Issue 127 February 2009

Newsletter of the North West Venturers Yacht Club

Gallows Point, Beaumaris, Anglesey LL58 5YL

Events Coming Up

Final Yachtmaster theory weekend at the clubhouse

14 Feb 0930
with Dave Winson as tutor
21 Feb 1700 Dickies Discount Hour
1830

Followed by Vyv Cox Cruising in Greece

Bar 1830, Pot Luck Supper 1900, Talk 2000.

21 March 1200
1830

22 March 0930

Boat Jumble at the clubhouse
Talk by Charles TownleyMisadventures in the Med

RYA Radar Course at the Club

11 April 1000  Working party

Easter 1600 Members forum

W/E 1000 Start of Season Party
16 May 1830 BBQ and Folk Night

See inside for the 2009 draft sailing programme
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With the Al Nino effect clearly blowing itself out well before the Sailing Se

ngs

son starts, welcome to 2009. The start of the Winter Events programme

was dramatic. As those taking the Yachmaster theory course worked har
on Saturday 21st January, the promised Storm Force 10 gale was buildir
4.00p.m. it was raging, uprooting a tree which fell across the road into Be
maris. We locals were very surprised at the large number of Venturers w
managed to negotiate the storm and road diversion to attend David Rain:
his sini
ever, interspersed with wild winds, we have also had some uncharacterisu-
cally glorious sunny wind free winter days on Anglesey, hopefully the goc
omen needed for a glorious summer.
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Getting Events Off to a Great Start

What went on at the Boat Show?

Plus:
Thoughts on why we do it?
Fly a Helicopter Competition

Bosunodos Offers
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Shows) and well known in the highest of Sailing circles has Club News section featuring the North West Venturers

commented Yacht Club describing the type of Club we are, discounts
61 must say ités the be gvh|ch ?\}/e b%en arrangetd wr{h Iocr:]al busdﬂt:ssr:]es and thez)/ way
newsl etter Id\éeyao/eryﬂmrgac\rlvg S?Ep N ouc Wi members
way 6 and ohandsomed newsl etter. The

reflects the fondness members have for our club and articles
The superb work carried out by our Editors and web site  sent in by a wide range of members all contribute to the en-

managers Glen and Carolyn Warburton are very much apprgoyment we experience as members of this great club.

ciated by their fellow members.
Jean Lumb

There is also an article in the February issue ocomnfootel i n

Plaudits for the North West Venturers in Sailing Today

Further to Jeands s _CLUBNEWS—

able to reproduce here an excerpt from

colin Jarmanos page | NNORTH WEST VENTURERS

of Sailing Today with kind permission.

The North West Venturers e —— and electronics. To keep
H P Yacht Club has its base at = i members in touch, they
Readlng thIS, its gOOd to knOW We are seen Beaumaris in the heart of the have a smart website (www.
as adventurous sailors by pe0p|e in other Menai Strait, an area of strong Fax nwvyc.org.uk) as well as
tides and adventurous sailors L . a handsomely produced
pal’ts_ And well done to John Stan|ey of Now nearly 50 years old, the E magazine, The Venturer.
. . club has always been angled One club member notes in
Arabella) for Strlklng a chord regardlng the towards family sailing and g that journal: “We must have

holds cruises in company to . done something in a previous

weather last year!

ports near and far throughout sailing life to suffer like we
the season. have this year. Arabella has
The NWVYC also arranges local businesses, including cither been in light to no wind

discounts with various chandlery, liferaft servicing or F5 plus.” Sound familiar?

