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26 June 2100 Night passage starting Friday night with John Hull 

4 July  0830 Porth Wen with Bernie Hobart 

11 July 1130 Conwy with Bob Scott - Irene Goodwin Trophy 

18 July       0800 Summer Cruise - early starters 

24 July -26th  North Wales Boat Show, Bangor 

25 July   Summer Cruise - late starters 

29 July Rendezvous Troon or Campbeltown 

08 Aug 0900 Holyhead Round Island, Start of Menai Strait Regatta 

15 Aug 0730 Day Trip to Moelfre 

Commodore's Report  

Racing Season gets off to a Good Start  

JayGee (pictured) wins the IoM Race 

 

Welcoming Colin Ashore  

in Porth Eilian  

See the Web Noticeboard at www.nwvyc.org.uk for event updates  

The start of the Sailing Season has been a great improvement on last season. 

The beautiful weather meant boats were in the water much earlier this year. 

The Ice Saints which reek havoc in mid May due to a reversal in the summer 

warming trend, did result in a couple of weekends lost due to strong winds. 

A number of hardy Venturers turned up at the Royal Anglesey Yacht Club 

to sail on Fifes and Menai Strait One Design boats, Des Founds being par-

ticularly keen to venture out in the F6 winds (Commodore less keen on 

this). Unfortunately, the weather was too rough to get onto the boats safely 

so we had to toddle off. The Folk night, however, offered consolation for 

this with a number of Royal Anglesey members joining us for the evening. 

The second weekend to be cancelled for sailing was the cruise into Red 

Wharf Bay for a social at Traeth Coch Sailing Club. Glen Warburton, OOD 

for the cruise, wisely decided it was probably unwise to attempt to go into 

Red Wharf Bay in strong north easterlies. Once again we were treated to 

great hospitality with the Clubõs Skiffle Band entertaining us. As we left the 

Club and observed the waves roaring into the Bay, we knew Glen had made 

Jean Lumbõs article continues on next page .. 

 

Cruising Weekend Write Ups  
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the right decision -  it was a truly spectacular sight. 

Although it has been somewhat cold, the remaining weekends 

have gone well. The sail to the Isle of Man was a particular 

triumph. It has been years since so many boats ventured 

there on a long weekend club cruise. Nine boats made it and 

the Seamint Trophy had the largest number of contenders for 

many years. Letõs hope the remainder of the season goes as 

well. 

Two Venturers ð Ray Wilton and Jean Lumb ð have managed 

to try out the Royal Anglesey boats ð Ray in a Fife and Jean in 

an MSOD on a Wednesday evening in Beaumaris which is the 

Royal Angleseyõs regular weekday meet. Jean was relieved 

that the winds were light for the first taster. It was a novel 

and very pleasant sunny sail which both of us thoroughly en-

joyed. If any Venturers would like to have a go on Wednes-

day evenings, the Royal Anglesey make you very welcome and 

Ray and I intend to have another go. Jean was somewhat 

shocked when she went to thank the Vice Commodore for 

the evening to find herself talked into sailing on the Saturday 

race that week as well. Whispered Secret was out of action 

due to the Skipper being absent so she rashly agreed to go. 

Conditions were not gentle that day ð the F3-4 being more 

like F5. The sailing, however, was great. I may have been 

spotted by Colin Snowdon on my MS boat following the Ven-

turer fleet on the way to Porth Eilean. We almost caught 

Winfarthing as we raced through Puffin Sound, rounding Puf-

fin Island and sailing fast but slowly (due to adverse tide) back 

to Beaumaris. The Menai Strait One Designs are great little 

boats and I had four hours of practice learning how to sail 

one. 

Jean Lumb 

Commodore 

The cruise to Scotland this year has already attracted many 

members.  Planning this has been difficult; as I have never 

been further north than the Isle of Man! 

Initial thoughts are of an early (well, 0930!) start on Saturday 

to Port St Mary or Castletown.  This will be the longest leg of 

the cruise. Next day, sail round to Peel to set us up for Scot-

land.  This is where we need other members to make sugges-

tions!   

