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2nd June Cemaes Bay - Dave Clough (OoD) will be offering a warm 

welcome to those new to sailing with the Venturers. Briefing 

9th June 

 

RNLI Training Day & Photo shoot - briefing 8pm Friday, Sat-

urday morning with Beaumaris Lifeboat.  Contact Jean Lumb 

if you want to join in.  Followed by cruise to Port Dinorwic. 

16th June Regatta Weekend - two races in the Straits and a social eve-

ning at 1900 on the Saturday; puddings welcomed! 

23rd June Night passage to Rhoscolyn with John Hull 

30th June Porth Dinllaen.  Beach BBQ and trip to the Ty Coch with 

John Lomas 

7th -22nd July Summer Cruise (see page 2) 

28th July Round Anglesey Yacht Race (see page 2) 
Beaumaris Lifeboat and RNLI Training Day  

View from the Rear  

The very successful winter Season of illustrated talks and practicals, coupled 

with Pot Luck suppers, ended with an equally successful Start of Season Party 

when my Pirate Crew served up a banquet to some 60 odd (sic!) old and 

new members alike and Captain Morgan set foot in Wales again after about 

200 years! Thanks to all who have contributed to the success of these doõs. 

Now, of course, our attentions turn to the sailing season - the reason we 

spend cash we havenõt got and time we cannot spare during the close season 

so that we can Venture out on to the briny for a few short months, weeks 

or days until we haul our pride and joy ashore for another interminable win-

ter.  

Some of you will have been afloat and enjoyed the un-seasonal April sunshine 

and no showers, but many of us will only have managed to get afloat in time 

for the early May monsoon and gales. An intrepid five or six club boats made 

it out to Abermenai (see picture on right) for the May Day Bank Holiday 

weekend, enjoying a good beat in southerly 5 to 6õs from Plas Newydd to 

Abermenai on the Saturday, an evening barbecue and a slightly disturbed 

What we did last Summer ..  

Barbequing in May? See Rear View   

 

Paul Mountfordõs article continues on the back page 

 

The RNLI Training Day is on 9th June 
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Looking forward to the Sailing Season (or I'd be a rambler if I could)  

Jean Lumb was catapulted into the new sailing season on the 

Spring Bank holiday weekend, joining the Venturers on Satur-

day after their cruise through the swellies to Aber Menai. 

True to form, as soon as Whispered Secret was launched, the 

weather took a turn for the worse. With Jean on the wheel, 

Derek the skipper announces òWeõll sail as everyone else isó 

having observed Snowbird coming up fast behind us. We had 

what is often described as òa cracking sailó in sunshine, tacking 

to Aber Menai from Dinas boat yard with full sail in a F4/5.  

As the skipper raised the main sail, he finished fitting it to the 

mast and then found that the clew and main halyards were 

jammed. With much cursing, he cleared these and discovered 

that the first reefing line was too short to hoist the sail. Hav-

ing cleared this with more cursing we were set to òraceó 

Snowbird only to find that every time we tacked, the genoa 

sheets jammed under the spinnaker pole which is attached to 

our mast. After a traumatising experience early in our sailing 

days in the Menai Strait of finding ourselves aground on the 

sandbank off Aber Menai with the tide in full flood, Jean was 

wondering which sandbank we might find ourselves exploring 

on this, our first sail of the season. 

After one contemptuous command from the skipper to stop 

panicking, Jean got into the swing of it all and left the panicking 

to him. By the time we motored into Aber Menai to find the 

engine overheating, Jean was quite relaxed with the Skipper 

describing himself as very unfit and shattered. There were 

seven Venturer yachts at Aber Menai amongst other visiting 

yachts and motor cruisers. We all had a super BBQ on the 

beach after which the weather forecasts proved to be spot on 

and we did get the F7 winds between 1a.m. and 3a.m. making 

for a disrupted nights sleep for all but no serious collisions 

from dragged anchors or boats swinging at different times. 

The coming year is the one during which your Vice Commo-

dore plans to become a more competent day skipper. Having 

completed the day skipper theory course, I am joining Dave 

and Georgina Clough on Sarico for a practical day skipper 

course for Dave and myself with Georgina doing a bit of train-

ing for Yachtmaster. Having done a great deal of sailing in 

company with the Venturers and with a superb skipper, I have 

gained much confidence in my 10 years of sailing and am not 

quite ready to give it all up for rambling yet! Best wishes to all 

for happy sailing in 2007. 

