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3rd November 

1100 
AGM  at 11 am followed by the Members Forum . 

3rd November 

1830 
Bonfire Party and fireworks 

4th November 

1030 
Winterising outboards  

24th November 

1830 
Annual Dinner (booking form on page 10) 

In Search of Lost Treasure   15/16 September  

Cruise and Treasure Hunt to Caernarfon  

Alan Hollingworthõs article continues on page 2 

Concluding Part of the Summer Cruise 

Astrador Cup and Walton Shield   

In a stiff SW4 and fine sunny weather 8 boats set off to Caernarfon; they 

were Stargazer, Whispered Secret, Chinook, Gigi, Abraxas, Dansa, Genesis, 

and  Enigma. Some boats sailed all the way, apart from a little judicious use of 

the engine in the Swellies, and most enjoyed the same below Britannia Bridge 

to Caernarfon although needing reefs in both genoa and main. 

What a pleasure it is to sail through PD with motor cruisers keeping to the 

speed limit. It may have been as much to do with the weather as the Trusts 

boat which was keeping station in the developing wind over tide chop. 

With their usual efficiency Victoria Dock berthed everyone apart from 

Abraxas who prefers the delights of the river. Polly and Ray greeted us and 

handed out the Treasure Hunt papers which soon had everyone in cockpit 

huddles. The quiz had a nautical theme and was in two parts, the second of 

which necessitated everyone congregating at the Galeri to enjoy tea and 

buns in the sunshine whilst  it was completed. A big thank you to Polly and 

Ray for all of the effort they put into setting the conundrums. 

In the evening we were royally entertained by the RWYC who had moved 

their Friday BBQ to accommodate us. 
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In Search of Lost Treasure : 15/16 September 2007 (continued)  

The following day with a strong south west wind warning we 

set off back. Most roared along with reefed Genoas and an 

increasing tide. John Lomas also put up his main. He consid-

ers it slovenly to sail under Genoa alone ð although I won-

dered if he had second thoughts when he broached off Ban-

gor Pier. As we got into the bay the wind picked up even 

more (46 knots of wind was recorded) and Whispered Secret 

after a couple of goes at picking up the mooring wisely de-

cided to sit it out anchored in Friars Bay.  

Abraxas had problems with the dinghy they had left on their 

mooring which decided to inspect the quality of their anti 

fouling. Eventually it surfaced but upside down so they took 

an inshore mooring near to the club intending to go out at 

low water and sort things out. However the following morn-

ing they found that Derek Lumb and his neighbour had kindly 

gone out and turned the dinghy back.  

And thatõs the official sailing programme completed. Who 

found the treasure? You would have to be at the End of Sea-

son party to find out.       Alan Hollingworth 

Editorõs Note: It was announced at the end of season party that Carol and 

Derek on Abraxas won the Treasure Hunt with Alanõs Chinook team also 

picking up a prize. 

For new members unfamiliar with Venturer activities over the winter, there is a programme of events in the planning stage. 

Dates and activities all need to be confirmed by Jean Lumb with speakers or trainers. If you are interested in tak-

ing part in either of the RYA training courses ð one on Radar and one on Diesel Engine maintenance, contact Jean Lumb by 

phone or email as spaces are limited and there will be a fee for these. Further details will appear in the December Venturer 

but contact me before this if you are keen to take these courses. 

Upcoming Events - Jean Lumb 

Nov 3rd 

1100 am 

The AGM, the formal part of the meeting, includes election of the new committee, passing of accounts and re-

ports on the seasonõs activities. This is followed by the Membersõ Forum is the opportunity to members to com-

ment on the season and raise any issues of concern which can be debated in depth. The AGM is usually short, 

and is followed, after a short break for coffee, by the Forum. 

Nov 3rd 

1830 

The bonfire party is being organised by Paul Mountford with the club BBQ available for membersõ use. Contribu-

tions of firewood are welcome for the bonfire. Remember to arrive before the town firework activities which 

begin at around 6p.m. as the traffic tailback is massive. 

Nov 4th 

1030 

Ken Hancock will be leading this winterising exercise. Bring your outboard with you ð along with some rags, 

spanners and a tin to put the nuts and bolts in; also a can for any residual petrol.  Gearbox oil will be provided 

for a small contribution from participants ð only little engines please ð we cannot accommodate Mercruisers. 

Linda Hancock has offered to fuel any participants who may need fortifying with bacon butties, also for a small 

contribution. 

January RYA Radar Course all day to be held at the Club run by Dave Winson with simulators and large screen equip-

ment. RYA booklets will be provided and a certificate after successful completion of the exam for the course. 

Please donõt be put off by an exam.  The day will be followed by a talk by one of the Pen Llyn aõr Sarnau Special 

Area of Conservation team for Wales on activities of organisation for those interested in whatõs happening un-

February A half-day on knots run by skilled club members. Phil Orr has offered to run this and Ray Wilton will assist. This 

will be followed by an hours discount offer at Dickies around 5p.m. which was very successfully organised by 

Dave Clough last year. A navigation/nautical quiz will be held in the evening. 

March 15th An all day RYA Diesel Engine maintenance course run by Rodney Leaper including RYA booklet is planned. This 

course will be followed by a talk from Charles Townley on òCruising in Brittany and the Mediterranean ð the 

realities (sometimes harsh) of it alló. I am sure that others who have done similar cruising will have useful experi-

ences to share with us. 
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We stayed on board Abraxas Friday 24th Aug. in order to 

make the start line between Dinmor Bank and Ten 

Feet Bank at 0900 on 25th Aug. 

