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28th July Round Anglesey Yacht Race 

4 August Traeth Coch Sailing Club Cruise and Social 

11 August Cruise to Porth Wen 

18 August Cruise to Pilotõs Cove off Llanddwyn Island 

25-27 August The Round Anglesey Astrador Cup and Walton Shield                              

1 September Cruise to Porth Dinllean 

8 September Irene Goodwin Crew Race 

15 September Cruise to Victoria Dock 

22 September Menai Strait Treasure Hunt 

 

Day Skipper Practical Course on Sarico by Jean Lumb 

Having completed a day skipper theory course at Plas Menai Sailing School I 

mentioned to Dave Clough that the tutor offered Day Skipper practical 

courses on studentsõ own boats. When Dave asked if I would be interested 

in doing the 5 day course with him on Sarico this May, I was very pleased to 

take the opportunity to do so. I began preparation for the course in February 

by working through Gerry Smithõs òCoastal Navigation: programmed learning 

courseó which was an excellent revision exercise. It took me a number of 

weeks but did leave me in a bit of a tizz the week before I was off on Sarico 

as I grappled with the complexities of  counteracting tidal streams and wind, 

and times and heights of tides at secondary ports. Completing such exercises 

with the very precise level of accuracy demanded by the day skipper theory 

course makes the whole process at sea appear quite daunting. 

When we got our first boat ð Sarico, Derek was a very novice skipper and I 

was a very novice crew who after two years of sailing became a very fearful 

crew. Derek and I have been learning together in the last 13 years of sailing 

and have done quite a lot of passages in very unpleasant conditions because 
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of deadlines to be back to work by certain dates. Derek now 

has yachtmaster theory and practical qualifications, is retired 

and he successfully navigated us round Britain in 2005 and 

round Scotland for almost three months last year. So I came 

to the day skipper course with plenty of boat handling ex-

perience but only as crew. I have found it far too easy in the 

past to leave all the navigation to him and not mastering it 

properly myself. So the theory and practical day skipper 

courses were much needed. 

The week before the course there was an article in one of 

the national papers entitled òPrepare for frosty nightsó and 

the ôice saintsõ doing their work. The Ice saints ð St Mamer-

tus, St Pancras and St Servatius were associated with a sud-

den deterioration in the weather which habitually occurred 

round the middle of May. Dave and I were not aware of this 

when we booked the course. Wind Guru was giving tem-

peratures of between 9 and 13 for most of the week and 

one forecast predicted rain most days with strong winds on 

Wednesday or Thursday. As it turned out, however, it was 

chilly but we were lucky with only one day of solid rain and 

the strong winds delayed until Friday. 

On the first day Dave Winson, our tutor, took some time to 

ascertain what experience Dave and I had and where we 

needed most training. The activities we practised were based 

on the fact that both Dave and I sailed predominantly as a 

couple. I indicated my need for practice in passage planning 

particularly. Dave and I were both used to anchoring so the 

two nights we planned to spend in marinas was useful for 

me. We then set off for Conwy, anchoring off Puffin Island 

on the eastern side for lunch, kindly provided by Georgina. It 

was demonstrated to us that at the time we were there, the 

tide flows strongly parallel to the island, enabling a yacht to 

anchor very close to the island. The seals become very curi-

ous and some came off the rocks to examine us very closely. 

From there we sailed to Conwy, having determined when it 

was possible to get up the river. Although both myself and 

my beloved dog Meg always loved the idea of spending time 

in marinas, berthing is often a very stressful experience be-

cause one generally enters marinas in strong winds to gain 

shelter. We could have 

done with more wind 

to gain experience of 

how to handle a yacht 

which is in danger of 

blowing into the 

neighbouring one in a 

berth. We did learn 

how to cope with leav-

ing a berth knowing 

your yacht refuses to 

turn in one particular 

direction. 

