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24-26 May Bardsey Island Mini Cruise with Bob Scott as OOD, 

short version over the weekend, or one week to go fur-

ther afield 

31st May RNLI Day postponed to Sept 13th. Watch the club no-

tice board for new destination - Derek Lumb is OOD  

7 June Trip to the beautiful bay of Rhoscolyn with Bernie 

Hobart as OOD 

14 June Anchorage at Porth Eilaen with Glen Warburton 

20 June (Friday)  Overnight passage to Port Dinllaen with John Hull 

27 June (Friday )  Moelfre on Friday night then Isle of Man passage race on 

Saturday with John Lomas, 

5 July Cemaes Bay with Phil Orr 

12 July  Llanddwyn via Swellies at low water slack with Mark Suf-

field 

Vice Pudding  

So, the seasonõs properly underway, at last.  More boats are on the water 

and many more are nearly ready to go.  In my last column I, sort of, prom-

ised fair breezes and sunshine for the rest of the season, but perhaps I spoke 

too soon! 

The Start of Season of Season  Party, preceded by the Working Party and the 

New Members Forum was very well supported. Many thanks go to Des 

Founds for organising the  workers and to all the skilled workers themselves, 

both inside and outside  the clubhouse, who made such a difference to the 

way the clubhouse and its grounds look. Thanks also to Bob Scottõs valiant 

band of cooks and servers who produced the Carvery Banquet for the Start 

of Season Party. Over 70 members and guests attended, which we think is 

probably a club record! 

My early season experience hasnõt been too good, as some of you will know. 

Snowbird launched in early April into a northerly force 7 and had a fast , 
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shake down cruise under 

genoa to Victoria Dock. A 

nice meal in the new pub 

overlooking the marina 

was the eveningõs high-

light . The wind moder-

ated overnight  and we 

awoke on the Sunday 

morning to frozen snow 

on deck.  At first we 

were  sailing back to-

wards  Beaumaris in sun-

shine but soon, thick 

black clouds rolled in and 

we ended up motoring 

from Port Dinorwic in a 

blizzard, much in the style 

of a wartime arctic con-

voy.  

Our next sail was to have 

been to Victoria Dock, 

again, following Enigma and OOD John Lomas on 26 April. 

Enigma and three other boats made it to Caernarvon and 

back without incident, but Barry and I managed to engineer a 

swamping of our new Plastimo solid dinghy when trying to 

board Snowbird before the ôoffõ. We ended up swimming for 

it but fortunately managed to board Snowbird whilst the din-

ghy  turned turtle and drifted away, spilling all its contents.  

Thanks to many  shore-bound Venturers who got to hear of 

our plight from the Coastguard, the dinghy, outboard and all 

other contents were rescued  from the beach at the north 

end of the bay, but the rest of the weekend was spent drying 

out  with Snowbird parked on the shingle beneath the club-

house. On Sunday afternoon, as the  fleet returned from Vic-

toria Dock, in drizzle, we were intent on pulling Snowbird off 

the beach and going for a short , consoling, sail but it looked 

as though we might have been neaped. In an effort to redis-

tribute weight to aid the lift off, Barry, Jonquil and I all went 

on to the stern from where I managed to slip between the 

boarding ladder and the sharp edge of the transom. After 

finally lifting off, I went below to put on my oilies in anticipa-

tion of a drizzly sail but upon taking off my wellies I found 

them full of blood from a deep laceration to my calf. As a 

result, the sail was cancelled and after Georgina had skilfully 

applied a dressing  to the wound  in the clubhouse, our worst 

ever sailing weekend ended  in Bangor hospital and stitches 

being inserted. 

At the time of writing, the stitches are still in and Iõm still 

hobbling around so I wasnõt able to take up my duties as 

OOD for the Bank Holiday weekend cruise to Holyhead via 

the Skerries Lagoon. Iõm looking forward to hearing how it 

went, hopefully without  report of mishap. 

The weekend cruise in company on 10th May under Commo-

dore, Jean Lumb, as OOD. Captioned as a ôNew Members 

Weekendõ it goes without saying that we would like to see as 

many new and  established  members and their boats  in the 

flotilla to Pen Y Parc as possible. Donõt let my early season 

antics put you off and donõt forget the  disposable barbies. 

Bosun, Dave Clough on Sarico is OOD for the cruise and 

Irene Goodwin Trophy race to Conwy on 17th May. For the 

race, the crew should helm and the skipper should act as  

crew so as to re-learn his or her sail handling and winch mon-

key skills. I believe that David is arranging a meal onshore in 

Conwy so  phone him during the week  beforehand to let him 

know that youõll be joining him.  

The late Spring Bank Holiday Mini cruise to  Bardsey is in the 

hands of Bob Scott as OOD on Winfarthing. Weather per-

mitting, this is a great opportunity to experience the thrill of 

sluicing through Bardsey Sound and ticking off another 

ôfearsome passageõ, off providing you got the timing right! 

Derek Lumb on Whispered  Secret is arranging the training 

weekend with the RNLI and the onward cruise to Moelfre on 

31st May. Full details nearer the time so look out for e-mails, 

blackboard and web site notices. Again, donõt forget the bar-

bie! 

Finally, for this edition, Bernie Hobart on Dansa is OOD for 

the cruise to Rhoscolyn on 7th June and  Glen Warburton on 

Genesis for the passage to Port Eilean on 14th June.   

Paul Mountford 

Vice Commodore 

Desõs working party did another splendid job on the clubhouse.   

Editorõs Note: Paul Mountford sent this article a few weeks ago expecting the 

Venturer to be published prior to some of the events highlighted 
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Victoria Dock - 26th April      

A trip for the brave or 

foolhardy, mostly the 

latter.  We motored 

there in between 20 

and 30 knots of wind, 

and motored back in a 

flat calm.  òWeó were 

Enigma, Sarico, Carma-

gue and Osprey: 

Genesis and Snowbird 

had intended to accom-

pany us but for sepa-

rate reasons were 

òdelayedó.  This was more the pity as had there been 5 or 

more of us, we would have got a discount. This would have 

been useful as fees for Enigma (a touch over 26ft) are now 

£16 per night and for most of your gin palaces, more.   As it 

was only Sarico let me (as OOD) know that they were com-

ing in advance. Iõll not labour the point but there is supposed 

to be some communication of this sort folks!!   

Victoria Dock were efficient, friendly and accommodating.  I 

even managed to get a finger berth for Enigma to facilitate the 

new crew member, Oscar.  Evening meal for most was a de-

livered take-away on Sarico.  Needless to say if you didnõt 

come then you didnõt miss much sailing.   

John Lomas 

Pen y Parc 10th May      

Sarico, Spindrift, Hwyl Dda, Safari and Camargh were among the boats at Pen y Parc for the New Members Weekend 

with Jean Lumb on Whispered Secret as OOD 

New Bosuns Store 

item - self adhesive 

Burgee stickers for hull, 

glass, car or caravan.  

Only £2.00 each - stock 

is located on the Bosuns 

Store table in the club-

house, please leave £2 per sticker in the Bosuns Honesty tin.  

Limited stock - if popular I will order some more. 

RNLI Day  

 
Due to a high demand on the Lifeboat crewõs time over 

the weekend of 24th/25th May we have re-arranged the 

RNLI training day from 31st May to  Saturday 13th Sep-

tember to be preceeded by a talk and flare demonstra-

tion on Friday 12th September. 

Watch the club notice board for details of a replacement 

weekend event for 31st May, or contact Derek Lumb. 