From looking at the charts, it should be possible to go to 

Portpatrick from here - or possibly somewhere in Northern 

Ireland.  Once close enough, we can make the jump over to 

the Firth of Clyde.  It would be nice if we could manage a 

circumnavigation of Arran.  I think some boats with more 

time / speed / inclination may head off for the Crinan Canal at 

some point, but most will be sticking to the Firth of Clyde.  

Personally, I'm looking forward to spending a few days drink-

ing in the scenery without pulling ropes. 

As the cruise is split into two groups over three weeks, I'm 

hoping that we can meet up somewhere in the Firth.  Troon 

or Campbelltown look like good rendezvous points! 

If previous summer cruises are anything to go by, the 

weather will dictate our ultimate destinations.  Nobody is 

sponsoring Genesis to beat into an F6! 

Glen Warburton 

Sailing Captain 

 

NWVYC Summer Cruise 2009: Discuss!  

If you are having troubles placing a message on the Noticeboard on the club website at www.nwvyc.org.uk please donõt 

despair, posting a second time always does the trick! Thanks go to John Hull for pointing this problem out. Also there 

are one or two members who canõt get into the main area with member comments due to restrictions at work.  

The Web Noticeboard is proving useful even with these glitches and will be upgraded in time for next season.   

If you are wondering how to sign your message, choose Name/URL and enter your boat name, you can leave the url part 

blank, and then fill in the message part. You are asked to enter a word verification, this is simply to make sure you are a 

real person and not a robot! If you cannot see your message the first time please have a second go. 

Using the Web Site  Noticeboard  

http://www.nwvyc.org.uk
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Well Venturers, where do I begin, firstly to thank all the 

crews who participated in our fantastic trip to Port St Mary 

in the Isle of Man. What a trip we all had, fast, exciting, 

bumpy, sometimes sickly but most of all enjoyable. A pretty 

posse of yachts was made up from :- Stargazer, Genesis, Hwyl 

Dda, Abraxus, Detente, Soay, Jaygee, Winfarthing, and the 

fastest of us all Shoalbird.  

I think all will agree this was there fastest trip over to the Isle 

of Man, not smooth by any account but quite windy and very 

exciting sailing. Listening to the crews over a pint or three in 

the "Albert" that evening all were either glad to get in or 

could have done with a bit more, watching them walk back to 

the yachts I couldn't decide whether they were drunk or just 

practicing the "western sea roll". As this was the first time i 

had actually taken part in a club race one thing i learned was 

never believe these so called cruiser-sailors."Its just a bit of 

fun"they all say,"B-----ks" say I, believe me, they're all out to 

win ! Genesis was totally out of control the ground she cov-

ered, although Glen and Caroline total refuted this---but the 

bruises tell another story. Detente with Phil and Pat on board 

certainly weren't taking a leisurely stroll across, Abraxas was 

not sympathetic to Carolõs sufferings, "never mind the sea-

sickness just pull the strings", was all she got, JayGee went off 

like a scalded cat, the speed she came past me I thought ," 

they must think the pubs in the I o M are on Sunday hours. 

Cruise to Isle of Man May 23rd -  Des Founds 

Desõs article continues on next page .. 
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Bob and Carol on Winfarthing decided to continue on to 

Castletown after there hairy ride across, he said he wanted 

to dry out, I reckon he thought "this could cost me a round".  

Soay had two distressed ladies on board, John didn't slow 

down for them though, why they put up with this racing an-

tique for I just don't know. Canõt be the good looks either. 

Definitely the stars of the weekend trip were Mal and Nick 

on Hywal Dda, first long trip on their newly purchased boat, 

first passage across the Irish Sea in --------moderate-----

conditions and nearly out of control at times,---what a team !! 