On day two we set off for Holyhead, calling in at Amlych on 

the way where neither of us had been before. This very 

small harbour is a useful bolt hole if the weather turns dan-

gerously rough ð as it did on one occasion for Dave Winson 

in one of the Plas Menai yachts. The local fishermen do not 

make yachts feel very welcome although the Harbour is in-

tended for the use of all craft. On this occasion, the fisher-

men tied a rope across the entrance to try to stop the yacht 

entering, even though a F8 gale was blowing. The yacht did 

gain access and these days, the Plas Menai boats use the har-

bour often for training and the fishermen just mumble a bit. 

Next day, we spent some time in Holyhead practising going 

alongside the pontoon, after which the possibility of negoti-

ating the overfalls early was considered but they proved to 

be too rough. At the right time for safe passage round Car-

mel Head we set off for the Strait but with a new strong 

wind warning, we were persuaded by Dave Winson that 

another night in Conwy with a good nightõs sleep was impor-

tant for the exercises we would be doing the next day. As 

we had been sailing all day in the rain, we did not take too 

much persuading. 

Another night in Conwy gave us the opportunity to sail into 

the Strait via the Swatchway. Some pilots advise against this 

but there was certainly no problem with tides close to neaps 

as we negotiated it using our Cruising Anglsey and the 

North Wales Coast pilot. The remainder of the day was 

spent in the Strait sailing onto and off moorings and man 

over board manoeuvres in lovely wind conditions which 

made it all very easy. The strong winds were kind to us com-

ing in either overnight or on Friday. I am now approaching 

the sailing season with a lot more relaxed confidence and 

put navigation and passage planning skills into action during 

the mini cruise and the weekend cruise to Cemaes Bay with 

some of the new members. Although the Day Skipper class-

room theory is vital, actually putting into practice makes the 

whole thing more meaningful. 

Jean Lumb 

Day Skipperé continued 
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Regatta Weekend  

Firth Trophy  

A fiercely contested contest between Trivia and Enigma to 

see who could drift backwards from RAYC line past B10 the 

quickest in a "no wind, lot of tide" situation.  Unusually, 

Enigma was winning this one when both contestants and the 

OOD agreed to abandon after 25 minutes or so 

James Berry  

The same two stalwarts plus a reluctant Gigi actually man-

aged to start this race in a benign WSW variable breeze that 

occasionally hit the heady heights of 10 knots and at times 

died away to virtually nothing.  Gigi made it to the furthest 

mark (B4) but then went off to explore Penmaen Swatch and 

then anchored for lunch in Friar's Bay.  So NWVYC!  Proce-

dures for the remaining contestants came to a bit of a halt 

just before 1300 when the wind died completely and then 

finally filled in from the NE (5-10 knts).  By this time Trivia 

was a little way in front of Enigma (e.g. about 45 minutes!) 

but the change in wind direction did enable both to eventually 

finish on a dead run against an unfavourable tide instead of 

having to beat all the way to the Club line.  It did however 

mean that Enigma had to first beat instead of reach from B8 

to B6. Trivia pipped Enigma across the 

line by about an hour!! .  Enigma won by 

216 seconds on corrected time, proving 

that the handicap system does work 

(sometimes) and that  races are won 

and lost on luck and sometimes judge-

ment!!  

Thanks to John Partington for organising 

the two days with his usually finesse. 

Social 

A small but select gathering at the Club on Saturday evening.  

Roughly 25 attended, just under half being guests from 

RWYC (see back page).  The food was superb and a tribute 

to the efforts of a number of members and the Rear Com-

modore, Paul Mountford.  John Partington acted as master of 

ceremonies.  A good time was had by all.  I believe matters 

improved further after I had left early (and sober!) 

John Lomas 

Gigi joins the race but then goes off exploring  

Enigma and Trivia close the gap  
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Round Anglesey Yacht Race (Menai Boat Club)  28th July  

This round Anglesey race is organised by the Menai Boat Club and has run for many years.  Contact Dave Clough if 

you are interested in this race. He has entry forms and details of how to obtain a handicap for your boat if you do not 

have an IRC racing handicap number. Many yachts are local and some come from Liverpool for the race. The aim is 

enjoyable racing and yachts which do not wish to race are welcome to cruise with the race in company. 