VICE Pudding - Warming up to the Winter Events

January has seen the cl ubd Fhirglye2avid rgnented asfthat whilst passage®cardsonset a r |
record numbers turning up tinesbeDreventfdl, oReaen hosing,wouynéver knowmwhenr e s t
and entertaining talk on Sailing Solo across Biscay and Badomething exciting or uplifting will come along to lift ones

and the accompanying Pot Luck Supper and Social. spirits or challenge you, such as a school of whales or close
encounter with an apparently unmanned bulk carrier. What

is for certain, you wondt com
or B&Q with the rest of our countrymen on a Saturddy

Listening to David, | was struck by a few thoughts. Number
one was that preparing to sail is often more stressful than
actually doing it what with listening out for favourable fore-
the only route to experiences such as that is to get out
casts and waiting for every last thing on the boat to be abso- .
there. on he ocean anld as Nij
lutely perfect. I 8dm not su g_%st i ng that we shoul'd irgnor
casts or the condition of our craft but, sometimes, | think avid.
we find excuses for not sailing when perhaps we should. Our next winter events are on Saturday 21st February with
After all, if we never encounter a bit of heavy weather how Dickies Discount Hour for NWVYC members between five
are we ever going to learn to cope with it. and six pm followed by another Pot Luck supper and social
and an illustrated talk by Vyv Cox of his experiences Cruis-
|n%rn Greeae Ahnother record t%rr?)ut will kee;\JNBokt) %cott
on his toes. Thereos not hi ng

Number two, it was encouraging to think that even a
6professional & sailor I|ike
from time to time but the lesson learned was that he evalu-

bar stocks dwindle to next to nothing so that he can buy
ated the risk of only having limited engine capability and de-

lots more and then lug it all into the clubhouse and behind
cided not to turn backd the fact was that he was in a yacht i

the bar. Have yQy not d how

whose primary motive forceth|sd ’t?VSVhS d 5 kwa_?bnot n - mi
more of a predicament than those of us who used to sail, or ese days onee sgyms and work eytst become

Rear Commodore!
still do, with small outboards as auxiliary power or no auxil-

iary power at all, so he just got on with it. Paul Mountford
Vice Commodore
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The View from the Rear

Pot Luck Suppers advertised. | usually try to mention the arrangements in this

Guidance on pot luck suppers has been sought by those um‘gl[tICIe as well, as well as the start times.

miliar with the procedure and by those who have forgotten. And finally, the difficult question, can | just come along and

So, hereds the quick gui de pay*We hsed to alidwahimsovhich wasdineffenlyenesr p ot
supper, often on the menu at the winter meetings. two people didndt bring food
people saw other members paying it blurred the distinction
between catered events and pot luck supper. The result was

that sometimes too many people expected to come along and
pay for food and some peopl e
Whydowedothis2Two reasons; firstdpyy weNnoWf tyedlu dsOMPdl d assume t h
have a very good idea of the numbers who will be attendingt her e wonét be any for you bu
and the pot luck supper is self regulatidithe more people be made available at a price.

who attend the more food there is. Secondly it would be
quite burdensome on the socials sub committee to cater for
all social events.

Definition - A pot luck supper is an evening when everyone
who attends brings along a main course or desert for two. A
couple would bring along a dish for four.

The next pot luck supper is on Saturday 21st February for
ickies Discount night and Vy
ing by 1830 to give plenty of time for Vyv to take the stage at
How does it work?- The dishes are brought along in time for 1930. This is always a tight one so please try to be back from
them to be heated up for the advertised eating time. The perpickies in time to prepare.
son who brings the dish should make arrangements for re-
heating although there are often members of the socials sub
committee supervising whom you can ask to do it for you. AtThe Bosun and | are studying cupboard and furnishing cata-
the appointed time the dishes are put out on the galley serv-logues. The goal is to replace the table that he displays his
ing area for everyone who has brought along a dish to help wares on with a cupboard unit that will also house the gear.
themselves. The club usually provides baked potatoes and Display cabinets above would also be nice so that members
sometimes French bread or rice. who miss the socials can view the clothing. A few other fur-

What sort of dish should | bring?For main courses some- m_shmgs need t(_) be r_eplaced in this mini refit. Our propgsals
will go to committee in the near future and hopefully be in

thing which is easy and safe to reheat e.g. Chilli, curry, a cas- i )
. place in the not too distant future.
serole, cottage pie etc.. Deserts are usually cold.