Stargazer had a press-ganged crew on board of Paul and Jen 

off Meander plus my long suffering wife Lin. Polly (my pet 

name for the bride) have never pushed theboat so hard going 

over to the Isle of Man,the boat touched 11.4 knots surfing 

down a wave "goose winged"-----they could lead me astray 

any more racing!.Last but not least was Shoal Bird with Rich-

ard singlehanding it, his time to the island was breathtaking to 

say the least, 6 hours 41 mins, said he felt like Ellan Mcarthey 

in the southern ocean at times, never left the helming posi-

tion all trip, mainly cos he was too frightened to open his 

eyes, what a guy!! 

Sunday found the island bathed in sunshine with little wind, a 

perfect time for all crews to relax. Some were really adven-

turous and "ventured" onto public transport to visit the is-

land, others chose the steam train for their day out. Some 

poor souls had to endure "shanksys pony" I saw the blisters 

to proove it". Pol and I called out the relatives to mobilise the 

car so had a busmans holiday visiting the mother in law (what 

joy) plus all the relatives .Actually quite a relaxing day after 

the hectic day before.  

Nine yachts started and nine yachts finished all recording a 

quick time, those members who pondered over ,"should we 

go or not", really missed out on what will go down as a club 

classic, As OOD for this trip I felt the effort put in by all 

crews deserved a special treat, so I organized a dinner in the 

Falcons Nest in Port Erin for the Sunday night. Not all crews 

could make it as they had brought perishable food for the trip 

and were cooking on board. Ithink its fair to say we all had a 

nice meal with good company, good food and pleasant atmos-

phere. An amusing finish to the evening was Llewelyn 

(Carolynõs dad) who organised the mini bus was thrown off 

his trip as there were too many aboard, returning to the area 

where the second trip were waiting he was rather 

"perplexed" to say the least!, much to the amusement of 

those waiting for the next vehicle he made it perfectly clear , 

he wouldn't be left again!. All went well as the next driver got 

us all in his mini bus. Monday we all awoke to much the same 

as Saturday so a sedate trip was on the cards, some looked 

glum to have to leave the Isle of Man but I think they weren't 

too happy thinking about all that diesel they were going to 

use up the homeward leg of our trip. 

For most it was a flat calm passage with little wind for most 

of the way, but for poor Hywal Dda a worrying oil leek 

spoiled their fantastic weekend, this is where radio contact in 

club trips is a very reassuring thing. With a mass of help at 

hand, a little assurance and close company all went well. 

Thanks goes out to Genesis for "standing by" whilst the prob-

lem was sorted and for keeping them company all the way 

back to the mooring.  

A special thanks goes out to Mal and Nick for being the 

smallest boat in the trip and when the results are confirmed I 

rather fancy they could surprise a lot of crews. Lastly may I 

take this opportunity to thank everyone involved over the 

weekend from Commodore to participating crews for a 

splendid effort, but most all for being a great bunch of people 

to sail with. Isle of Man next year? watch this space!.    

Des Founds 

OOD.  

Editorõs note: Oscar on Soay would like to point out that he is not a girl 

dog , although his delicate stomach was rather upset by all those waves. 
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Sail to Pen y Parc May 30th  

The weekend sail to Pen y Parc was superb. The initial desti-

nation was Aber Menai but Pen y Parc was thought to be a 

better bet with the forecast of sunshine with light north east-

erly winds which meant Aber Menai was likely to be 

crowded. There were a number of motor cruisers in Lland-

wyn cove as we motored by but when we got to Pen y Parc, 

there was one yacht and the lovely converted fishing boat 

Elinor, both of whom departed after our arrival, Elinor mov-

ing round the corner to a little used anchorage which would 

be worth exploring sometime. 