                Jean Lumb 

Update on Forthcoming Events by Jean Lumb, Vice Commodore  

Summer Cruise to East Coast Ireland/  

Strangford Lough 7th ð 22nd July  
Round Anglesey Yacht Race - 28th July  

This round Anglesey race is organised by the Menai Boat 

Club and has run for many years. I know of two Venturers 

which have taken part in the race ð John Partington in his 

multihull Flying Dragon and Derek Lumb in Sarico. Dave 

Clough plans to enter in Sarico this year and he is OOD for 

the race.  

The big problem for the two years Derek took part was a 

shortage of wind. As the race proceeded through the swel-

lies one year with no wind, Derek heard one of the competi-

tors on his mobile phone inform someone that he had just 

been overtaken by a yacht going backwards which was 

Sarico. As the race can take as long as 20 odd hours in not 

much wind conditions you will need plenty of crew and 

enough food. Contact Dave Clough if you are interested in 

this race. He has entry forms and details of how to obtain a 

handicap for your boat if you do not have an IRC racing 

handicap number. Many yachts are local and some come 

from Liverpool for the race. The aim is enjoyable racing and 

yachts which do not wish to race are welcome to cruise with 

the race in company. 

 

Ray Wilton is leading the summer cruise, this year to the 

east coast of Ireland, including an exploration of Strangford 

Lough, conditions permitting. The route Ray will take de-

pends on wind directions but might involve a sail to Ce-

maes firstly and then Ardglas which is an excellent place to 

wait for suitable conditions and correct timing for entering 

Strangford Lough. The marina in Ardglas is small, well shel-

tered and welcoming for visit-

ing yachts. Strangford Lough is 

a marvellous place to sail. Get-

ting to know this Lough is well 

worth it. The entrance through 

the narrows is exciting and 

sailing to different anchorages 

or pontoons within the Lough 

is good fun and also has the 

advantage of having flat water 

for sailing in strong winds. Portaferry Marina has berths for 

visiting yachts and has some nice restaurants for eating out. 

You will need a chart of Strangford Lough which can be 

ordered . 
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Forecast 0500 Saturday : St.Davids Head to Gt.Ormes Hd 24 

hr :SW 3/4 backing E/NE and increasing 4/5 possibly 6 later in 

S 

Well, I suppose one could forgive those Venturers that took 

one look at the forecast and decided that this WAS, finally, 

the right weekend to strip the wallpaper in the spare bed-

room! But, not being one to let the forecast win, and having 

had some wonderful weekends in the past when the forecast 

dictated otherwise, I managed to persuade my crew to get 

out of bed at 5.00 a.m. on Saturday and, lured by the thought 

of bacon, sausage and egg  rolls on the A55, come down to 

òsee what itõs likeó! 

Arriving at the club at 7.45 a.m. we met Jon and Maria 

(Arabella) in the clubhouse who, whilst fortifying themselves 

with their own bacon butties, were impressed (or fooled) 

enough by my positive attitude to agree to join us. 

We set off at 9.00 in a SW 3 up to Puffin, cleared the Straits 

and enjoyed a pleasant couple of hours sailing in glorious sun-

shine with a steady SW 4 across the bay .Of course, it was 

too good to last, and the wind veered to the west and 

dropped to about 5 knots leaving us about two miles short of 

Lynas. A quick radio conversation confirmed that neither of 

us was prepared to hang around, so we motor-sailed the re-

maining four miles or so to Porth Wen, a favouriter Ventur-

ers destination, arriving at 2.30 p.m. at the bottom of the tide. 

Followed the standard True Brit format on arrival at an an-

chorage: eat food (with beer), read a bit, have a snooze, wake 

up, make (yet another) mental list of òlittle jobsó to 

doéé.then start thinking about food (and drink) again! We 

established later that Arabella follows a similar pattern ð must 

be catching! 

John and Maria duly accepted our invitation on board TB for 

a chat and the odd beer or two before we parted company to 

òdo thingsó with chicken ð True Brit: Curry & rice; Arabella: 

Stir fry, salad & new potatoes. It was deemed too chilly for 

the proposed BBQ. 

In spite of the forecast, we spent a very quiet night with virtu-

ally no wind at all and awoke to bright sunshine and a flat 

calm sea. 