Hopes and Aspirations

And finally, my prediction of a good summer to come relied

on snow somewhere in the UK o
happen so I d6m now relying of
ory. Has anyone else got any more theories in case that one
fails as well?

Can | bring along a bought dish?Yes so long as it is of de-
cent quality and enough for twice the number of people
bringing itd bearing in mind that the number pyrepared
meals will feed is often grossly exaggerated on the packet.

Which events are pot luck suppersually the three winter
talks. The open season party and close of season party are
usually catered by the socials sub committee. Other events as

Bob Scott
Rear Commodore

Renewal of Membership

Update You

If you have not already renewed your membership of the club,

this will be the last Venturer you will receive. Members may ‘
have missed the change at the last AGM that made the final re- |
newal date for payment of subscriptions the end of January.
There is still timed a few day$ left to get your payment to the
Membership Secretary Ray Wilton by post or by Google before T
the Yearbook is printed. If you miss paying in the next few days, Dl

TED 2 - SAYMENT : Chocae as aption bekow  you wh &5 proceed to pay yeer wbncsiption now.

NWVYC ONLINE SUBSCRIPTIONS

your details sadly will not appear in the Yearbook.

Go to www.nwvyc.org.uko renew and pay your membership
online (see page opposite).
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Fly a Helicopter Competition

Fancy having a go at flying a Sea King Helicopter and dropping the winch man
onto the deck of a yacht! Well, | doubt the RAF would let you try it with a
real one, but go to
http://www.rafcareers.com/altitude/games/dz_game/dzgame.cfm

enter the briefing room, and click on the
mission in Scotland.

Bosuns Mate

Can anyone assist The
Bosun at the forthcoming
Winter Socials in ‘manning

the stall' for a period of
time so The Bosun can sit

down and socialise?

First NWVYC member (paid up for
2009) to achieve an overall score of 97%
or more on the Helicopter mission gets
a £10 Bosuns Store Voucher valid until
10th April.

Competition entries must be received by

midday on 20th February either as a screen print via snail mail to Dave
Clough (address in yearbook), or as a web page mailed to bo-
sun@nwvyc.org.uk. Entries can also be made in person to the Bosun at the
clubhouse before 7.00pm at the winter event on 21st February. In the evept
of 2 or more correct entries, a draw will take place at the winter event to
decide the winner.

If so please let Dave know.

David Clough,

2011 8 A Celebratory Year To Mark The Fiftieth Anniversary Of The North West Venturers Yacht Club

In two years time the North West Venturers Yacht Club
will be fifty years old.

The Club was founded in 1961 by a small group of local
yachtsmen who wished to improve their sailing skills il
through cruising in company while establishing a shore ba u
to serve as a training facility for theoretical aspects of navi
gation. 6 These aims are st
club, reflected by an excellent sailing programme, an in-
creasing number of winter events, including organisation o}
RYA training courses each year, well attended social eve-
nings, and good relations with other yacht clubs. The suc-
cess of the club lies in the warmth and informality of its
sailing and social events, combined with desire to sail com-
petently and safely. The challenge of successfully navigatir
and sailing the waters of Anglesey and the Irish Sea offer g’
sound experience for more extensive sailing. »

Consequently we would | ikef
ways in which we might celebrate this anniversary. Some
suggestions from the Committee have been a Medieval
Banquet as our Beginning of Season Party and a Rally to t
Isle of Man, inviting other clubs to join us. Please put your
suggestions to the Committee so that we can make 2011 &
year to remember.