So the eleven Venturer yachts which came to Pen y Parc had 

it all to themselves. There was a bit of rolling overnight which 

is difficult to avoid in Pen y Parc but this did not disrupt sleep 

too much. It did mean that there was a small surf running 

onto the shore which resulted in an exhilarating surge onto 

the beach for the BBQ and the Cocktail Competition. Debbie 

and Mikeõs picnic tables were invaluable for contestants to lay 

cocktails out. There were interesting names for the speci-

mens (Mistral Minx, Venturer Wall Banger) and our two 

judges Peter, who crews for Genesis, and Lee Downes re-

sisted attempts at bribery from those taking part and 

awarded first prize to Georgina Clough for best tasting cock-

tail and to Debbie Cassidy for most exotic presentation. 

After a thoroughly enjoyable evening on the beach we all 

valiantly battled the surf back to our boats. The trip back on 

Sunday was interesting. We hoisted sails and coasted very 

gently to the bar. Once in the Strait, however, things were 

rather different. There was a brisk wind 20 ð 28 knots on the 

nose. Those feeling robust enough to tack to the bridges 

(only Sarico as far as I know) had a very rapid sail, making 

motoring out of their way on short tacks tricky. It was with 

some trepidation that we contemplated getting onto moor-

ings in the strong north easterly but to our delight, the wind 

had dropped by the time we got to the mooring. 

Jean Lumb 

Commodore 

Judging the cocktails - Lee from Osprey and Peter from 

Genesis 
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With high water at about 

1500, an early afternoon de-

parture for Porth Eilian made 

for a leisurely start. Even 

boats from the far side of the 

bridges could join us without 

having to arise too early. The 

forecast for the weekend was 

good with light south westerly 

winds forecast. As I arrived at 

the club house I was intro-

duced to George Mawer, pro-

spective new member and his 

boat, Sophia Jane Too. George 

had filled in his application 

form and asked if he could join 

us for the weekend. He was 

off course, very welcome. 

Carretta, from Port Dinorwic, 

passed Beaumaris and was joined by Hwyl Dda, Snowbird, 

Genesis, Meander, Chinook, and Carol and I in Winfarthing. 

Colin Snowdon was in the final throws of getting Shear-

waterõs sails rigged and promised to join us a little later. 

The trip to puffin island was down wind as we all expected 

and we were all soon through the sound and heading for 

Point Lynas. The fast boats romped on ahead and we formed 

an orderly line as we made our way. The wind was quite 

fresh, blowing a nice four but occasionally touching five. The 

surprise was that instead of south west, we were experienc-

ing westerly winds and we all wound up close hauled across 

Read Wharf Bay.  

Winfarthing likes to be sailed cutter rigged into the wind, 

with the genoa only being at its best from a reach. Iõd ex-

pected a reach so was not rigged for a very good perform-

ance on the wind as we found it. It was hardly worth changing 

it for the relatively short distance so we sailed like that, mak-

ing about 4.5 knots across the bay. Iõm not overly familiar 

with Poth Eilian and wondered if the westerly wind would 

bring some swell into there, especially if it went north west-

erly. I couldnõt really see this happening having seen the 

weather charts and was convinced that the wind shift was a 

local thing, fairly common when coming along the east side of 

Anglesey. This proved to be correct as the boats in front 

reported as they reached at our destination. 

The overfalls off Lynas were very quiet as we took the sails 

off and motored into the little cove. Porth Eilian is not a big 

place. The small inner cove dries out and an outer cove, 

more subject to any swell, offers good holding. Genesis, 

Snowbird and Meander had pretty much filled the inner cove 

and the rest off us straddled the en-

trance or lay off. Marker boys laid off 

the entrance made anchoring a little 

difficult but we all eventually settled 

down in the sunshine and beautiful sur-

roundings. 

Genesis kindly transported those of us 

too lazy to blow up the dinghy to the 

shore. Before departure Carol had 

asked me if there any portable BBQõs 

onboard? Two I replied, after all Iõd 

been seeing them in the locker all win-

ter. Iõd forgotten that we used them in 

the Isle of Man a couple of weeks be-

fore. Malcolm on Hwyl Dda got me out 

of trouble by lending me a spare one.  

Porth Eilian Saturday 13th June -  Bob Scott  