Saturday morning dawned wet and misty, pretty mis-

erable, but we set off down the straits, through Puffin 

starting The Astrador Cup Race to Holyhead with 

the sound signal. 

Five boats were racing - Dansa, Trivia, Sarico, Enigma 

and Abraxas.  Several other boats cruised the course 

in company, Shoestring, Camargue, and Majoe were 

amongst the race sarters while Genesis set off late as 

Carolyn and Glen had to relay their moor-

ing.  Caretta arrived in Holyhead via Caernarvon Bar. 

In keeping with the rest of the summers sailing the 

wind was on the nose all the way to Lynas Point. 

Dansa, Sarico, Trivia and Enigma all took a course 

well to the north while Abraxas kept to the coast 

hoping for tidal assistance.  In the event the wind 

managed to stay on the nose along the north coast 

and remained that way across Holyhead bay. 

Dansa, Trivia and Sarico crossed the finishing line off Holy-

head breakwater while Abraxas and Enigma, almost level, 

were defeated by the turning tide 2 miles from the finish and 

had to motor in. Shoestring, also beaten by the tide, opted to 

stay in Cemaes Bay for the night. 

Cruisers and racers alike who made Holyhead dined in the 

yacht club restaurant thanks to some complicated booking 

system invented by David Clough. 

The following morning the start time for the Walton Shield 

race to Llanddwyn was 0930 in Holyhead harbour so it wasn't 

quite the same early start as Saturday. 

Seven boats assembled on the start line and rounded the 

breakwater into a brisk northerly with lots of white wa-

ter.  We flew round north stack with quite noticeable over-

falls then the wind died, the sea flattened and it turned into a 

bit of a drift to Llanddwyn. 

All seven starters managed to finish namely Dansa, Trivia, 

Sarico, Enigma, Abraxas, Genesis and Caretta.  Results to 

both races TBA later. 

Derek Asquith 

'Abraxas' 

The Round Anglesey Astrador Cup and Walton Shield   25 August  

Sarico  

Anchored at Llanddwyn  

Caretta  



Page 4  The Venturer 

 

Friday 13th July (dare we go anywhere?)  

E becoming SE 3 / 4 

Détente departed early for Killyleagh ð prior engagement ð 

wedding in Somerset ð flying out of Dublin early Saturday 

morning.  Sarico and Camargue agree to explore further up 

Lough then sail down to Quoile.   Weather poor ð heavy 

rain.  As couldnõt see shoreline on either side decision made 

to go to Ringhaddy ð picked up mooring, spent afternoon 

onboard in rain  - barometer 989Mb ð perked up a bit later.  

Also fixed GPS connection ð G promises not to try and ad-

just angle of GPS ever again.  T reports problem with new 

boat engine. 

Saturday 14th July  

WNW 5 / 6 becoming V3 later. 

C and S sailed to Strangford.  Couldnõt get into Portaferry 

Marina due to Regatta.  Good sail across Lough.   

Sarico: Anchored in anchorage off Strangford ð subsequently 

advised by locals not an anchorage!  C went for lunch at Lob-

ster Pot in Strangford, S went to Portaferry Sailing Club ð C 

made best decision.  Watched yachts racing down narrows ð 

with tide amazing speeds achieved.  Returned to yachts.  S 

headed for Quoile ð C was going to stay at Strangford.  S 

engine failed again in the narrows ð DC getting used to fixing 

it so fixed on the move.  Arrived Quoile ð radioed C who 

advised they were on way as well ðfairground had started up 

on quay in Strangford so was a bit noisy. 

Camargue: After lunch went across to Portaferry on the ferry 

to find Oliver Reedõs Drinking Hole and sure enough, walk up 

from the marina, up a side street, and round a corner there it 

was! (Iõm sure you will be able to find it) It was the smallest 

pub we have ever seen, the bar was about 6ft by 10ft and 

standing room only, and was probably refurbished in 1946. 

(The Guinness was excellent though) 

Sunday 15th July 

SE 3 / 4 occ 5.  

S elected to stay at Quoile to use facilities at club.  C de-

parted for Killyleagh.  S managed first (and only) BBQ ashore 

in the evening, albeit with wet weather gear and wellies / hats 

on. It is possible to moor on quay at Quoile Yacht club.  

Does not dry out like pilot book says has water on pontoon. 

No fuel here.  

Camargue: Went to the Dufferin Arms in Killyleagh for Sun-

day lunch, highly recommended, quality food and very reason-

able prices. 

Monday 16th July  

Cyclonic 4 / 5.  S rejoined C and D at Killyleagh ð engine 

failed again just as anchor dropped!  P and P back from 

Mainland.  P came aboard to assist in fixing of S engine ð new 

part put to one side, old part refitted with sealing compound.  

All went for lunch at Dufferin Arms.  Contact made with Bob 

Scott on Winfarthing returning from Scotland ð possibility of 

meeting up if returning via I of M. 

Tuesday 17th July  

SE 2  /3. Killyleagh to Carlingford 

Motor sailed to Paddyõs Rock, then D and S managed to sail 

all way to Carlingford.  C motored ahead ð reported overfalls 

Summer Cruise - continued from last edition 

Camargue  