Jean Lumb

NWVYC Club House Opening in1963 (2 years after formation)
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RYA Radar Course. Sunday 29th March 2009
This increasingly popular ofgay will be held in the club- for non members. The commercial rate is around £80.
house on Sunday 29th March at 09.30. There are a few places
Radar is an invaluable aid for navigation and collision avoidleft and if you are inter-
ance but it is only useful in the hands of a knowledgeable ested please let me
operator. At the end of this course you should have a basicknow asap. R‘/A Training
understanding of radar and set controls, plotting and colli- Centre
sion avoidance and navigation techniques. Derek Lum! v
The course fee will depend on final numbers but should be 01248 811022
no more than £40 for members of the Venturers and £45 dereklumb@tiscali.co.uk
Dinghy Store
A reminder that if you havérhndtyopaisdiyouhabDiemdhy pat driel fee
by now you will lose your position. We have a waiting list membership secretary£30 for dinghy and outboard, £10
of people all of whom have their cheque books open. The for outboard only, within 7 days of receiving this Venturer.
current waiting list is; If you are vacating the store, then please move your prop-
Graham & Sue Beetlestone 06/08/2007 erty as soon as possible, as the club boat jumble is in Maich
Sue Parry 06/09/2007 and | dm never one to miss |a cog
John & Susan Bowles 22/10/2007
Lee and Debbie Downes 19/03/2008 If you would like to go on the waiting list, pleaserail
Gordon and Roslind MacLeod 30/06/2008 bosin@nwvyc.org.uk or leave me a dated note in the club
Colin and Alison Pattinson 27/07/2008 house. Please dondét tell me
Bob & Jenny James 29/08/2008
David & Pam White 12/09/2008 Dave Clough,
lan & Nahida Banks 27/09/2008 Bosun
Malcolm & Gill Henderson 07/10/2008
Tim & Davina Downes 02/01/2009
SUMMER CRUISE 2009
The Summer Cruise is headed for Scotland this year. In the
draft programme, you will see that there are two possible
start dates. The early start date would enable those who wjish
to return in time for the Mena

start date is intended for those who need to take holidays i
school term time.

Over the past 4 years the numbers of yachts taking part in
Summer Cruise has risen year on year with 11 departing fr
the Strait last year. In order to ensure that we organise the
Summer Cruise to allow maximum participation, it would be
extremely valuable to know whether you are interested in

taking part in the Summer Cruise and if so an indication of
whether the date chosen would prevent you from taking pa

A response by 21st February to Glen Warburton or Paul
Mountford is required if your views are to be taken into ac-

glesey Yacht Race (on 8th August) time to do so. The secInd

he

—

count as the Sailing Programme will be finalised that weekend.
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New Resource for Members Using the Clubhouse
UK Cruising and Pilotage Guide

Now available in the club house is a large collection of cruis4f any members have additional information or articles on the
ing articles and pilotage guides from Yachting Monthly, Practireas covered they are more than welcome to add to it and |
cal Boat Owner and Sailing Today which members may findwill continue to collect articles and update the collection oc-
useful when planning holidays and passages. casionally.

The articles are collated into the following volumes: Please Note

1. East Coast of England It is intended this resource is for use at the Clubhouse only
and members should not take volumes or articles home.
2. South Coast of England
David Whitehead
3. West Country inc. Isles of Scilly Yacht Isalei
4. Wales and North West England inc. Bristol Channel &
oM Boat Jumble Sat 21st March
5. Scotland Overviews, Clyde, Kintyre to Firth of Lorn

Your chance to get rid of all those odds and sods that
you havendt thrown away
Boat Jumble has been organisedS$aturday 21st
March at the clubhouse at 12.00, to coincide with the

6. Scotlandd Mull, Skye, NW Coast, Outer Hebrides,
East coast, Shetland, Orkney and Faroe

flor

7. Ireland : i )
winter event that evening. The thought pattern behind

8. Channel Islands and Franc8outhern Brittany this is that a lot of members are likely to be down work-

9. France Northem Brittany and north coast ing on the boats anyway, plus the additional draw of thej}

winter event should ensure a good turnout. Pitches are

The articles cover many passages around our coasts includ
most headlands and tidal races as well as numerous ports,
anchorages and other places of interest.

