts approx 35õ long 

costs was £175,000 

NWVYC Boat Jumble  

Some good weather ensured a good turnout of both Buyers 

and Sellers in March.  Trade was brisk, and judging by the 

amount of commission I collected for the Beaumaris RNLI 

sales were in the region of £800.  Additionally, items donated 

to the RNLI stall (Hollingworth/Warburton and Mounce) 

raised an additional £80, so the event raised £122 in total.  

Had I remembered to charge the advertised 10% commission 

instead of the 5% I actually charged it would have been even 

higher!  Well done to all buyers and sellers.   

Exactly how much gear do John and Jenny Partington still 

have to sell?  Every year they turn up with a car full and go 

away nearly empty.  And where does Des Founds get all 

those dinghies from?  Keep one as a spare Des ð you never 

know with your record when you might need it! 

The Spring edition of the RYA magazine carries an article 

about ôblack holesõ in GPS coverage.  3 of them are described 

as ônotoriousõ with three others mentioned ð the entrance to 

Rijeka, the approaches to St Malo and the NW entrance to the 

Menai Strait.  Several suggestions are put forward for why 

these black spots occur, centring mainly on interference from 

other sources such as TV transmitters.  The most likely cause 

is suggested as being TV transmitters, which whilst operating 

on a different frequency band to GPS have significant additional 

emissions in or close to the frequency band used by GPS.  A 

transmission of thousands of a watts, transmitting static on the 

GPS band can overpower legitimate GPS signals.  Has any one 

ever noticed a GPS black hole in the NW entrance to the 

Strait?  

GPS Blackspots - The Menai Triangle?  

Simrah for Sale  

Wetline Dinghies for Sale  

1. 200 cm approx. Hardly used. Slatted floor. Oars. Storage 

bag. No facility to use OB. Folds very small and used as a 

"emergency" tender and stored in forward locker on 

Enigma. Near perfect condition £125 ovno  

2. Wetine Inflatable. 240 cm approx. Takes 2 adults and a 

dog comfortably. Easily handled. Wooden transom. OB 

up to 4hp (2.3 used). Slatted floor. Storage bag. Oars. 

Good condition. Approx. 7 years old. A gift at £100 

John Lomas  

john.lomas@trafford.gov.uk 07760 167019 

A new boat for Graham and Sue Beetlestone, sheõs an 

Ebbtide 33 called Mentor (pictured). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also new for 2009 is Westerly Fulmar ôMistralõ for Ian and 

Christine Hynes, formerly of ôMajoeõ 

 

New Boats  

Bosunõs Corner continued from previous page 

New Members Weekend Cocktail Competition  

For the new members weekend  on 30th May there will be 

a competition to enter a Cocktail. Thereõs a Ã1 fee to en-

ter which will be donated to the Lifeboat, the winner will 

receive a bottle of wine. Drinks can be non alcoholic. 