Traeth Coch Sailing Club cruise and social  4th August 1200hrs 

A social evening will be organised for Venturer members at Traeth Coch Sailing Club on Saturday evening from 7p.m. 

Traeth Coch Sailing Club is in Red Wharf Bay and Venturers either sail there or go by car. The bay is only suitable for 

bilge keel yachts as it dries out. Some of the skippers who have successfully sailed up the channel into Red Wharf Bay 

include John Lomas, Ken Hancock, Bill Hyde and Paul Mountford.  It might be useful to talk to one of these if you plan 

to sail there.  

If you want to go by car, drive through Pentraeth towards Benllech and about a mile before Benllech, Traeth Coch 

(Red Wharf Bay) is sign posted on the right. Turn left when you reach the bottom of the hill to find the club house at 

the opposite end to the Ship Inn. As Traeth Coch Sailing Club will be catering for Venturers they will need to know the 

numbers attending so please email or contact Ray Wilton who is Officer of the Day the weekend before then. 

Cruise to Porth Wen  11th August 1000hrs 

Porth Wen is a very secluded anchorage on the north coast of Anglesey inshore of Middle Mouse. It is described in the 

Pilot as inaccessible from inland, although I have seen campers here. The old ruined brick works in the bay are pictur-

esque and the beach is good for a BBQ. The holding is generally good on sand and provided winds are not northerlies, 

some very peaceful nights have been spent there by Venturers. David White is OOD. 

Cruise to Pilotõs Cove off Llandwyn Island 18th August 1200hrs 

This is a cruise to the beautiful anchorage off Llandwyn Island. The island, also known as Loversõ Isle, is a nature sanctu-

ary and well worth exploring. There is a causeway to Newborough Beach which may be covered in a big Spring tide for 

a time but generally access to Newborough beach and forest is possible for long walks. There is often a seal or two 

basking on the rocks there. We have also been accompanied by dolphins on some club cruises. Unfortunately BBQõs 

are not allowed on the Island but can be had on the nearby Newborough beach. Ray Wilton  is Officer of the day. 

The Round Anglesey Astrador Cup and Walton Shield  25th to 27th August 0900hrs 

This is probably the most popular racing weekends where a mixture of racers and cruisers sail round Anglesey. Quite 

often the weather defeats this venture but if the sun shines on us, the cruise is excellent offering the chance to negoti-

ate the Carmel Head and the South and North Stack overfalls in company. One or other of them may offer a lumpy 

ride. 

The Astrador Cup is awarded to the winner of a handicap race from (usually) Puffin Sound to Holyhead and the 

Walton Shield is awarded to the winner of a handicap race (typically) from Holyhead to the Caernarfon Bar or some-

where in the vicinity of Llandwyn. Race instructions will be available in the Club house for those who wish to race. Lis-

ten on Ch 69 an hour before the race. Any changes will also be posted on the noticeboard in the club and announced 

on Ch 69. Derek Asquith is Officer of the Day. 

Cruise to Porth Dinllean  1st September 1100hrs 

Porth Dinllean is a lovely anchorage about 12 miles from the Caernarfon bar and just over half way down the Lleyn 

Peninsula. It has a long sweeping beach in the bay, a lifeboat station and a pub. Unfortunately the pubõs opening times 

are a little unpredictable so you will need to bring refreshments. The Royal Welsh Yacht Club have been invited to join 

us for a cruise in company and the plan is to BBQ with them on the beach. The Officer of the day is John Lomas. 

During the Porth Dinllean cruise yachts will have the opportunity to take part in the Seamint passage race and the Tril-

ogy time trial which could not be run when scheduled earlier in the year due to bad weather. John Lomas is OOD for 

these and race instructions will be available in the clubhouse from the previous week. I must emphasise that yachts do 

not have to race to Porth Dinllean  as the main purpose of the weekend is the cruise in company. 
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