I've used the Scottish volumes extensively in my passage pja

ning over the past 3 seasons and even though some of the
articles are old theare often an interesting read and a good
guide to the practicalitdi

|
e 9

Ngee to members all we ask is that 10% of whatever
you take is donated via the club to the RNLI. If the

weather is bad we will hold it indoors, so please bring af
R!d sheet to protect the floor of the clubhouse.

We will also be inviting some of the businesses on the
Point to have a pitch so there may be something for
evefyon®thiydagl s ai |l i ng pl ans.

London ExCel Boat Show Report

Sept 08. Passage planning begins. Refer log of Jan 08. Tal2" Jan 09. 05:30. Alarm goes off. Skipper attempts to wake
Harpenden by Car Sunday, anchored with friend, train Mon-crew 0 surprisingly succeeds. 05:55 standing by front door.
day morning weather pouring with rain, commuter train 06:00 still standing by front door. 06:01 crew calls taxi com-
packed stood all way, 1 hour journeytrain half hour late pany as skipper not happy (understatement). Taxi company

into St Pancras, 20 minute wait at Moorgate for connection,
then underground and DLRcost over £50 inc tube for Skip-
per and Crew. Reciprocal route home bar train on time and
got a seat after refusing to get on first available service as
packed. Got home 10.30pm exhausted. Fuel used 25 litres.
Never again!

Oct 08 8 book train tickets from Stafford in advance, and

purchase Oyster Card for underground/DLR. Total cost less

than £50.

10" Jan 09. Book land taxi for 05:55 as train departure at
06:21 Monday. Estimated passage bydaxminutes.

Cutty Sark Conservation Froj=

-&2

Tradltlonal crafts on display.




’M\ The Venturer Page?

decide to argue whether one had been booked or not. Skip-explore show
per getting more agitated to point of hysteria. 06:03 taxi separately as
arrives. 06:08 arrive station. 06:20 train arrives, reserved S ki pper
seats located, departs 06:21. Skipper now calm. Crewre- do 6 | i
markably aware of surroundings considering time. Course started inflate
SSE, 125mph. second dinghyil
andoff yg
both go.

07:50 arrive Euston on ti me
toon at Harry Ramsdens for victualling. 08&bast off for
Docklands via Northern line and DLR. DLR operating with Advantages o l. x

autopilot until penultimate stop when strong headwinds causghen show — #5 d y =

train to make slow progress. DLR skipper now on board for not busyd can Ray and Polly trying the Southerly 32 for size
remainder of journey. 09:30 arrive ExCel, 09:35 drop anchoalways get to speak to someone on stahdo hanging

in coffee bar to take more fluids on board. around. Stan on Harken &tand
sharp intake of breath at cos!
for comparative products/prices. Find new product on

Navimo stand not in cataloguiijust what skipper needed.

Also found cheaper version of a NavPod. Played 2 suppliers
10:000 sufficient water to enter Halls. No one bar exhibi- off each otherd saved £20 in 5 minutes. Got price for new
tors about so decide to | oonfaindnexiyedtsbsdgene yachts, all 3006/
on basis no point getting too ambitious. 10:10 go aboard
Southerly 32, spot Ray and Polly off starboard beam, invited
on board. Lose track of time looking around yachts. Plenty
on showd surprisedd thought may be fewer due to eco-
nomic climate.

09:500 Up anchor, enter entrance sound under extreme
care. Still insufficient water to enter Halls, so stooge around
sound looking at Kelvin Hughes stand.