The morning was spent, on both boats, with a mix of coffee 

breaks and boat maintenance (some of those little jobs), 

whilst waiting for the ebb tide to slacken ð we had agreed 

that, if conditions got too lively, we would leave early and 

push the tide along the coast. As it was the wind slowly 

picked up from the NNE during the morning and when we 

finally left, at 2.00 p.m., it had increased to about 15 knots 

(F4). 

There followed a fast and lively passage down to Lynas, 

through the confused remainder of some tidal overfalls, and 

into the bay, dodging a ballasted tanker, and flying along at 7+ 

knots in 20+ knots of brisk nor-easterly! 

OK, so then it started raining ð pouring actually, but we did-

nõt mind ð into the Straits and the wind and sea dropped 

away and we were still flying along at 6 knots. 

Mooring duly picked up, boat put (rather soggily!) to bed, and 

ashore to coffee and tales of derring-do in the clubhouse. All 

in all, a great weekends sailing in the face of a not-too-brilliant 

forecast; my thanks to Jon and Maria for their company ð I 

hope we all get to do it again soon. 

Mark Suffield 

True Brit 

Report of the OOD:  Porth Wen 12th May  

Welcome to the NWVYC - New Members and 

their Boats  

 

Timothy & Pauline Hill Whitewash 

Terry & Richard Patterson Spartan Warrior 

Don & Elizabeth Everitt  Narrow Squeak 

John & Susan Bowles  Synergy 

Michael & Carey Coy  Water of Life 

Michael & Deborah Cassidy  Camargue 

Colin & Alison Pattinson  Alfresco 

Susan Parry Lorna Myfanwy 

Ronald White Georgie Girl 

Jens Bollerod Simrah 

Chris Mclinden Tenacity 
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Summer Cruise 2006 by David Clough 

Ray Wilton (Tortuga) got us all together in the clubhouse on 

the Friday evening for a discussion on where we were going, 

and how we might get there.  The plan had been to go to 

Milford Haven, and the discussion concluded that there was 

no reason to go anywhere else.  The only request was that 

our departure out of the Bay be delayed until later on Satur-

day to give those who had been at work all week to provision 

their boat properly, which was unanimously approved.  We 

were also going to be joined on the outward leg by Maria and 

John Stanley (Arabella) who were heading off to Isles of Scilly. 

Catherine and David Hughes (Kate), Maria and Pete Brown-

ing (Nauphante), Bob Scott (Winfarthing) and Georgina and 

David Clough (Sarico) with Arabella all set off late afternoon 

to rendezvous with Tortuga at Port Dinorwic, and stay over-

night on the moorings their before heading out across Canar-

fon Bar on Sunday morning.  Hading towards Belan Point 

Winfarthing was the lead boat, and Kate cautiously enquired 

of Bob as to how rough it was going to be ð its OK he re-

plied, as Winfarthing disappeared behind the first wave!  4 or 

5 standing waves later, we were all heading out across the 

bar in a stiff SW breeze.  Nauphante was making rapid pro-

gress despite running with jib alone, which did leave me a bit 

confused, but the answer would become apparent. 

Arriving at Porth Dinllaen, we all anchored, and all bar Nau-

phante headed ashore for a barbeque.  And what a good idea 

that was, as it helped us to get to know each other a lot bet-

ter.  Whilst eating, John suddenly got up, ran to their dinghy 

(baby flubber), and started rowing furiously, ignoring Mariaõs 

concerned questioning.  I suspected something was up with 

Arabella, so ran to ours, started the outboard and caught 

John up ð ògrab holdó I cried as I came alongside ð John duly 

grabbed hold, and baby flubber immediately crash dived, soak-

ing John who had the wherewithal to let go!  We both made 

it to Arabella who was gently manoeuvring herself through 

the moored boats, and made her secure.  We understand 

from those ashore that the lifeboat had appeared, but we 

were unaware of it. 

We agreed that evening to make an early departure for Fish-

guard.  Calling en route to other anchorages wasnõt really an 

option ð they all involved a deviation into Cardigan Bay, and 

Fin keelers are not well catered for except at Aberystwyth 

Marina.  We couldnõt raise Nauphante either by radio (note 

for all members ð listen on ch69!), mobile phone or spot 
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lamp, so hoped they would be up early too.  They were ð just 

to see us setting off, but they had had a problem with their 

main (hence jib alone plus engine, hence the good progress) 

and an electrical problem, so they ôretiredõ from the cruise ð 

one down, five left! 

