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Sat 23rd March 2013 Working Party.  OOD Ralph Pierce.  09:30 
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Easter Weekend 

Fri 29th March 

-  Mon 1st April 

Victoria Dock (start 0900),  Porth Dinllaen, Porth Tre-

castell.  

OOD Lee Downes  -  Helian 

��	�6	h�Ap�i��

�

,���f�����	��	�-.-.�.��//0���	����
d�J�y�B�

�1��-��

Av���
�

��	�-3	h�Ap�i�� ��
�y����c���	��	�-.5.�.�//D�J���y�J�g����/c��
�,��d��

 

Issue 154 March 2013 

Events              

Commodore’s Corner 
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Glen Warburton 

Commodore 
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Wanted  -  Hon Treasurer 

Note: Final copy date for next Venturer edition:  12th April please.  Thank you. 
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Sandra F�nney� �a�t Commodore. 

A brief history of the Club  -  and some thoughts for the future 

W�th the redevelopment of the clubhou�e now �mm�-

nent� and our 50th ann�ver�ary not far beh�nd u�� I’m 

grateful to ex-Commodore Sandra F�nney for th�� look 

over the pa�t 50+ year�� and thought� for the future. 

Ed Hopk�n�on� Ed�tor 

Spring Cleaning Spring Cleaning Spring Cleaning Spring Cleaning 
TimeTimeTimeTime    

Let’s get the Clubhouse ready for the Season 

Your Hon House Officer, Ralph Pierce, has a 
long list of jobs and  would very much 

appreciate all the help you can give him! 

 

** The Date: Saturday 23rd March 2013 ** 

(Kettle on at 9.00 am) 

Work will commence at 9.30 am approximately 

(although you will be welcome at any time) 

Working Party  -  Sat 23rd March 9:30 
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I am s4ll e7tremely keen to 8recruit9 any other club 

members with any construc4on or building ser5ices-

related :uali;ca4ons and<or e7perience – please get in 

touch if you feel you can make any contribu4on. �
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Mark Suffield 

True Br�t 

Cha�r� NWVYC �edevelopment Sub-Comm�8ee 

NWVYC Rede5elopment  -  Progress Report  (Feb 2013) 
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London Excel Boat Show (Jan 19th 2013) 

Easier to spot the luxury cards and Jacuzzis than 
the yachts at Excel 

At least our intrepid explorers 
arrived safely at the key way-
point  -  the Guinness Bar 
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For Sale  -  Yacht Cradle 
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NB: The author take� no re�pon��b�l�ty for the follow�ng 

fact� or figure�. 
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2.  Solar Panels are a dark art and they tell lies too.   
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Solar Panels and Batteries for Dummies 
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Pier Access 
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The club is now in possession of ;5e key fobs gi5ing 

access to ?eaumaris Pier from the pontoon out of 
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ACCESS 

Solar Panels and Batteries for Dummies (contd) 
3. Turn out the lights. 
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�Marina Musings�
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Continued ... 

Sarico in Victoria 
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The Venturer would like to welcome to the Club the 

following recent new members: 

⇒ David and Ruth Wilson with their boat Doña 

⇒ John and Jo Creasy with their boat Davico. 

Hope to see you at the forthcoming events, and on the 

water during 2013. 

Ed Hopkinson 
Editor 

Welcome 

It is with great regret that we wish to report the death 

of Brian Sharrock on Friday 15th February 2013.  

Former Venturers, Brian and his wife Wendy extended 
their cruising of UK waters in the 1980’s by exploring 
the Mediterranean from west to east. This was a prelim-
inary venture before embarking on their true objective, 

a global circumnavigation. 

This became a reality from 1990  -  1995 when they 
crossed the Atlantic and explored the east cost of 
America and Canada, before crossing the Pacific to Aus-
tralia. They continued their voyage home via Malaysia, 
Thailand, Sri Lanka, the Red Sea and back to the Medi-
terranean, finally arriving home in 1996 to a great Ven-
turers welcome. An outstanding achievement in their 

37ft boat ‘Helgi’. 

Our sincere condolences go to Wendy and family. 

Sandra and Brian Finney 

Brian Sharrock in 
the Pacific  1994 
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Ozzie Racing  -  part 1 
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�De� and L�n Stargazer.�

    
From the weekend of the End of Season Party, From the weekend of the End of Season Party, From the weekend of the End of Season Party, From the weekend of the End of Season Party, 

the Club door code will change.the Club door code will change.the Club door code will change.the Club door code will change.    
    

You will find a card with the new code in your You will find a card with the new code in your You will find a card with the new code in your You will find a card with the new code in your 
envelope  envelope  envelope  envelope  ----        along with this this copy of along with this this copy of along with this this copy of along with this this copy of 

‘Venturer’.‘Venturer’.‘Venturer’.‘Venturer’.    
    

Don’t lose the card  Don’t lose the card  Don’t lose the card  Don’t lose the card  ----        or even throw it away by or even throw it away by or even throw it away by or even throw it away by 
mistake!! mistake!! mistake!! mistake!!     

    

Denise Lewis 

Membership Sec. 

Door Code Change  -  Reminder 

Des and the race crew. 
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Events: February 2013 

Once again we must thank our Rear Commodore Alison Pattinson 

for organising a superb and very interesting evening (Sat Feb 23rd). 

The evening kicked off with a very tasty (and spicy) meal, prepared by 
members of the Club (see photo), followed by an extensive range of 

sweets, cheese and biscuits etc. 

Then, we all settled down for the main event. The word had 
gone out that Alison had managed to engage a senior heli-
copter pilot from Search and Rescue at RAF Valley to give a 

presentation…..    No, not that well known one!!! 

 In fact, the speaker was Flt Lt Ryan Harris, SAR Safety Of-
ficer from RAF Valley who gave us a very informative, and 
entertaining presentation. This covered the organisation 
(including the co-operative links with Search and Rescue 
resources across the rest of the UK, Ireland, and Europe), 
the training and experience required by the officers for that 
role, and an insight into the day-to-day operation of the team 
(with some scary videos of rescues, and some even hairier 

anecdotes that kept everyone entertained!) 

Another interesting aspect of the RAF’s search and rescue work is 
that it is Government policy to privatise and civilianise the work, and 
a number of questions were asked on the likely implications of this, 
which were played with a suitably ‘straight bat’, whilst giving informa-
tive answers. The progress of this policy is certainly something for us 
to keep a watch on, as it bears on our safety when out at sea (or up 

in the mountains for that matter).  

Following the presentation, it’s rumoured that several of the ladies 
wished to put their names down to be rescued by a man in uniform.    
Seriously though, he did say that quite often when his crews were 
out on a training mission, they could make use of a volunteer yacht 

to practice  a rescue (though not picking up the yacht crew!) 

One useful hint:  If a ‘high-line’ is lowered to your boar, don’t tie it 
round anything,  especially yourself. They hate dragging you through 

the water! 

Ed Hopkinson 
Osprey 

Feb 23rd social. 
Speaker was Flt. Lt Ryan Harris, Search and 
Rescue Force Safety Officer, RAF Valley 

Des presents the North West Venturers’ 
burgee in Australia 
See page 11 for part 1 of  the story of the 
Stargazer crew in Oz. 

Preparing to race under ridiculously sunny 
skies in Western Australia.  Can’t be real 
sailing without a cloud-covered mountain 
looming behind can it? ☺      (See page 11) 