18:05. Realise thattideonwayodtd on 8t want t o
aground at Euston as missing train would be very expensive
with fixed ticket. Quick run ashore to RYA lounge to collect
bags of brochures. Didndt ha
(mainly power) or go outside (RN Warship). Would have
Had a look at J108 mean machine! Amazed at postage taken at least another 4 hours.
stamp chart tables on some yacli$oo much reliance on ) . i

. L . . 18:35. Depart DLR on ebb. Hoisted cruising chute for quick
plotters. Skipper enquires if their yachts have fail safe electric i , :
systems. All apparently come with CD/MP3 players with connections at Canning Town and at Ban&rrive Euston

stereo speakers but no cockpit speaker for VHF. Clearly 15,:15' V:ccu?”mg tat Buhrtgter ;(mg. Mo:;eccj up,dtth foéugd
most customers have different priorities than Sarico. SKIpper of adjacent yacht fo sarico in yard alongelde

how spooky is that!
12:000 anchor at main stage. Getting busier. Stand holders )
. . . . 19:45. No sign of way through lock gate onto pontoon at
advise quiet, but always is on the Monday (main reason we g0 : )

uston. Finally lock gates opened at 20:00 and make it

on the Monday). Apparently as busy on Saturday/ Sunday at% h before |
previous year. Spend s @&me tr?u%eeoc;enowgv%tear.i I Scotlandd stand
picked up |l ots of wuseful i n20:67. Slipped pSraoon 2¢ccoudse NN 125mphe Hit o8ec-o0 t t
13:300 go ashore in dinghy to RYA lounge for lunch and fur-falls on approach to Rugby, arrived Stafford 21:32, 5 minutes
ther sit down. Meet 2 chaps from Scotladdpend some late. Still raining. Got land taxi back to own mooring, arrived

time discussing Scottish trip. Crew and Skipper decide to 21:50. Exhausted.

Would we do it again this way? Y@&got over 8 hours in
exhibition, saves drive down and cheaper. Plenty to see if
you have a purpose like we did, or want to aimlessly mooch
around new yachts. Bear in mind the Monday is qdietir
guess is that on weekends getting on board yachts could be
difficultd we were the only persons on each yacht that we
looked at so plenty of time for poking into cupboards and
lockers.

Why dondt they hold it at NEC
there and back in a day? Tho:
to cross London either.

Dave Clough

Busy, but not that busy.



Page8

The Venturer /g‘

Draft Sailing Programme 2009

‘Date

April 11th

April 25th
April 26th

Title

Working party, New Members forum

Start of Season party

Llanddwyn
Return to moorings

MAY 4th BANK HOL

May 2nd

May 3rd

May 4th

May 2nd
May 10th
May 9th

May 10th

May 16th

Abermenai

O0D

Michael Cassidy

Mark Suffield

Swellies low water slack, early afternoon set off

Porth Dinllaen
May day bank holiday
Return to moorings

Padstow Marathon(1 week)
Return from Padstow
Cemaes Bay

North route

Return to moorings

FIFE & MSOD Racing with RAYC
Folk Night at the club house

MAY 25th BANK HOL

May 23rd

May 24th
May 25th

May 30th
May 31st

June 6th
June 7th

June 13th
June 14th

June 20th
June 21st

June 26th
June 28th

July 4th
July 5th

Cruise to Isle of Man
Seamint Trophy
Port St Mary (stopover)

Return to moorings

Abermenai New Members Weekend

Return to moorings

Cruise to Moelfre and Conwy
Return to moorings

Porth Eilean

Return to moorings

Holyhead (Astrador Cup)
Return to moorings

Night Sail to Porth Dinllaen
Return to moorings

Porth Wen
Return to moorings

Glen Warburton

Malcolm Thomas

Jean Lumb

Des Founds

lan Hynes

Nick Lowther

Bob Scott

Jean Lumb

John Hull

Bernie Hobart

Swellies
HW slack
Note Beaumaris HW Times
given in BST

Final Programme will show
Dover Times
1123 2343 0900

1202 0938

HW1 HW2

0500 1754 1520

0740 2024 1800

0500 1754 1520

1137 2358
1215

0413 1655
1018 2241

0335 1616 1341
0441 1728 1455

1035 2259
1117 2337
0251 1520
0334 1607
0907 2134
0958 2223

0136 1406 0002
0318 1553 1319

0929 2156
1017 2239