By the time we had rounded Bardsey (we took the outside 

route) we had engines on ð the wind was dropping and pro-

gress needed to be made ð and so began a long and very hot 

day.  Mid Cardigan Bay, with the surface of the water like 

glass, Arabella came to a halt.  We were all close by ð proba-

bly never more than 1,000 yards between all of us, and Kate 

and Sarico went to assist.  John announced that the bolt on 

the engine he had been trying to shift for the past few months 

had finally come out!  Having made some prompt makeshift 

repairs Arabella was ready to go, and we resumed our course 

for Fishguard.  I have never crossed the Sahara, but it must be 

akin to the sun, heat and lack of wind we had that day. 

We made it into Fishguard around 21.00 where Davina and 

Tim Downes (Zygo) were at anchor.  They are based at Aber-

ystwyth and were going to join us for the rip to Milford Ha-

ven.  We all picked up a mooring or anchored, whilst Arabella 

went round the corner to see if they could get along the har-

bour all.  They re-appeared after a couple of minutes, but 

were being called on Ch16 by Abraxus (Carole and Derek 

Asquith) who were alongside the harbour wall returning from 

their cruise.  We were now 7.  We were all longing for a 

shower at Fishguard boat club, and after a quick onboard meal 

we joined Derek, Carol, Davina and Tim in the bar for a drink 

before our showers. 

The ladies shower wasnõt working ð it kept tripping out.  One 

of the FBC members suggested holding the circuit breaker 

closed, which didnõt seem to good an idea to me, so we all had 

to form an orderly queue for the one in the gents.  It was 

nearly midnight before we had finished!  A quick debate was 

had about our plans for the Tuesday, and we agreed that after 

such a long day in the heat and sun we ought to have a rest 

day in Fishguard, which would also allow John to affect some 

more permanent repair to Arabella.  Derek and Carole were 

continuing back north, and Davina and Tim were going to 

press on to Milford Haven, as they werenõt going to stay with 

us in Milford Haven anyway.  We were now 5 yachts again, 

and after a day at rest in Fishguard we all went to the Indian 

on the Tuesday night (and John had successfully made a more 

permanent temporary repair to Arabella). 

Wednesday morning saw us leave Fishguard at 06.30.  How-

ever, by the time we reached Strumble Head at 08.30 it was 

clear that engines would be required if we were to make Ram-

sey Sound at the appropriate time.  We arrived at Ramsey 

Sound on time, and we deceived to take the easterly route 

close to the lifeboat station!  Arabella was leading, and John 

radioed us to warn of a large piece of wood floating ahead.  

Bob spotted it, and radioed back that it looked more like a 

rudder ð typical marine engineer, to everyone else it was a 

piece of wood, but to him it was a rudder!  Having navigated 

Jack Sound (where the most difficult navigational hazards were 

all the high powered Ribs taking people out on fun rides) we 

set off across St Brides bay to Jack Sound. 

We arrived at Jack Sound early, and meandered about waiting 

for the appropriate time.  We picked up Zygo on the radio, 

who were heading back from Dale to Aberystwyth via Fish-

guard ð they were waiting on the south side to come through 

northbound.  We saw another yacht leave the anchorage just 

to the west of the sound and given that it was nearly the right 

time for the passage, and the tide was with us we decided to 

go as well.  There were a few standing waves as we popped 

out of the sound, and some vicious looking eddies either side, 

but it was fairly benign.  Had wind been against tide I suspect it 

might have been somewhat rougher.  With a wave towards 

Zygo as she headed north, we set course for Dale.  By now 

visibility wasnõt good, with a bit of a sea haze, but we rounded 

St Annes Head and headed into Dale. 

Winfarthing and Arabella could take up positions well inshore, 

but it shelves very slightly so Sarico, Kate and Tortuga were 

anchored someway off.  I did a recce of the Dale Sailing club in 

the dinghy, but it was closed that night, so we opted for a 

BBQ on the beach, followed by drinks at the local pub, and a 

very pleasant evening was had by all. 

The following morning Arabella departed for Lundy en route 

to their intended destination of the Scillies, whilst the rest of 

us set off up Milford Haven ð we were now four!  Neyland 

Marina had no spare berths, so went further up to Lawrenny 

Yacht Station very slowly ð the wind had left us again.  Law-

renny Yacht Station is a delightful place at the mouth of one of 

the creeks, with managed moorings, so the owners could di-

rect you to an allocated mooring that was known to be vacant 

for a few days.  What was amazing was the amount of weed 

floating by on the flood and the ebb, and the speed ð full 

Continued .. 


